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Patented Apr. 28, 1925. 1,535,598 
UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

RAY MOND J. GENGLER, OF AKRON, OHIO. 
STAMIP-AFFIXING DEVICE. 

Application filed June 4, 1924. Serial No. 717,859. 
To all whom it may concern: 

Beit known that I, RAYMOND J. GENGLER, 
a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Akron, in the county of Summit and State 
of Ohio, have invented certain new and use 
ful improvements in a Stamp-Affixing De 
vice, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 

This invention relates to new and useful 
improvements in stamp affixing devices and 
has for its principal object to provide a 
simple and efficient means for affixing stamps 
to envelopes, cards or the like and wherein 
means is provided for feeding, moistening 
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and seveling a stamp from a continuous 
strip in 1'oll form by the operation of a man 
ually actuated plunger. 
provide a stamp affixing device of the above 
inentioned character, wherein the moistening 
device is normally disposed below the under 
face of the stamp, the upper face of which is 
engaged by a feeding means, a manually op 
eated plunger being provided for simulta 
neously operating the feeding means and 
bringing the moistening device into contact 
with the under face of the stamp upon the 
down stroke of the plunger, a table being 
provided adjacent the feeding means and 
below the plunger for supporting an en 
velope whereby the stamp may be moved into 
position over a portion of the envelope and 
affixed thereto upon the down stroke of the 
plunger. 

Astill further object of the invention is 
to provide a stamp affixing device of the 
above mentioned character, which is simple 
in construction, inexpensive, strong and dul 
'able and furthermore adapted for the pur 
poses for which it is designated. 
Other objects and advantages of this in 

vention will become apparent during the 
course of the following description. 

in the accompanying drawings forming a 
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improved stamp affixing device. 

part of this specification and in which like 
numei'als designate like parts throughout 
the same: - 

Figure 1 is a vertical sectional view of my 
Figure 2 is a sectional view taken ap 

proximately on line 2-2 of Figure 1. 
Figure 3 is a sectional view taken on line 

3-3 of Figure 1. . 
Figure 4 is a detail view of one of the 

gear wheels with the ratchet means associ 
ated there with, , 

A further object of the invention is to. 

Figure 5 is a fragmentary detail sectional 
view of the trip means associated with the 
plunger, and the upper portion of the 
moistening pad supporting frame. 

Figure 6 is a fragmentary detail perspec 
tive view of the lower portion of the moisten 
ing pad supporting frame, and the moisten 
ing pad positioned therein, and 

Figure 7 is a detail perspective view of the 
moistening pad. 
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In the drawings wherein for the purpose 
of illustration is shown the preferred em 
bodiment of my invention, the numeral 1 
designates generally the casing of my im 
proved stamp affixing device and the same 
complises the side walls 2 and 3 respectively, 
the top 4, the bottom 5 and the front, and 
rear end sections 6 and 7 respectively. The 
lower portion of the front end section 6 of 
the casing is cut away and supported in the 
cut away portion is the table 8 the purpose 
of which is to provide a means for receiving 
and supporting an envelope or card upon 
which a stamp is to be affixed. Rotatably 
Supported on the shaft 9 in the rear portion 
same being a continuous strip of single 
stamps which are connected together by 
perforations in the manner well known in 
the art. For the purpose of enabling the 

of the casing is the roll of stamps 10, the 

insertion of another roll of stamps within 
the casing, one of the side walls of the cas 
ing is provided with a hinged door such as 
is illustrated at 11. 90 
Supported between the side walls 2 and 3 

