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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HIRAM AUTGUSTUS HAR-
RINGTON, a citizen of the United States, and
a resident of Anoka, in the county of Anoka
and State of Minnesota, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Car-
Seals, of which the followingis a specification,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part thereof, in which
similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

This invention relates to car-seals; and the
object thereof is to provide an improved de-
vice for sealing freight and other cars which
is simple in construction and operation and
which may be readily attached to any form
of freight-car now in use.

The invention is fully disclosed in the fol-
lowingspecification, of which the accompany-
ing drawings form a part, in which—

Figure 1 is a side view of a portion of the
body of a carand also of aportion of the door,
showing a fastening device for the door pro-
vided with my improved seal; Fig. 2, a side
view thereof, and Fig. 3 a perspective view
of a detail of the construction.

In the drawings forming part of this speci-

fication, A represents a portion of the side of
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the body of a freight-car, and B a portion of
a door, and in the practice of my invention I
secure to the car an ordinary hinge-hasp «,

which is provided with longitudinal slots ¢

and I also secure to the door a plate b, which
is provided with a sliding bar D, the upper
end.of which is held in place by longitudinal
keepers d, secured to or formed on the plate
b, and formed on or secured to the upper end
of the bar D is an outwardly-directed loop or
handle E, by means of which the bar D may
be raised or operated as desired.

The lower end of the bar D is preferably
cylindricalin form, asshown at d? and formed
thereon is a conical head d? which is sepa-
rated from the main portion of the bar by an
annular groove or recess d*, and I also pro-
vide a conical cap G, whieh is hollow or pro-
vided with a conical cavity or recess ¢, and
in one side of which is placed a spring H, hav-
ing an inwardly-directed head or projection
Ii, and formed in the side wall of the cap G
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is a notch or recess ¢?% into which the upper

end of said spring is adapted to enter.

The lower end of the plate b is provided
with outwardly-directed wings or flanges 03,
which are adapted to serve as guards or pro-
tectors for the cap G, and said cap G is pref-
erably made of clay or similar material, such
as earthenware, glass, or other substances,
and secured to the plate b is a staple or loop
K, which is adapted to pass through one of
the slots ¢ in the hasp ¢, and the operation
will be readily understood from the foregoing
description when taken in connection with
the accompanying drawings and the follow-
ing statement thereof.

In order to seal a car, it is only necessary to
close the door and to turn the hasp ainto the
position shown in Tig. 1, in which position
the staple or loop K will pass through one of
the slots «* and the bar D is then moved
downwardly through said staple or loop, and
the cap G is then passed over the lower end
thereof, in which position the spring H en-
gages with the annular groove or recess d*
and securely holds said cap in position. In
order to open the car, the cap G must be
broken, and this condition of the cap or the
absence thereof will be proof that the car has
been opened or the seal broken. ’

The upper end of the plate b is provided
with a supplemental longitudinal plate M,
which is secured thereto or formed thereon,
and which extends dowanwardly to a prede-
termined point m just above the staple or
loop X, and which is practically of the same
thickness as the hasp a, and secured to the
upper end of the sliding bar D, and to the in-
hersidethereof, isaspring O,whichis adapted
to bear upon a lug or projection P, formed
on or secured to said plate, and which is de-
signed to support the sliding bar D in a pre-
determined position.

It will be apparent that the position of the
parts ¢ and b may be reversed, and the plate
b may be placed upon the car and the hasp a
upon the door, and other changes in and
modifications of the construction herein de-
scribed may be made without departing from
the spirit of my invention or sacrificing its ad-
vantages, and I reserve the right to make all
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such alterations in and modifications of the
construction herein described as fairly come
within the scope of the invention.

Having fully described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. In aseal for cars, the combination there-
with, and with the door thereof, of a hasp
and a plate which are adapted to be secured
thereto, as herein described, said plate being
provided with a sliding bar and with a staple
or loop, and said hasp being provided with
an oblong slot through which said staple or
loop is adapted to be passed, and said bar
being adapted to be passed through said sta-
ple or loop and being provided at its lower
end with a conical head, and a cap composed
of clay or similar material, which is adapted
to be connected with said head, said cap be-
ing provided with a spring which is adapted
to engage with anannular recess in the lower
end of said bar, and said bar being also pro-
vided with means for supporting it at a pre-
determined position, substantially as shown
and described.

2. In aseal for cars, the combination there-
with, and with the door thereof, of a hasp
and a plate which are adapted to be secured

thereto, as herein described, said plate being
provided with a sliding bar and with a staple
or loop, and said hasp being provided with
an oblong slot through which said staple or
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loop is adapted to be passed, and said bar be- -

ing adapted to be passed through said staple
or loop and being provided at its lower end
with a conical head, and a cap composed of
clay or similar material, which is adapted to
be connected with said head, said cap being
provided with a spring which is adapted to
engage with an annular recess in the lower
end of said bar, and said bar being also pro-
vided with means for supporting it at a pre-
determined position, consisting of a spring
which is eonnected therewith, and which op-
erates in connection with a lug or projection
which is formed on or connected with said
plate, substantially as shown and described.

In testimony that I elaim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed my name, in pres-
ence of the subscribing witnesses, this 25th
day of April, 1896.

HIRAM AUGUSTUS HARRINGTON.

Witnesses:
S. C. ROBBINS,
JOHN BELL.
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