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This invention has been devised to provide a coin count 
ing mechanism which is particularly adapted to be incor 
porated in those machines generally termed "poker' 
machines. 
The object of the present invention is to provide a 

counting mechanism which will count and record every 
culin which is inserted in the coin slot of a machine and 
which will operate in conjunction with a coin transfer 
Inechanism incorporated in such machines to count and 
record the number of coins transferred by the transfer 
mechanism as profit for the proprietor of the machine. 
Up to the present time, there has been no mechanical 

means on any poker machine to count the total coins in 
serted in the machine and of the percentage of these coins 
which pass to the proprietor of the machine as profit. 
The present invention overcomes this problem by pro 
viding mechanical means which will record the total of 
each group of coins. Thus, the present invention has the 
dual advantages of providing both totals so that any 
authorized person or persons can check these totals at 
any time and secondly, if the method of taxing such ma 
chines is changed from a flat rate, to a rated fee based 
upon the amount of money passed through the machine, 
this amount can be determined at any time. 

In poker machines to which the invention is applied 
there is a coin magazine which is filled by the proprietor 
of the machine, before a playing period commences, with 
a predetermined nuraber of coins. For example, in a 
“two-shilling' machine, the coin magazine may be adapted 
to hold 100 fiorins and these are placed in the magazine 
by the proprietor as stated. There is a transfer mecha 
nism operatively associated with the playing handle of 
the machine, which is adapted to transfer the top coin 
from the coin magazine when the said coin magazine 
contains one coin in excess of the 100 basic coins, and this 
transferred coin represents profit for the proprietor of the 
machine. 

According to this invention a machine of the type re 
ferred to has aggregate coin counting means connected 
through a linkage to the operating handle of the machine 
and adapted to be actuated thereby for counting and re 
cording every coin inserted in the coin slot of the ma 
chine. Profit coin counting means have control means 
to operatively connect Such means to the operating handle 
through the means which actuate the aggregate coin 
counting and receiving means. The control means are 
adapted to be actuated by coins moved by the machine's 
profit coin transfer mechanism to be deposited in a profit 
receptacle. 
One embodiment of the invention is described with 

reference to the annexed drawings, wherein: 
FiG. 1 is a perspective view of the counting and record 

ing mechanism mounted in a machine of the type referred 
to. 

FIG. 2 is a fragmentary side elevation. 
FIG. 3 is a fragmentary rear elevation. 
As illustrated, coin receiving chute 1 has its inlet lo 

cated to receive the overflow of coins from a coin maga 
Zine 2 by the operation of a conventional profit coin 
transfer mechanism. The chute 1 terminates in juxtaposi 
tion to a slide plate 3. This slide plate 3 has side flanges 

10 

5 

20 

25 

40 

(30 

65 

70 

3,975,699 
Patenked Jan. 29, 1963 

2 
4 whereby it is slidably mounted on rods 5 fixed in lugs 
6 on a U-shaped member 7 mounted on a coin slide 9. 
The slide plate 3 is adapted to be moved so that its slot 
18 can be brought into register with the coin receiving 
chute i to convey one coin only to the slot 11 in the 
U-shaped member 7 through which the coin can drop 
onto the coin slide 9. The construction of these parts 
is Such, that thus only one coin can pass on to the coin 
slide 9 when the number of coins in the magazine ex 
ceeds a determined number during operation of the 
machine. That is, the slide 3 will separate coins which 
become stuck together and will allow only one coin to 
pass down the slide 9. 
Two recording meters 3, 14 are mounted on a bracket 

i5, one above the other, adjacent the lower end of the 
coin slide 9. 
The lower meter 13 is an aggregate meter. Its operat 

ing shaft 13a has a crank 26 thereon and a rod 17, 
pivoted by one end to the crank 6, has a pin projecting 
through the other end, the two parts of the pin being 
marked 18 and 8a respectively. The part 28 projects 
into a slot 9 in one limb of a beil-crank 20 fulcrumed 
in a bracket in the machine. The other limb of the beil 
crank 26 is connected by a link 2 to a lever 22 full 
crumed on the U-shaped member 7. There is a slot 23 
in the work end of the lever 22 and a journal pin 24 fixed 
on the slide plate 3, projects into the slot 23. 
The aggregate meter 3 is actuated on each operation 

of the handle 26 of the machine by a bell crank 25 which 
is fulcrumed on a bracket 5a which is an extension of 
the bracket 5. One limb 2.5a of the bell crank 25 is 
engaged by a pin 2éa on the handle 26 and is actuated 
thereby, while the other limb. 25b thereof engages one 
limb 23 of a beil crank fulcrumed on the bracket 15. 
The other limb 29 of this bell crank is connected to the 
rod 17. By this arrangement, the aggregate meter 3 is 
actuated every time the handle of the machine is actu 
ated and the actuation of the handie is of course, con 
trolled by the deposit of a coin in the machine. The 
Same movement actuates, through the linkage and com 
ponents i9-24 the slide piate 3, to deposit a coin in the 
coin side 9 in the event that there is a coin or coins in 
the chute . 
The meter 4, which is the profit meter, has a crank 30 

