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Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

In claims 1-3, the invention-specifying matters of compounds contained in an atopic skin disease ameliorating
agent are expressed as options.

(Invention 1)

An invention, in which the aforementioned compound is a compound represented by general formula (A) that
is the first option, among the inventions in claims 1-3 has the special technical feature of an “atopic skin disease
ameliorating agent containing a compound represented by general formula (A)”, and is thus classified as invention 1.

(Invention 2)

An invention, in which the aforementioned compound is a compound represented by general formula (B) that is
the second option, among the inventions in claims 1-3 shares, with invention 1, the common technical feature of an
“atopic skin disease ameliorating agent containing a compound having two 6-membered aromatic rings”.

However, said technical feature does not make a contribution over the prior art in light of the disclosures of
document A (JP 2001-354567 A: see claims and examples 1-8) and document B (JP 7-118151 A: see claims and
examples 1-3) cited in the partial research report, and thus cannot be said to be a special technical feature. Moreover,
there are no other same or corresponding special technical features between these inventions.

Therefore, the invention in which the aforementioned compound is a compound represented by general formula
(B) cannot be classified as invention 1.

In addition, said invention has the special technical feature of an “atopic skin disease ameliorating agent
containing a compound represented by general formula (B)”, and is thus classified as invention 2.

(Invention 3)

An invention, in which the aforementioned compound is a compound represented by general formula (C) that is
the third option or formula (E) that is the fifth option, among the inventions in claims 1-3 shares, with inventions 1
and 2, the common technical feature of an “atopic skin disease ameliorating agent containing a compound having
two 6-membered aromatic rings”.

However, said technical feature does not make a contribution over the prior art in light of the disclosures of
documents A and B, and thus cannot be said to be a special technical feature. Moreover, there are no other same or
corresponding special technical features between these inventions.

Therefore, the invention in which the aforementioned compound is a compound represented by general formula
(C) or formula (E) cannot be classified as either invention 1 or invention 2.

In addition, said invention has the special technical feature of an “atopic skin disease ameliorating agent
containing a compound represented by general formula (C) or formula (E)”, and is thus classified as invention 3.

(Invention 4)

An invention, in which the aforementioned compound is a compound represented by formula (D) that is the fourth
option, among the inventions in claims 1-3 shares, with inventions 1-3, the common technical feature of an “atopic
skin disease ameliorating agent containing a compound having two 6-membered aromatic rings”.

However, said technical feature does not make a contribution over the prior art in light of the disclosures of
documents A and B, and thus cannot be said to be a special technical feature. Moreover, there are no other same or
corresponding special technical features between these inventions.

Therefore, the invention in which the aforementioned compound is a compound represented by formula (D)
cannot be classified as any of inventions 1-3.

In addition, said invention has the special technical feature of an “atopic skin disease ameliorating agent
containing a compound represented by formula (D)”, and is thus classified as invention 4.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet) (January 2015)
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Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

1. As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment
of additional fees.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. D No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is restricted
to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest fee
was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet) (January 2015)
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