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This invention is directed to a very novel, 
simple, and practical bottle carrier, used for the 
holding and carrying of a plurality of the Smaller 
bottles in which soft drinks are contained. 

It is an object and purpose of the present in 
vention to provide a, bottle carrier Which is of 
a sturdy and durable construction and may be 
reused many times. It is a further object of 
the invention to provide a bottle carrier in Which 
the plurality of bottles which it carries are 
quickly and easily loaded therein, being vertically 
received in the carrier, the handle Which is 
grasped when the carrier and the bottles therein 
are moved being turned to a horizontal position, 
in which position the sides of the carrier Spread 
apart for the ready entrance of the bottles. After 
the carrier has been loaded, the handle is turned 
to a vertical position with an automatic in Ward 
drawing of the sides of the carrier at their upper 
edge portions to grip the bottles and hold them. 
snugly. A further object of the invention is 
to provide a bottle carrier which When the handle 
is in its vertical position and the bottles are 
gripped, the handle in an upper position thereof 
extends above the tops of the bottles So that 
it may be grasped for carrying, but in another 
position, in which the handle is moved vertically 
downward, it is below or at least flush with 
the tops of the bottles, permitting the loaded 
carriers and bottles therein to be stacked verti 
cally one upon another. A still further object 
of the invention is to provide a, bottle carrier hav 
ing the desirable features mentioned which may 
be manufactured economically and produced and 
Sold at low cost. 
An understanding of the invention may be had 

from the following description, taken in connec 
tion with the accompanying drawing, in which, 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the bottle carrier 
of my invention. 

Fig. 2 is a plan view thereof, and 
Fig. 3 is a fragmentary end elevation. With the 

carrier shown in both its loading and bottle 
gripping positions. 

Like reference characters refer to like parts 
of different figures of the drawing. 
In the construction of the bottle carrier, a 

plate of thin sheet metal is shaped with a hori 
Zontal bottom of rectangular form and integral 
sides 2 extending upwardly therefrom. At each 
end of the body of the carrier thus provided, 
are wire frames each having a horizontal bottom 
Section, from each end of which vertical sections 
3 are bent upWardly a distance slightly greater 
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2 
bent to extend horizontally inward in short sec 
tions 4, and continued upwardly and inwardly 
in converging inclined sections 5 each of which 
terminates in an open hook 6 as shown. These 
frames are connected one at each end of the body, 
the netal at each end of the bottom 2 being 
formed into a bead 7 covering the lower hori 
ZOntal Sections of Said frames and at each end 
of each Side 2, similarly turned inwardly and 
formed into beads 8 covering the vertical side. 
Sections 3 of the frame nearly to their upper 
ends. A Secure and permanent connection of 
the endwise frames to the body of the carrier. 
is made. 
The bottle carrier is completed by a handle of 

thin, flat, bar sheet metal. The bar of metal is 
formed into an inverted U-shaped bail, having 
an upper horizontal hand engaging portion 9 and, 
legs 0 at right angles thereto. Each leg f G, 
adjacent its free end, has a longitudinal slot. 
f cut therein. The hooks 6 are inserted through 
the slots , as shown in Fig. 1, and the bottle 
Carrier is complete. - 
In bending the sides 2 upwardly from the bot 

ton f, they are bent so as to normally extend 
at right angles therefrom when free to do so. 
When the handle is in a vertical position, as in 
Fig. 1, the two hooks of each of the wire frame 
ends of the bottle carrier are drawn together 
by reason of the narrow width of the slots f and 
the upper portions of the sides 2 are moved toward 
each other. On Swinging the handle to a hori 
ZOntal position, in either direction from its verti 
cal position, the hooks 6 are permitted to move 
a Way from each other and move to opposite ends 
of the slots if which are in horizontal position 
as shown in dash lines in Fig. 3; and the sides 
of the body of the bottle carrier spring outwardly 
to vertical position as shown in dash lines in 
Fig. 3. 
The length of the legs of the handle is 