on its shaft 4a, and an arm 3 pivoted by one end to 
the Crank 38, has its other end in engagement with a cam 
wheel 32 on a shaft 33 which projects across and beneath 
the coin side 9. A collar 34 on the shaft 33 has a trip 
pin 35 fixed thereon and projecting through a slot indi. 
cated at 35a, FGURE 2, in the floor of the coin slide 9. 
A counterbalance weight 35 fixed on the collar 34, holds 
the trippin 35 normally in the track of a coin sliding down 
the coin slide 9, the weight of the parts being such that a 
coin moving down the slide 9, can move the trip pin 35 
arid continue its passage to a profit receptacle (not shown). 
The angle of the coin slide 9 is such that the coin can 
attain Sufficient velocity to actuate the trip pin 35. The 
arm 31 has on the end of the part engaged by the can 
32, a hook 38 which by operation of the cam 32, is 
brought into engagement with the pin 8a, whereby the 
profit meter i4 is actuated by the mechanism actuating 
the aggregate meter 13. The operating sequence is that 
When a coin inserted in the machine is in excess of the 
basic number of coins in the coin magazine, it is trans 
ferred to the chute i and is deposited on the coin slide 9 
by the slide piate 3 during that operation of the operating 
handle 26. This coin trips the pin 35 and rotates the cam 
32, which in turn brings the hook 38 into engagement 
With the pin 28a. After the coin has passed the lever 35, 
the lever 35 and cam 32 are returned by counterbalance 
36 to their normal position, and the arm 31 remains 
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raised. The profit meter 14 is actuated upon the next 
actuation of the operating handle 26, and the arm 3 
thereupon falls down into engagement with the cam 32, 
and remains down until another coin passes down the 
coin slide 9 and trips the lever 35. 
We claim: 
1. Coin counting mechanism for use in machines of the 

type described, said machines including an operating 
handle, a profit coin transfer mechanism and a profit coin 
receptacle, said coin counting mechanism comprising 
aggregate coin counting means, a linkage connecting said 
aggregate coin counting means to said operating handle 
and adapted to be actuated thereby for counting every 
coin inserted in the coin slot of the machine, profit coin 
counting means and control means to operatively connect 
the profit counting means to the operating handle through 
the linkage which actuates the aggregate coin counting 
means, said control means being adapted to be actuated 
by coins moved by the profit coin transfer mechanism to 
be deposited in the profit coin receptacle. 

2. Coin counting mechanism for use in machines of the 
type described, said machines including an operating han 
dle, a coin magazine, and a profit coin transfer mecha 
nism, said coin counting mechanism comprising a coin 
slide located to receive the overflow of coins from said 
coin magazine by the operation of said profit coin transfer 
mechanism, an aggregate coin counting meter mounted 
adjacent the lower end of the coin slide, actuating linkage 
connecting said aggregate meter to the operating handle 
of the machine, a profit counting meter mounted adjacent 
the aggregate meter, an actuating shaft connected to said 
profit counting meter, a crank on said actuating shaft, an 
arm pivoted at one end to said crank, means at the other 
end of said arm capable of engaging said actuating linkage 
of the aggregate meter, a trip pin located in a slot in the 
coin slide and adapted to be actuated by a coin passing 
down said slide, a shaft fixed to the trippin and a cam on 
said shaft to cam said means at the other end of said arm 
into operative engagement with said actuating linkage. 
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3. Coin counting mechanism according to claim 2 in 

cluding a coin receiving chute interposed between the 
profit coin transfer mechanism and the coin slide, a slide 
plate mounted on a member below the outlet of said chute 
said member having a coin delivery slot over the coin. 
slide and offset from the outlet of said chute, said slide 
plate having a coin delivery slot therein, a linkage con 
necting said slide plate to the aggregate meter actuating 
linkage adapted to move said slide plate from its slots 
gregistering position with the chute to register with the slot 
in the member and back again each time the aggregate 
meter is actuated. 

4. Coin counting mechanism according to claim 2 
wherein the actuating linkage connecting the aggregate 
meter to the operating handle of the machine comprises 
an actuating shaft for the aggregate meter, a crank on said 
shaft, a rod pivoted by one end of said crank and by the 
other end to one limb of a bell crank, a second bell crank 
having one limb in actuating engagement with said first 
bell crank and the other limb in actuating engagement 
with the conventional selector arm of the machine. 

5. Coin counting mechanism according to claim 4 
wherein the rod pivoted to the crank on the aggregate 
meter shaft has a pin mounted in a slot in one limb of a 
bell crank, the other limb of said bell crank being con 
nected by a link in turn connected by one end to a lever, 
said lever having a slot in the work end thereof and a 
pin fixed on the slide plate mounted in said slot. 
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