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To all, thon it may concer, 
ise it known that , CISARLEs F. E. SORTA, 

a citizen of the United States, and resident 
of the borough of Manhattan, city, county, 
and State of New York, have invented cei 
tain new and usefuti in provements in the 
Riethod of Producing Stage Effects, of 
which the following is a specification. . . 
The object of any invention is to provide 

a collination of certain living models 
will assume artistic poses and certail color 
and Scene effects which will it every in 
stance harmonize with the poses of the 
2}}odels. 

in the past, a stereopticon antern has been 
ised in combination with a dancer or with 
a single individual, but one of the most in 
portant, features of my invention is the con 
bining of a plurality of figures upon a single 
side. Because of the difficulties of obtaining 
register this has never before been attempted 
and wherever a plurality of figures were to 
be used a plurality of anterns have also 
been used, and the figures 'eceived the pro 
jected inage from each ianteria iridepend 
ently. Sith my device i utilize that aij 
pieased to term a keyboard, and the Success 
of my undertaking depends upon an under 
standing of tine key-board and the prope' 
adjustment of the lanteris and figuires in 
relation thereto. also employ a piirality 
(of anteins to obtain certain artistic effects 
and in loy certain binds or shutter's 
which perfoan illnoitaint functions. 
A complete description of this method of 
peration wii appear as the specification. 
rogresses. 
The following is what consider the best 

lineas of carrying out my invention, and 
the accompanying drawing forms a part of 
this specification in which : 

Figure shows an elevation of stage set 
for the production of my effects. Fig. 2 is 
a side view of the stage showing the location 
of the alterns. Fig. 3 shows one of the 
sides. 

Similar reference alumelais indicate like 
parts, in all figures where they appear and 
in describing my inventioia will describe 
i.e parts in rotation connecing with the 
stage and the apparatus ised thereof. 

i, have sing win the fool of the stage, 
at 2 the proscenium arch and a 3 tile d'op 
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which usually extends a few feet, beiow the 
is used for screenig the apper 

Specification of Letters Patent, Patested: Re 6, 95. 
Serial No. 380,139. 

ends of the Wings or drops. 4 and 5 indicate 
two ordinary wings. All of these parts may 
be of ordinary construction and require no 
change to be operated successfully with my 
invention. At 6 show a screen which nay 
he white and formed from scrim or an 
opaque naterial. About midiength of this 
screen and extending upward from the lower 
edge the 'eof, I arrange an arch which may 
ise of any desired size as indicated at and 
a pair of curtains 8 and 9 which when 
opened disclose to view a grotto in which 
my models are posed. This grotto consists 
of a white and preferably opaque back 
ground, and sides or wings sufficient to ex 
clude cross lights, and upon the floor of the 
grotto place a board or platform that, i. 
will sometimes refer to as a key-boat. This 
key-board is an important element and coin 
sists of boards covered or painted white and 
having upon the upper surface a plurality 
of characters as indicated at 10. It is by 
the means of these characters that the 
imodels used in my effect, are enabled to as 
Stine the proper positions and to harmonize 
with the projected Scene that is to be re 
ceived upon the screen. 

: the best operation of my invention 
use : iaintern or projector or stereopticoa as 
it is usually called. may arrange the lan 
tein at any distance away from the stage 
it ist, described, as have found that, by ar. 
i'anging the iaintern quite close to the stage 
that : ilay obtain an effect highly artistic 
and very satisfactory. 

will now describe one of the nost, in 
portant elements of my invention, that is the 
side shown in Fig. 3. In connection with 
this slide it will be noted that, the features 
of the figure shown do not appear. The fea 
tures are to be supplied by the models or 
figures used in the effect. however color 
the side to an extent sufficient to produce 
the effect of robes or costumes which will 
appear as draped upon the models when the 
nodels are harinonized or are in register 
with the projected scene. 

It is well known that the scene can not be 
observed by the person posing, the location 
of the persons or models inust, be conti'oted 
2ntirely by the key-board, and the arrange 
Rent of the properties such as pedestais, 
and other furnishings are also controllied by 
the key-board. 

i producing is effect a number of rod 
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els are used. The models are dressed in 
tights. The color of the screens is usually 
white with a darkened stage. The innocles 
assume positions indicated by the key-board, 
and then when the light from the lantern is 
projected upon the Screen, the lantern pro 
jects a scene of which the models become a 
part. It is possible with this method of 
operation to project upon the models or 
figures representations of gowns So that to 
the observer the models appear fully 
dressed. It is possible to so fully blend the 
figures with the scene or picture of which 
they are a part that the line of demarcation 
between the two is not observable. 
Although I have shown the use of but two 

figures, it will be understood that a greater number of figures may be employed with a 
corresponding number of models who must 
be well trained to assume their proper posi 
tions. It will also be observed that further 
modifications may be made within the scope 
of the appended claims without departing 
from the principle or sacrificing the condi 

I may increase or tion of this invention. 

1,186,292 

decrease the size of the arch 7. Ilay figures 
may be used instead of living models. 
Having carefully described any invention 

what I claim and lesire to Sect 'e by Letter's Patent is: 
1. The method of forming a theatrical 

scene consisting of placing a figure and a 
back ground therefor substantially in the 
focus of a projecting apparatus and then 
projecting upon the back groinct a scene of 
which the figure forms ar) integral part. . 

2. The method of forming a theatrical 
scene consisting of placing a figure and a 
back ground therefor substantially in the 
focus of a projecting apparatus and then 
projecting on the fig'e and back ground 
a scene of which tie figure forms an inte g'al part. 
Signed at New York city, this 7th day of 

August, 1914. 
CIIAS. F. DE SOR.I.A. 

Witnesses: 
G. E. STERRITFF. 
ANTON PI. It is MARR. 
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