
(No Model.) 
C, R, STR AUGHN. 

INKSTAND, 
No. 481,600, Patented Aug. 30, 1892. 

ER, 

c 

- 
} = 

E=- --- 

2. 

WITNESSES: E7 NVEN TO FR 
4. 7 C2ZZZZZZZZ, 

344, /2 ?az-4 A. 24. A V6. 24. " 
2.2 1 3f2 az 

  

  

  



O 

25 

35 

40 

45 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

CHARLES R. STRAUGHN, OF FERN WOOD, PENNSYLVANIA. 

NKSTAND. 
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To all whom it may concern: end of which connecting-rod H is pivoted, 
Beit known that I, CHARLESR. STRAUGHN, and L, button carried by front end of lever I, 

a citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of Fernwood,Delaware county, Pennsylvania, 
have invented certain new and useful Im. 
provements in Inkstands, of which the follow ing is a specification. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

inkStands; and its object is to furnish an ink 
stand the top of which will always be in 
place to prevent evaporation from the ink 
Well and to prevent dust and dirt from fall 
ing into it, except at the instant the pen is to 
be dipped into the ink. 
My invention consists of an ink-well of the 

usual form supported upon a base which car 
ries standards, between which and at a suit 
able height above the ink - well is a shaft 
which is free to turn on bearings in or upon 
the standards. This shaft carries a down 
Wardly - extending arm, to the lower end of 
which is pivoted the cap for covering theink 
Well. Upon one end of the shaft is a crank, 
to which is pivoted the upper end of a con 
necting-rod, the lower end of which is pivoted 
to the rear end of a lever which is pivoted to 
One of the standards, and the front end of 
which is furnished with a button which is 
adapted to be depressed by the fingers of the 
hand holding the pen to cause through the 
mechanism connected therewith the cap which 
covers the well to be moved back, uncover 
ing it. 
In the accompanying drawings, forming 

part of this specification, and in which simi 
lar letters of reference indicate similar parts 
throughout the several views, Figure 1 is a 
front elevation of an inkstand embodying my 
improvements; and Fig. 2, a section of Fig. 1 
on line 12, the ink-well being shown in dot 
tedlines. 
A is the base, which may be constructed of 

metal, wood, or any suitable material; B, ink 
wells; C, standards secured to base; D, shaft 
carried by standards and turning on pivots a 
E, arm carried by shaft D and extending 
downwardly; F, cap secured to the lower end 
of arm E by pivot b and adapted normally to 
cover the top of the ink-well; G, crank car 
ried by shaft ID; H, connecting-rod, the upper 
end of which is pivoted to crank G; I, lever 
pivoted at K to standard C, and to the rear 

and which is depressed by the finger when it 
is desired to open the well. 
M, Fig. 2, is a stop carried by standard C, 

which prevents a too-great upward movement 
of lever I. 
The normal position of the cap F is shown 

by full lines in Fig. 2. Its weight and the 
weight of its connected parts cause it to fall 
into a position which closes the top of the 
ink-well. 
When it is desired to dip the pen into the 

ink, the pen being held between the thumb 
and first finger, the hand is advanced and the 
little finger is placed upon the button L, de 
pressing this button and the front part of le 
ver I, raising the rear part of this lever, the 
connecting-rod H, and crank G and causing 
the shaft D to be rotated in its bearings. 
The rotation of this crank draws back the 
arm E and cap F and the well is open, the po 
sition of the various parts being shown by 
dotted lines in Fig. 2. These movements take 
place instantly and no time is lost in the 
action. As soon as the pen is lifted from the 
well and the finger from the button L the 
weight of the cap F and its connected parts 
immediately returns the cap to its normal po 
sition and the well is closed. 
The mechanism is exceedingly simple and 

inexpensive, is very durable, and in ordinary 
use cannot get out of order. The ink-well is 
closed at all times when not actually in use 
and is opened instantly without unusual ef 
fort or movement when the penis to be dipped 
into the ink and is closed automatically as 
soon as the hand holding the penis Withdrawn. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim 
1. The combination, in an inkstand, of an 

ink-Well, a base, Standards carried by Said 
base and extending above the top of said ink 
well, a shaft pivoted to said standards and 
extending across the top of said ink-well, an 
arm depending from and integral with said 
shaft, a cap pivotally connected at its rear 
end to lower end of said arm and closing the 
top of ink-well, a crank on said shaft, a lever 
pivoted to the front part of saidstandards and 
carrying an operating-button on its frontend, 
and a connecting-link connecting the rear end 
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of said lever and crank, all substantially as 
and for the purposes set forth. 

2. The combination, in an inkstand, of an 
ink-well, a base, standards carried by said 
base and extending above the top of said ink 
well, a shaft pivoted to said standards and ex 
tending across the top of the ink-well, an arm 
depending from and integral with said shaft, 
a cap pivotally connected to lower end of said 
arm and adapted to close the top of the ink 
well, a crank on said shaft, a lever pivoted to 

the front part of said standards and furnished 
at its front end with an operating-button, a 
link connecting the rear end of said lever and 
the crank, and a stop carried by the standard I5 
to which said lever is pivoted and adapted to 
limit the movement of said lever and its con 
nected parts, all substantially as described. 

CHAS. R. STRAUGHN. 
Witnesses: 

MORRIS R. BOCKIUS, 
CHAS. A. R.UTTER. 

  


