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To all whomy it may concern:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM R. YREAGLA, a
citizen of the United States, and a residentof
Lima, Lagrange county,State of Indiana, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Minnow-Pails; and my preferred
manner of carrying out the invention is set
forth in the following full, clear, and exact de-
seription, terminating with claims particu-
larly specifying the novelty.

This invention relates to fishing and trap-
ping, and more especially to that elass of de-
vices known as ““bait-holders;” and the ob-
jeet of the same is to produce an improved
minnow-pail, :

To this end the invention consists, broadly,
in a knockdown bueket or pail comprising a
flexible and waterproof cover,atop and bot-
tom within the same, and supports for dis-
tendingthelast-named parts within the cover,
80 as to tighten the latter and form the re-
ceptacle when desired or so as to permit the
folding of the entire device in a small space;
and theinvention consists, specifically, in the
details of construction for carrying out this
general idea, all as hereinafter more fully de-
seribed and claimed and as shown in the
drawings, wherein—

Figure 1 is a central longitudinal section
of this pail set np ready for use. TFig.21isa
cross-section of the same with the door raised
and one of the supports opened. Fig. 3isa
plan view showing the device folded. TFig.4
is a plan view of the top part only with the
door closed and the bail lowered.

In the said drawings the letter C desig-
nates, broadly, the cover asof canvas or other
waterproof material. =B isthe removable bot-
tom therein, T the movable top havinga door
held elosed by a lateh L, and S are the sup-
ports for holding the top and bottom remote
from each other to distend the cover when de-
sired. ’

The cover C consists of canvas or some
other flexible and waterproof material and
in the present case comprises a flat bottom 1
and npright sides 2, here shown as forming
an oblong body.  The upper edge of the sides

2 is turned over, as at 3, into a hem, and at-
tached thereto and projecting inward there-
from are a series of hooks 4.

The bottom I is illustrated in the present

instance as consisting of a flat perforated plate
10,having inwardly-opening spring-hooks 11
near the ends.of its-longest axis, and the con-
tour of this plate must ‘correspond with the
shape of the bottom'1 of the cover C. The
device is herein shown as oblong or oval in
contour, although it will be understood that
it'might be eircular, square, rectangular, or
of other configuration:

The top T comprises a chime 20, adapted to
fit within the body of the cover and having
a bead 21 at its upper edge, and within this
chime is secured the top proper, which con-
sists of a perforated plate 22,Tastened within
the chime, so as to permit the latter to extend
alittle distance below.and a considerable dis-
tance above the plate:

23 are ears secured within the chime above
the top plate, and 24 is a bail pivoted to these
ears and carrying a handle.25; the arrange-
ment of parts being such that the bail and
handle may fall to one side and be housed
within the chime.

The bead 21 of the top-T is adapted to en-
gage the hooks 4 of the cover C when the top
and bottom are separated, for which purpose
I may employ any suitable means. In the
present instance I have shown supports S,
two in number and each consisting of a stiff
wire 30, whose center 31 is adapted to press
downward upon the bottom B and engage
within one of the hooks 11 and whose ends 32
are turned inward and journaled within
sleeves 33, secured to.the lower face of the
top plate 22. However, it will be understood
that any other suitable and equivalent form
or supports may be employed.

The door D consists of a perforated portion
40, hinged, as at 41, to close an opening 42 in
the center of the top plate 22, and at the free
edge of this door is a lateh L, consisting of a
bolt 43, sliding under keepers 44 on the door
and engaging a single keeper 45 on the top
plate. To the handle of this bolt is prefer-
ably attached a spring 46, having a catch 47
normally engaging the innermost keeper 44,
the free end of the spring being provided with
a thumb-piece 48, standing within an opening
49 in the handle of the bolt, all as best seen
in Fig. 2. “When it ig desired to open the
door, the thumb-piece is depressed to disen-
gage the cateh from the keeper; and further
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2 640,512

pressure on the handle of the bolt will slide
the latter within the keepers on the door, so
as to disconneect its tip from the single keeper
on the top plate. When the boltis again shot
into place, the cateh 47 automatically engages
the inner keeper to hold it-there. However,
any other suitable form of latch may be ein-
ployed without departing from the spirit of
my invention.

