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(54) Programmable timer circuit for the signal generator of a communication device

(57) A timer circuit (100) for controlling the volume
of signals generated by the signal generator (220) of a
communication device (101) at preprogrammed times
is disclosed. The programmable timer circuit (100) mon-
itors the communication link (103) for the presence of
signals indicative of an incoming communication. When
such signals are detected and the volume control state
of the timer circuit (213) is ON the volume of the audible
signals generated by the signal generator (220) of the
communication device is adjusted so that such audible
signals are broadcast with a programmed loudness. Vol-

ume control of the audible signals generated by the sig-
nal generator does not prevent outgoing communica-
tions using the communication device. The fact that the
volume of the audible signals generated by the signal
generator is controlled, is not apparent to the calling par-
ty. Incoming calls for which the volume of the audible
signals generated by the signal generator have been
controlled can be automatically forwarded to a locally
connected answering machine (250). An override fea-
ture is provided that allows an audible signal indicative
of an incoming call to be generated, even when the timer
circuit is ON, if an authorized signal is detected (by 211).
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