respectively and arranged adjacent the for 
ward end section 6 and the base 5 is the 
substantially --shaped plate 12. The up 
standing portion thereof is spaced from the 
lower portion of the forward end section 6 
whereby a guide means is provided for the 
reciprocatory movement of the plunger, the 
construction of which will hereinafter be 
more fully described. The base portion of 
the L-shaped member 12 is spaced from the 
bottom 5 of the casing and is disposed above 
the fountain or reservoir 13 and the lower 
portion of the moistening pad supporting 
frame in the manner clearly illustrated in 
Figure 1 of the drawings. The fountain or 
reservoir 13 is provided with a rearwardly 
extending lip 14 which cooperates with the 
rear portion of the base portion of the L 
shaped member 12 in forming a guide for 
receiving the free end of the strip of stamps 
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and furthermore cooperates with the guide 
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l'oller 15 under which the strip of stamps is 
adapted to pass. The roller 15 has its ends 
journaled in the side walls of the casing in 
the manner clearly illustrated in Figure 2 
of the drawing. Adapted for reciprocatory 
movement in the forward portion of the cas 
ing 1 and disposed vertically above the 
fountain or reservoir 13 is the substantially 
t-shaped frame designated generally by the 
numeral 16. The base portion 17 of the 
|-shaped fialne 16 supports thereon the 
absorbing pad 18 and the latter is provided 
with downwardly extending portions 19 in 
the mannel's clearly illustrated in Figure 7 
of the drawings. The downwardly extend 
ing portions 19 of the absorbing pad 1S are 
adapted to extend through suitable openings 
provided in the base portion of the U-shaped 
frame and extend into the liquid contained 
within the fountain or reservoir 13 in the 
manner clearly illustrated in Figure 1. The 
liquid within the reservoir may be either 
water or a thin mucilage and it may be 
readily seen that by capillary action the pad 
1S will be absorbed with the liquid through 
the medium of the depending portions 19 
So that the glammed faces of the stamp will 
be moistened and the same passed over the 
fountain when the frame is raised in the 
manner hereinafter to be more fully de 
scribed. 

Extending vertically in the forward end 
of the casing 1 and adapted for reciprocal 
imovement, therein is the manually operated 
plunger 20. The lower end of the plunger 
20 is provided with a presser foot 21 and 
the latter is adapted to operate between the 
forward end section 6 and the upstanding 
portion of the .-shaped member 12 in the 
manner as is obvious from the construction 
as illustrated in Figure 1. The lower portion 
of the plunger is adapted to pass E. 
a suitable opening 22 provided in the plate 
23 which extends between the upper portion 
of the E-shaped member 12 and the forward 
end section 6 and to further prevent the 
rotary hovement of the plunger, the strip 
24 is secured on the plate 23 and the same 
engages one of the side faces of the plunger. 
The plunger is preferably rectangular in 
cross section as is clearly illustrated in Fig. 
lie 2. The upper portion of the plunger 
extends through the top 4 of the casing 1 
and a suitable handle 25 is provided thereon 
for operating the same. 

Rack teeth 26 are provided on one of the 
side faces of the plunger and the same are 
adapted to operate a train of gearing for 
the purpose of operating the feeding means 
2. The train of gearing comprises the 
Segmental gear 28 which is adapted to mesh 
with the rack teeth 26, the shaft for support 
ing the segmental gear 28 being illustrated 
at 29. The segmental geal meshes with gear 
wheels 30 mounted on the shaft 31, the latter 
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being in vertical alignment with the shaft 
29 and extending between the side walls 2 
and 3 of the casing i in the manner clearly 
illustrated in Figure 3. A gear wheel 32 is 
also supported on the shaft 31 and is 
adapted to drive the gear wheel 33 mounted 
on the shaft 24 also supported in vertical 
alignment with the aforementioned shaft 
and being disposed below the same. The 
gear wheel 33 is adapted to drive the gear 
wheel 35 supported on the shaft 36 and on 
which are mounted the spaced feeding 
rollers 27. 
As is illustrated more clearly in Figures 

1 and 3 of the drawings, the aims of the 
substantially j-shaped frame 16 which Sup 
ports the moistening pad 18 are l'Ovi, led 
with the longitudinally extending register'- 
ing slots 37 whereby the shaft which slip 
ports the various gear wheels comprising: 
the train of gear's may extend thei'ethrough 
so as not to interfei'e with the recipi'ocal 
movement of the fame. The faine is 
adapted to operate in the casing between the 
guide strips 38 and 39 respectively provided 
on each side of the casing for cooperatio: 
with the side edges of the arms of the J 
shaped frame. 
The feed Iollers 27 are adapted to extend 

through suitable slots or openings 40 pro 
vided in the base portion of the .-shaped 
member 12 so as to engage the upper faces 
of the stamps for feeding the same oftward 
ly onto the envelope A which is supported 
on the table 8. For the purpose of prevent 
ing backward movement of the strip of 
stamps as the plunger moves upwardly in 
the casing, the ratchet mechanisin Silch as 
illustrated generally at 41 in the drawings 
with reference more particularly to Figure 
4 is associated with one of the gear wheels 
in the train of gearing. 

