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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE M. MERRITT, a
citizen of the United States, residing at New-
ark, in the county of Essex and State of New
Jersey, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Check-Panches; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full,clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
as will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to numerals of reference marked
thereon, which form a part of this specifica-
tion.

The objects of this invention are to provide
a check-punch of simple and cheap construe-
tion, to obtain one which can be made at
small cost and utilized as an advertising me-
dium, and to secure other advantages and re-
sults, some of which may be referred to here-
inafter in connection with the desecription of
the working parts.

The invention consists in the improved
check-punch and in the arrangements and
combinations of parts of the same, all sub-
stantially as will be hereinafter set forth,and
finally embraced in the clauses of the claim.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
in which like numerals of reference indicate
corresponding parts in each of the several fig-
ures, Figure 1 isa plan of iny improved check-
punch, and Fig. 2 is an enlarged portion of
the same. Fig. 3 is an end view, and Fig. 4
is an enlarged cross-section on line z, Fig. 2.

In said drawings, 2 indicates the body por-
tion of my improved check-punch, compris-
ing a strip of suitable sheet metal, prefer-
ably aluminium, and having one longitudi-
nal edge portion 3 folded over upon itself.
Upon said body portion is superposed or laid
the jaw member 4 of my improved punch,
also comprising a strip of sheet metal and
having onelongitudinal edge slipped beneath
the folded edge part 3 of the body portion
and held in place by rivets 5 passed throngh
the three thicknesses of metal. The other
edge of the jaw member 4 is left free, so that
a check can be inserted between the two
members, and to facilitate such placing of a
check in position the jaw member and over-
lappingedge of the body portion have a slight

indent a check laid between.

offset or bend away from the main part of
the body 2 along a longitudinal line adja-
cent to theline of riveting, as at 5, - This off-
set also provides a stop to engage the edge of
the inserted check and determine its position
in the punch.

The central portion of the jaw member 4 is
cut out, as at 7, to form a rectangular open-
ing, with a series of integral tongues 8 along
its longitudinal edge next the free edge of
jawmember. Thesetongues 8 preferably ex-
tend at their free ends tolie beneath the edge
of the doubled portion 3 of the body member,
which thus serves to prevent their upward or
outward escape while permitting them to be
pressed down flatwise against the body por-
tion.

In each tongue is a series of perforations9,
outlining a numeral or character of anyother
desired sort, and directly beneath on the hody
portion 2 is a similar series of studs or prints
19, adapted to enter the perforations 9 and
Thesaid studs
10 are preferably stamped or pressed up
from the sheet - metal body 2 by suitable
dies in the process of manufacture, and pref-
erably said studs enter the perforations some-
what loosely or without a shearing action, so
as to produce an embossing effect on the pa-
per of a check. While it isnot the intent of
the device to cut a holein the check, still the

points of the studs 10 may push through the

paper at the tops-of the embossings.

The tongues S, which may be of any size
desired, are preferably separated by open
spaces 11, which expose the check or other
paper at the sides of any tongue being used,
so that a proper linear spacing may be read-
ily secured by the eye.

The doubled edge of the body portion 2 may
be slightly up-curved or bent, as at 14, to fa-
cilitate its use as a ruler, and preferably
graduations of length measure or other mat-
ter commonly formed on rulers are marked
on the upper side of said doubled-edge por-
tion. The opposite or free single edge 13 of
the body portion is carried outward beyond
the corresponding edge of the jaw member,
not only to render more easy an insertion of
a check edgewise between said parts, but also
to provide a convenient paper-cutter.
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Having thus deseribed the invention, what
I claim as new is—

1. In a check-punch, a body portion pre-
senting die members, and aresilient plate se-
cured at one edge to said body portion and
normally lying away from said body portion,
substantially parallel thereto, said plate pro-
viding integral tongues whose bases are far-
thest from the said secured edge of the plate
and whose free ends project toward said se-
cured edge, said tongues presenting die mem-
bers adapted to cobperate with the die mem-
bers on the body portion.

2. In a check-punch, a body portion pre-
senting upward projections or male die mem-
bers, and a resilient plate secured at one edge
tosaid body portion and normally lying away
from the same substantially parallel thereto,
and having integral tongues cut out of itself,
said tongues having their bases farthest from
the said secured edge of the plate and their
freeends projecting toward said secured edge,
and being perforated to receive the die pro-
jections on the body portion and codperate
therewith.

3. A check-punch, comprising a body por-
tion affording male die members or projec-
tions at its upper surface, a sheet-metal jaw
member disposed flatwise upon said body and
clamped thereto along one edge, said jaw
member being apertured and having integral
tonguesextending from the edge of said aper-
ture away from the clamped edge of the jaw
member toward said clamped edge, said
tongues having perforations therein adapted
to receive the said projections on the body
portions.
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4. A check-punch, comprising a body mem-
ber of thin sheet metal having one edge por-
tion doubled upon itself, and a jaw member
also of sheet metal and having one edge riv-
eted between the doubled portion of the body
member, said jaw member being centrally
apertured and having integral tongues ex-
tending from the edge of said aperture away
from the riveted edge of the jaw member to-
ward said riveted edge and lying at their free
ends beneath the doubled portion of the body
member, said tongues having perforations
therein and the body member having eleva-
tions or projectionsforced up out of itself and
adapted to register with said perforations in
the tongues.

5. Acheck-punch,comprising a sheet-metal
body member having one edge portion dou-
bled uponitself and a jaw member of resilient
sheet metal having one edge firmly clamped
between the doubled portion of the body mem-
ber, said jaw member being apertured and
having integral tongues extending from the
edge of said aperture away from the clamped
edge of the jaw member toward said elamped
edge, said tongues having perforations there-
in and the body member having elevations
or projections adapted to register with said

perforations in the tongues.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing 1
have hereunto set my hand this 26th day of
October, 1901.

GEORGE M. MERRITT.
Witnesses:

RusseLL M. EVERETT,
C. B. PiTNEY.
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