Such that When the handle is turned to horizontal 
position, the hand engaging portion 9 of the 
handie is located outwardly far enough so that 
at least its inner side is as far out as the outer 
side of the carrier body side 2 below it. In 
Such position, the carrier may be loaded by bot 
tles introduced from above and moved down 
Wardly therein. The bottle carrier is fully open 
at the top and there is no interference in load 
ling. 
On turning the handle to vertical position, as 

in Fig. 1, and as shown in full lines in Fig. 3, the 
upper portion 9 of the handle is sufficiently above 

than the height of the sides 2, each being then 55 the tops of the bottles in the carrier that it may 
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be engaged by the hand for carrying the bottle 
carrier and its contents. When the handle is 
moved bodily downward in a vertical direction, to 
the dotted line position shown in Fig. 3, the upper 
side 9 of the handle is moved downwardly to a 
position below or at least fiush with the upper 
sides of the tops of the bottles which are loaded 
in the carrier. In such position, a second carrier 
loaded with bottles may be stacked thereupon, 
and the stacking vertically of Several of the loaded 
bottle carriers done in the same manner So that 
in truck transportation, stacking of the loaded 
carriers to any desired height is readily done. 
The bottle carrier of my invention is economi 

cally produced. The hooks 6 are open for quick 
and ready assembly with the handle, and the 
bottoms of the hooks preferably will be as nearly 
at right angles to the sides as may be done for 
facility in Swinging the handle from horizontal 
to vertical position, or vice versa. The carrier 
being of metal is of a sturdy and durable struc 
ture and may be reused for a long time. 
The invention is defined in the appended claims 

and is to be considered comprehensive of all forms 
of structure coming within their scope. 

claim: 
1. A bottle carrier comprising, a body having 

a rectangular bottom and generally vertical sides 
extending upwardly one at each longitudinal edge 
of the bottom, open end frames secured one at 
each end of said body and each including at the 
upper portion thereof, converging upwardly in 
clined members adapted to meet at their upper 
ends substantially midway between the sides of 
Said body and thereabove, said sides of the body 
being drawn inwardly toward each other at their 
upper edge portions when the upper ends of Said 
end frame sides are brought together and spread 
ing apart at Such upper edge portions when the 
upper ends of Said converging sides of the end 
frames are free to move away from each other, 
and a U-shaped handle having pivotal and slid 
able Connections at each end thereof with the 
upper end portions of said converging members 
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4. 
of the end frames, having means for drawing the 
upper ends of Said Converging sides together in 
one position of the handle and freeing them for 
Separation in another position thereof. 

2. A structure as defined in claim 1, said end 
frames being of wire rod and the converging 
members thereof at their upper ends each having 
a return bent hook, and Said U-shaped handle 
having in each leg thereof adjacent its free end, 
a longitudinal slot, through which slots the hooks 
of the associated end frame members are con 
nected with the legs of said handle. 

3. A bottle carrier comprising, a bottom of 
rectangular form, and integral upwardly ex 
tending sides one at each longitudinal edge of 
the botton, said sides normally, when free of 
restraint, being located substantially at right 
angles to the bottom, an open frame of wire rod 
having a bottom and generally vertical members 
permanently secured at each end of the body to 
the ends of Said bottom and sides of the body each 
vertical member of each open frame above the 
upper edge of Said sides of the body having up 
Wardly inclined converging extensions, each ter 
minating in a hook, and a handle comprising an 
elongated bar of U-shaped form having spaced 
legs each having a longitudinal slot adjacent its 
free end, Said legs of the handle extending be 
tween the hooks of Said end frames with said 
hooks passing through the slots, whereby the 
handle may be turned between vertical and hori 
Zontal positions and in vertical position may be 
bodily raised and lowered between two extreme 
upper and lower positions. 

JOHN T. CLORE. 
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