For the purpose of actuating the - 
shaped frame 16 simultaneously with the 
down stroke of the plunger 20 so that the 
moistering pad 18 may come in contact with 
the under surface of the stamp disposed 
Over the fountain, i provide the lever 42 
which is pivotally supported as illustrated 
at 43 intermediate its ends in the casing ad. 
jacent the upper forward end thereof and 
the rear end of the lever is forked as i 
lustrated at 44 for engagement with the pin 
45 which extends transversely across the 
upper ends of the arms of the j-shaped 
frame 16 in the manner illustrated in Fig 
ures 2 and 3. The forwald end of the level 
is provided with a socket 46 and a spring 
pressed finger 47 extends outwardly fliere 
from. 
The spring pressed finger 47 is provide 

with a beveled face 4S and normally the 
same is disposed below the lug 49 supportel 
on the plunger 20 adjacent the upper pol 
tion thereof and which is also provided with 
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a beveled face 50. A coil spring 51 has one 
end thereof fastened to the top 4 of the 
casing and its opposite end fastened to a 
suitable pin 52 extending transversely across 

: the upper ends of the arms of the U-shaped 
frame for normally holding the same in an 
upward position. A coil spring 53 is asso 
ciated with the plunger 20 for normally 

upward position, holding the same in its 
within the casing 1. 
The operation of my improved stamp at 

fixing device may be briefly stated as fol 
lows: An envelope or the like upon which 
a stamp is to be affixed is placed on the 
table 8 in the manner illustrated in Figure 1. 
and by pressing downwardly upon the plung 
er by means of the handle 25, the rack 
teeth 26 will engage the segmental gear 28 

into operation, the lugs 49 on the plunger 
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and by means of the train of gealing he'e- 
feed a stamp outwardly so that a stamp is 
positioned over a portion of the envelope 
on the table. 

whereby the feeding rollei's 27 are brought 
will engage the fingers 47 of the lever 42 
and cause the Saine to Swing on its pivot. 
43 whereby the forked end of the lever will 
raise the j-shaped frame 16 through the me 
dium of the transversely extending pin 45 
and cause the absorbent pad 18 to moisten 
the gummed face of the stamp which is dis 
posed over the fountain or reservoir. . 
As the plunger moves On its down Wal'c 

stroke, the presser foot 21 will have its rear 
end portion cooperating with shear plates 
or blades 54 supported on the upper forward 
portion of the reservoir i3 adjacent the table 
8 whereby the stamp may be severed along 
its perforated edge and to enable the presser 
foot to affix the moistened stamp to the 
envelope or other article on the table 8. 
When the handle 25 is released the spring 

5 53 will cause the same to be returned to its 
normal position and as the plunger moves 
upwardly within the casing, the beveled face 
50 of the lugs 49 will engage the beveled 
face 48 of the finger 47 causing the same 
to ride thereover and again be positioned 
over the finger 47 in the manner clearly ill 

It will be seen from the foregoing de 
scription, that a stamp affixing device has 
been provided which is very simple in con 
struction, inexpensive, strong and durable 
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and the parts further so arranged as to en 
able the same to be readily accessible at all 
times. Furthermore a stamp affixing de 
vice of the character above described will be 
positive and efficient in its operation and 
will save considerable time in affixing stanps 
to envelopes, cards. or the like. 
While I have shown the preferred em 

bodiment of my invention, it is to be un 

tically disposed spring controlled plung 

tofore described, the feeding rollers 27 will 

. Simultaneously with the 
downward movement of the pitlinger 20, 

g 

derstood that various changes in the size. 
shape and arrangement of parts may be re 
Sorted to without departing from the spirit 
of the invention and the scope of the ap 
pended claims. . 
Having thus described the invention, 

what claim is:- 
1. A stamp affixing device comprising a 

casing, an envelope receiving table, a ver 
sy 

arranged over said table, stamp feeding 
meains, a train of gearing connected to the 

" ), edino means a perable by said stamp feeding means and o ble by said 
plunger, a fountain below said feeding 
means and adjacent said table, a moistener 8 (). 
normally within Said fountain, and means 
for raising the moistener into engagement 
with a stamp over the fountain upon the 
dow award movement of the plunger, said 
means comprising a substantially ii-shaped 
frame adapted to support, said moistener in 
the base portion thereof, a lever pivotally 
supported in said casing and connected at 
One end to the tipper portion of the frane, 
and a trip carried by said plunger for actii 
ating the opposite end of the lever whereby 
the frame and moistener are simultaneously 
raised upon the down stroke of the plunger. 

