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(57) Abstract: The present
invention provides an occluder (10)
with a self centering system that
keeps the occluder (10) properly
centered in a defect which allows
the center of the occluder (10) to
remain properly positioned within
the defect so that the left and
right sides cover the entire defect
which reduces the chance of blood
shunting through the defect and
increases the effectiveness of the
occluder. The self centering system
is comprised of a series of arms
(14,16) that provide tension to hold
the right and left sides in place. The
arms (14,16) are shaped to provide
a flexible intermediate zone (D)
comprising a left and a right conical
shaped network, wherein each
network extends from the right and
left sides and narrows at the center
section. The flexible intermediate
zone (D) centers the occluder (10)
and helps to hold it in place.
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