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UNITED StaTES PATENT OFFICE.

TRANK J. PALICA, OF RACINE, WISCONSIN.

TELESCOPIC TRUNK.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Pa;tent No. 554,298, dated February 11,1896.
Application filed December 31,1894, Serial No, 533,450, (No model,)

To all whom it may concermn:

Beit known that I, FRANK J. PALICA, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Racine,
in the county of Racine and State of Wiscon-
sin, have invented a new and useful Tele-
scopic Trunk, of which the following is a
specification.

This invention relates to telescopic trunks,
and it has for its object to effeet certain im-
provements in trunks of that character which
are adjustable and collapsible so as to accom-
modate the capacity of the trunk to the
amount of goods packed therein, and thereby
obviating the loose tumbling about, of the
articles, which results from a partially-filled
trunk.

To this end the main and primary object of
the present invention is to construct a tele-
scopic trunk in a simple and efficient manner,
whereby the same is readily adjustable to
vary the capacity thereof, while at the same
time being also constructed as to render ac-
cess impossible, except by opening the 1id or
cover.

With these and other objectsin view, which
will readily appear as the nature of the in-
vention is better understood, the same con-
sists in the novel construction, combination
and arrangement of parts hereinafter more
fully described, illustrated and claimed. .

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a telescopic trunk with the lid or cover
thereof thrown open. Tig. 2 is a vertical
transverse sectional view thereof.

Referring to the accompanying drawings, 1
designates the rectangular bottom section of
the trunk-body, and said rectangular bottom
section is made of canvas-covered clothboard
or other suitable material, and is made in
different sizes according to the required size
or capacity of the trunk. The rectangular
bottom section 1 of the trunk-body has ar-
ranged thereover a larger rectangular tele-
scoping body-section 2, which, together with
the bottom section 1, complete the adjustable
trunk-body, the capacity of which may be

varied to suit the quantity of goods that are -

placed therein.

The rectangular telescoping body-section 2
is sufficiently loose on the bottom section 1,
s0 as to be easily adjusted up and down
thereon to vary the interior area of the trunk-

body, and said telescoping section is prefer-
ably made of the same material as the bot-
tom section 1in any suitable manner, and the
said telescoping section isusually of substan-
tially the same depth as the bottom section 1,
8o that the maximum size of the trunk will
be obtained by adjusting the telescoping sec-
tion 2 on the bottom section up to about the
upper edge of the latter.

The rectangular telescoping body-section 2
is, of course, open at the top and bottom, and
the open top side of said telescoping body-sec-
tion and therefore the open top of the trunk-
body is adapted to be inclosed by the swing-
ing lid or cover 3. The swinging lid or cover
3.is hinged at one edge by means of suitable
hinges 4 to one side of the telescoping sec-
tion 2, below the upperedge thereof, and when
closed over the open top of the telescoping
body-section the lid or cover is adapted fo be
secured firmly in place by suitable catches 5
at the ends of the section 2 and a suitable
lock 6 at the front side of the telescoping
body-section 2, opposite the hinged edge of
the lid or cover.

The lid or cover 3 is made of the same ma-
terial as the body-sections of the trunk, and
the material of which the said lid or cover is
formed is bent downward at the side and end
edges of the lid or cover to form depending
flanges 7 that are adapted to snugly embrace
the upper side and end edges of the telescop-
ing body-section 2 and thereby tightly inclose
in the top of the trunk-body, while at the

same time serving to hold the lid or cover:

properly in position and relieve the hinges
and fastenings thereof from any undue strain
due to hard knocks being given to the lid or
cover side of the trunk while in transporta-
tion.  The said lid or cover 3 is provided on
the outer side thereof with a suitable handle
8, which provides convenient means for car-
rying the trunk.

The bottom section 1 of the trunk-body is
adapted to have passed thereunder a pair or
more of adjusting-straps 10. The adjusting-
straps 10 are passed transversely under the
bottom section 1 and are secured fast at one
end, as at 11, to one side of the telescoping
body-section 2. The free ends of the straps

10 are passed through keepers 12 on the front
side of the body-section 2 and are provided
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with a series of adjustment-holes 13, that are
adapted to be engaged with the fixed buckles
14, thataresuitably attached to one inner side
of the telescoping body-section 2 near its up-
per edge. By reason of the disposition of
the buckles 14 within and at one side of the
body-section 2 it is necessary to pass the free
ends of the straps 10 over the upper edge of
the body-section 2 in orderto engage the same
with said buckles, and asthusengaged it will
be obvious that when the lid or coverisclosed
one of the side flanges thereof will fit directly
over the ends of the straps that passover the
upper edge of the telescopic body-section,
and thereby render it impossible to take out
the bottom section of the trunk-body, or oth-
erwise gain access within the trunk-body ex-
cept by opening the lid thereof, which is a
very desirable feature in telescopic trunks.
By adjusting the straps 10 it will be under-
stood that the body-section 2 may be adjusted
upand down to vary the capacity of the trunk.

Changes in the form, proportion, and the
minor details of construction may be resorted
to without departing from the principle or
sacrificing any of the advantages of this in-
vention.

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed, and desired to be secured by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. In atelescopie trunk, the combination of
a rectangular bottom section, a rectangular
telescoping body-section loosely working over
said bottom section, fixed buckles attached
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to one inner side of the telescoping body-sec-
tion near its upper edge, adjusting-straps se-
cured fast at one end to one side of the tele-
scoping body-section, said adjusting-straps
being adapted to be passed transversely under
said bottom section, over the upper edge of
said telescoping body-section, and adjustably
engaged with said buckles, and a flanged lid
or cover hinged at one edge to one side of the
telescoping body-section and adapted to fit
over the ends of the straps that are passed
over the upper edge of said telescoping body-
section, substantially as set forth.

9. Inatelescopic trunk, the combination of
a rectangular bottom section, a rectangular
telescoping body-section loosely working over
said bottom section, fixed buckles attached
to one inner side of the telescoping body-sec-
tion nearits upper edge, adjusting-straps con-
nected with the bottom section, passed over
the upper edge of said telescoping body-sec-
tion, and engaged with the buckles inside of
said telescoping body-section, and the flanged
lid or eover adapted to fit over the ends of
the straps that are passed over the upper edge
of said telescoping body-section, substantially
as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

FRANK J. PALICA.

Witnesses:

CHAS. M. DIETRICH,
WiLL II. CARPENTER.
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