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(54) Title: CAPLESS RETRACTABLE SEALED MARKING INSTRUMENT

(57) Abstract: A capless, retractable marking instrument (10) has an airtight cavity in-
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corporated in a housing portion (14). The airtight cavity has a chamber portion (30),
a wiper seal (34) at one end of the chamber portion (30) and a seal portion (32) at the
opposite end of the chamber portion (30). The seal portion (32) is positioned at the for-
ward nib end of the marking instrument (10). The seal portion (32) has an aperture (116)
defined by a cross-slit construction that includes two interconnecting linear slits (118,
120). The linear slits (118, 120) define flaps (122) which flex outwardly and back cor-
responding to the direction of travel of the nib portion (48) of the marketing instrument
(10). The flaps (122) roll outwardly when the nib portion (48) is in the extended posi-
tion and when the nib portion (48) is retracted the flaps (122) gently wipe any excess ink
from the nib portion (48) and return to a closed, sealed position to maintain an airtight
barrier in the cavity thereby substantially eliminating evaporation of the ink through the
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