2. A stamp a fixing device comprising : 
casing, an envelope receiving table, a ver 
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tically disposed spring controlled plunger 
arranged over said table, stamp feeding 
means, a train of gearing connected to the 
stamp feeding means and operable by said 
plunger, a fountain below said feeding 
means and adjacent Said table, a moistener 

(0. 

normally within said fountain, means for 
raising the moistener into engagement with 
a stamp over the fountain upon the down 
ward movement of the plunger, said means 
comprising a substantially t-shaped fraine 
adapted to support said moistener in the 
base portion thereof, a lever pivotally sup 
ported in said casing and connected at one 
end to the upper polition of the frame, a trip 
carried by said plunger for actuating the 
opposite end of the lever whereby the frate 
and moistener are simultaneously raised 
upon the down stroke of the plunger, and 
means for returning the plunger and frame 

ya Yll- carrying the moistener to their normal posi lustrated in Figures 1 and 5 of the drawings. 
3. A stamp affixing device comprising a 

casing, an envelope receiving table, a ver. 
tically disposed plunger adapted for recip 
rocatory movement in the casing and al 
ranged above the table, rack teeth provide 
On the plunger, stamp feeeding means, a 
train of gearing connected to the feeding 
means and operable by the rack teeth on 
said plunger, a reservoir, a moistener nor 
mally disposed therein, a carrier for said 
moistener, guide means for said carrier, and 
means associated with said plunger and said 
carrier for raising the latter simultane 

O 
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ously upon the down stroke of the plunger 
to move the moistener into engagement with 
a stamp disposed ove' the reservoir. 

4. A stamp affixing device comprising & 
5 casing, an envelope receiving table, a ver 

tically disposed plunger adapted for recip 
locatory movement in the casing and ar 
range above the table, lack teeth provided 
On the punge', stainap feeding lineans, a 

i? train of gearing connected to the feeding 
means and operabie by the 'ack teeth on 
said plunger, a reservoir, a moistener lo'- 
mally disposed therein, a carrier fol' Said 
moistener, guide means for said carrier, and 

15 means associated will said plunger and 
said cairier for raising the latter silau - 
taneously upon the down stroke of the plung 
er to move the moisteihei' into engagement 
with a stain) disposed over the 'eservoir, 

20 and means for retuiting the pilinger, the 
nois ener and the cai'i'iei there for to theil' 
normal positions. 

5. A stamp affixing device coil prising a 
casing, an envelope receiving table, a vel 

95 tically disposed plunger adapted for recip 
locatory movement in the casing and 21'- 
ranged above the table, rack teeth provided 
on the plunger, stamp feeding means, a 
train of gearing connected to the feeding 

30 means and operable by the lack teeth on 
said plunger, a reservoir, a moistener noi'- 
mally disposed therein, a carrier for Sail 
moistene', guide means fol' Said carrie', 

means associated with said plunger and said 
carrier for raising the latter simultaneously 
upon the down stroke of the plunge' to 
move the moistene into engagement With a 
Stamp disposed over the reservoir, meals 
for l'eturning the plunger, the moistenel 
and the carrier therefor to their mornal 
positions, and cutting means for Severing a 
stan) from a strip upon the downwai'i 
movement of the plungel'. 
6. A stallup affixing device complising a 

casing, an envelope receiving table, a Ver'- 
tically disposed plunger adapted for 'ecip 
rocatory movement in the casing anc ai'- 
i'anged above the table, rack teeth providel 
on the plunger, stamp feeding means, a train 
Of gearing connected to the feeding means 
and operable by the rack teeth on Saitt plung 
e', a reservoir, a moistener normally di:- 
posed therein, a carrier for said nois, ener, 
guide means for said carrier, means a SSO 
ciated with said plunger and said carrier 
for raising the latter simultaneously to 
the down stroke of the plunger to lilove the 
hoistenel' into engagement With a stain 
disposed over the reservoir, means for re 
triling the plunger, the moistener and the 
carrier therefor' to their normal positions, 
and means for preventing the back Waid 
movement of the strip of sta}}lps. 

in testimony Whereof affix my signa 
tu'e. 

RAY MOND J. GENGLER. 
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