All parts of this device are of the desired
sizes, shapes, proportions, and materials; ex-
ceptthatthe cover is preferably of canvas and
the remaining parts may be of metal pressed
or stamped into shape. K In assembling the
parts the eover is placed on a suitable sup-
port, the bottom is passed thereinto, the sup-
ports S are folded, the top is passed into the

cover and pressed downward upon the bot-

tom, and the flexible coveris then folded down
upon- the top, so that the whole occupies very
little space and the flexible cover stands in
contact with no sharp edges, which might cut
orinjureit. To setupthe device for use, the
cover is unfolded, the handle 25 is grasped,
and the top raised until the hooks 4 engage
the bead at the upper edge of the chime, the
latch is moved to open the door D, and the
supports S are borne downward around their
pivotsuntiltheyengage with the spring-hooks
11. The device is then filled with water and
minnows or other suitable bait placed there-

in, after which the door may be closed and |

latehed and the pail can be used by the fish-
erman in a well-known manner. To again
fold the device, as for storage or transporta-
tion, the door is opened, the supports drawn
upward against the bottom of the top plate,
the top pressed downward upon the bottom;
and the cover folded into position,as seen in
Fig. 3.

‘What I claim as new is—

1. In a minnow-pail, the combination with
a flexible waterproof cover comprising a bot-
tom and upright sides, and inwardly-project-
ing hooks at the upper edge of the latter; of
arigid bottom,arigid top consisting of a chime
fitting within the cover and having at its up-
per edge a bead to engage said hooks, a top
plate fast within the chime between ifs upper
and lower edges, a door in this plate, and a
handle pivoted to the chime and adapted to
be housed therein; and movable supports at-
tached to the lower side of the top plate and

adapted to be housed within the chimeorto
distend this plate from the bottom, all as and
for the purpose set forth.

2. In a minnow-pail, the combination with
a flexible waterproof cover comprising a bot-
tom and upright sides, and inwardly-project-
ing hooks at the upper edge of the latter; of
arigid bottom,a rigid top consisting of a chime
fitting within the cover and havingits upper
edge adapted to engage said hooks and a top
plate within this’chime, both said parts being
of perforated material, means for distending
the parts, ears within the chime, a bail piv-
oted thereto and having a handle adapted to
be housed within the chime, said top plate
having an opening, a door hinged thereover,
and a latech for holding the door closed; -sub-
stantially as deseribed.

3. In a minnow-pail, the combination with
the flexible cover consisting of a flat bottom
and nprightsides havinghooks at theiredges;
of arigid perforated bottom plate, inwardly-
opening spring-hooks thereon, a rigid perfo-
rated top plate having a chime adapted to en-
gage the hooks of the cover, a'door in this top
plate, sleeves beneath this plate, and two sup-
ports each eonsisting of a stout wire whose
body when the snpport is vertical engages one
of said hooks on the bottom and whose upper
ends are turned inward and journaled in one
of said sleeves, as and for the purpose set
forth.

4, In a minnow-pail, the combination with
a flexible cover comprising-a bottom and up-
right sides with hooks at their top-edges, and
a-rigid bottom; of a rigid top removably en-
gaging said hooks, supports pivoted to the
top and adapted when distended to separate
the top and bottom, an opening in the top; a
hinged door closing the same, a latch at the
free edge of the door consisting of a bolt slid-
ing in keepers thereon and engaging a single
keeper on the top plate, and a spring-actuated
lateh on said bolt engaging one of the keepers
on the door when the bolt is shot, as and for
the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I have heréunto sub-
sceribed my signature this the 7th dayof June,
A. D. 1899.

WILLIAM R. YEAGLA.

Witnesses: :
GEO. D. SEARING,
SAMUEL YEAGLA.
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