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(57) Abstract: A node device is provided
for a sensor data distribution system having a
sensor and an external device hierarchically
connected through two or more node devices.
Control means (201) starts such an internal
constitution component of receiving means
(208) for the sensor, receiving means (206)
for a data processing node, transmission
means (205) for the data processing node,
transmission means (207) for the external
device and conversion processing means
(209) as is used with constitution information
held by constitution setting means (202),
controls not only the connection between
the started internal constitution components
on the basis of an input-output relation but
also the connection between the internal
constitution component and the outside in
accordance with connection information
held by connection setting means (203),
and sets the started conversion processing
means (209) with the data indicating the
conversion processing procedure held in
conversion processing setting means (204),
thereby to reconstitute a data processing
node (100) into any of the node device to be
connected with the sensor, the node device
to be connected with the external device,
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family) . As a result, the aforementioned "common matter" is not the special
technical feature within the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence, gince
the "common matter" makes no contribution over the prior art. Therefore,
there exists no "special technical feature" common to all the inventions
of claims 1 - 9. Since there exists no other common matter which can be
considered as

(continued to extra sheet)

L I:l As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment of
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3. I:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. I:l No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest |:] The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable,
the payment of a protest fee..

|:| The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

|:| No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (2)) (April 2005)



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT International application No.
PCT/JP2005/023605

Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

a special technical feature within the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, second
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