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To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that T, Joun E. W AKEFIELD,

of Worcester, in the State of Massachusetts,

bave invented an Improvement in Folding
Chairs, of which the following is a specifica-
tion:

My improvement relates to a chair with

Tolding X-legs, a back, and a rigid seat or

seat-frame, that is hinged to the front legs,
and connected to the back legs by links that
swing downwardly, carrying with them the
back of the seat as said seat is moved back-
wardly between the side pieces of the back,
80 as to turn such seat down into a position
adjacent to the back legs, and fold the chair
into a very small space. Litiks can also be con-
nected with the -back to swing the seat up-
wardly. o

In the drawing, Figure 1 is a section, verti-
cally, of the chair, as opened out for use. Fig.
2 is a rear view of the chair as openeil; and
Fig. 3 is a side view of the chair folded.

The back-framé is formed of the side pieces
@ and cross-pieces b, and said side pieces a
extend forward and form the front legs. The
back legs ¢ are pivoted to the legs a at d, and
fold in the usual iranner with chairs having
X-legs. The seat or seat-frame f is rigid, and
it is united by the hinge-pieces g to the upper
ends of the back legs ¢, and by the links 4 to
the back-frame or upper part of the front legs.
These links are pivoted at the lower ends to
@, and at the upper ends to the seat or seat-
frame; hence, as the chair is folded these linis
swing backwardly and downwardly, carrying

with them the back part of the seat until it
is brought into proximity to the back legs,
and oceupies very little space.

The seat-frame is of a width to pass freely
through between the side pieces @ a of the
back, and there are stops ¢ upon the back that
come in contact with the side pieces a, to pre-
vent the seat and back separating when the
latter is leaned against.

By notching these side pieces a so that the
stops ¢ enter into such nocches, the pressure
upon the seat tends to Dbind all the parts
firmly, because the X-legs produce tension to
draw the seat forward, and keep the stops in
the notches, and the weight upon the seat
presses the stops upon the bottom of the
notches. Furthermore, when the chair is

"moved by taking hold of either the back or -

the seat, as usual, the parts remain in posi-
tion, and there is no tendency to move any
oue part upon another, . :

I claim as my invention—

The combination, in a chair having folding
X-legs and back, of a seat of a width to pass
between the side pieces of the back, pivoted
at the upper front ends of the back legs, united -
by links & to the front legs, and provided with
stops 4, to limit the movement of the seat,
substantially as set forth.

Signed by me this 8th day of March, 1876.

JOHN E. WAKEFIELD.
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0. 8. GorpON,
A. B. DUNBAR.



