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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CLINTON D. CANNON, 

of Battle Creek, in the county of Calhoun and 
State of Michigan, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Ladders; and I do 
hereby declare that the following is a full, clear, 
and exact description of the invention, which 
will enable other's skilled in the art to Which 
it appertains to make and use the Same, refer 
ence being had to the accompanying drawings, 
which form a part of this specification. 

Figure 1 is a perspective view, and Fig. 2 
is a front view, of my improved ladder. 
Corresponding parts in both figures are de 

noted by like letters of reference. 
This invention relates to that class of lad 

ders which consist of a single centrally-located 
beam provided with and Supporting a series 
of transverse rounds or steps; and it consists, 
essentially, in the combination, with a ladder 
thus constructed, of truss-rods connected to 
the ends of the rounds or steps and to the cen 
tral beam, as will be hereinafter more fully de 
scribed, and particularly pointed out in the 
clain. 

In the drawings hereto annexed, A repre 
sents the central beam of the ladder, which is 
provided with feet B B and with the trans 
verse rounds or steps C C. The ends of the 
said rounds C C are connected by the truss 
wires D D, which are wound around or other 
wise suitably attached to the extreme outer 
ends of the said rungs or steps. The eXtreme 
upper and lower ends of the said truss rods or 
wires may be either permanently attached to 
the ends of the upper and lower rounds or 
steps or they may be braced from thence to 
the upper and lower ends of the beam proper. 

(No model.) 

I am aware that this class of ladders have 
been heretofore constructed with truss wires 
or rods extending from the top of the main 
beam diagonally to the ends of the central 
round, and from thence diagonally down to 
the lower end of the main beam. By this con 
struction the rounds are imperfectly braced 
or sustained, and the truss rods or wires are 
considerable impediments to any person who 
attempts to mount the ladder, on account of 
the diagonal line at which each of the upper 
and lower steps is crossed. 

By my improvements the truss-rods con 
nect the extreme outer ends of the rods, which 
are thus perfectly braced, and the said rods or 
wires, instead of impeding the progress of the 
person attempting to mount the ladder, offer 
him considerable assistance as handles by 
which he may sustain his equilibrium. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim and desire to Secure by Letters Patent 
of the United States 
As an improvement in ladders, the combi 

nation, with the central main beam, A, secured 
in the supports BB, and having the trans 
verse rounds or foot-pieces CC passing through. 
from side to side, of the truss rods or wires D, 
connected firmly to the extreme outer ends of 
said rounds and to the upper and lower ends 
of the upright beam, as shown and described. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

CLINTON D. CANNON. 
Witnesses: 

A. CANNON, 
BENN. STERBINS. 
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