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The present invention relates generally to merchandis 
ing displays, and more particularly, to an illuminated 
merchandising display associated with a price molding. 

Various plans have been employed in the past to attract 
consumers to a new or existing line of merchandise. 
However, one of the most effective approaches is a point 
of sale attraction which will particularly draw the atten 
tion of the customer to a desired item or line of items. 

. In this connection, the modern retail trend is to the 
self-service supermarket in which the customer is en 
couraged to browse about and to make his own choice 
from a wide selection of commodities. The self-service 
marketing of goods has found wide acceptance and is 
presently carried on in the grocery, drug, beverage and 
other merchandising areas. These supermarkets are usu 
ally laid out with rows of shelving displaying the goods 
for sale and in some instances, a bank of refrigerators 
or freezers are also employed to store a line of chilled 
or frozen products. 

Because of the wide variety of items and brands car 
ried in self-service supermarkets, customers have often 
experienced difficulty locating a desired article or brand. 
For example, there are many brand names in the jelly 
and preserve field, and some of these brands include as 
many as twenty-five different varieties. Thus, it becomes 
apparent that it is desirable to provide an inexpensive 
attention attracting display to identify lines of merchan 
dise as well as items of merchandise in a given line. 

Accordingly, the principal object of the present in 
vention is the provision of a means of merchandise iden 
tification. A further, object of the invention is the pro 
vision of a means of merchandise identification which 
is inexpensive and yet which provides an attraction to 
the eye. - 
Another object of the present invention is the pro 

vision of a marketing display of the type characterized 
above which is simple and easy to erect, which is eco 
nomical and extremely flexible, and which may be ar 
ranged in series to feature a complete line of merchan 
dise. - 

A further object is the provision of an illuminated 
merchandising display which is mounted on the price 
molding attached to supermarket shelving and which may 
include provision for illumination. 

Other objects and advantages of the present invention 
will be understood by the reference to the following 
description and the accompanying drawings wherein there 
is illustrated a merchandising display arrangement in 
accordance with the present invention. 

In the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a front elevational view of a portion of 

a supermarket shelving unit including a display arrange 
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ment embodying various of the features of the present 
invention; 

Figure 2 is a partially broken away front elevational 
view of a single display arrangement on a price molding 
in accordance with the present invention; 

Figure 3 is a sectional view taken along line 3-3 of 
Figure2; 
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2 
Figure 4 is a sectional view taken along line 4-4 of 

Figure 2; and 
Figure 5 is an enlarged sectional 

line 5-5 of Figure 2. 
The merchandising display illustrated in the drawings 

is representative of a wide range of presentations which 
may be employed in the marketing of various products, 
The arrangement disclosed for intensifying consumer 
appeal is advantageously fashioned to attract the atten 
tion of customers to a featured article or line of mer 
chandise and comprises basically, a pair of spaced apart 
rails 11 and 13 which form a price molding 15, a light 
Source 17 located between the rails, and a translucent 
shield 19 carried upon the price molding by engagement 
between the spaced apart rails and disposed in overlying 
relation to the light source. 

Merchandising displays embodying the features of this . 
invention may be employed in the marketing of toiletries, 
food products, household supplies and other like com 
modities. The particular embodiment described herein 
and shown in the drawings is directed to the merchandis 
ing of jellies and preserves, but it should be understood 
that the principles disclosed can be applied to effectively 
market any of a wide selection of articles ordinarily car 
ried in retail stores. 

In the common arrangement employed in retail stores, 
the price molding is usually secured along the longi 
tudinal edge of a shelf 21, as shown in Figure 1, which 
carries the featured merchandise. The price molding 15, 
as shown in Figure 2, includes generally a central web 
Section 23 having upper and lower flanges which are in 
wardly directed in opposed relation to thereby define the 
pair of spaced apart and generally parallel rails 11 and 
13. The space or opening included between the retro 
verted flanges and the central web section provides upper 
and lower generally parallel channels 11a and 13a for re 
ceiving the shields and other components of the disclosed 
merchandising display. The price moldings may be 
formed in a variety of ways from any number of avail 
able materials and may be suitably secured to a support 
ing surface in numerous ways well known in the art. 
Of course, price moldings are employed in other places 
other than along the edges of shelves, as for instance 
they may be incorporated on freezers, ice boxes, food 
stands and various other merchandising structures. 
The shields 19 may be fabricated and defined in a wide 

variety of fashions. The particular shields employed in 
the present disclosure have been fabricated by vacuum 
forming from a light, flexible, and translucent plastic to 
present an appealing three dimensional representation of 
a fruit, such as an apple or a cluster of grapes, from 
which the featured jelly or preserve is produced. The 
translucent property of the shields permits illumination 

view taken along 

thereof to effectively attract the attention of shoppers in 
the store. In addition, the shields are artistically colored 
in varying shades to present a realistic and inviting fac 
simile of the desired fruit. 
A typical shield 19, such as shown in Figure 2, includes 

a central section 25 which embodies the attention attract 
ing representation, and a pair of generally rectangular 
end portions 27 and 29 which extend outwardly of the 
central section 25. The height of the generally rectangu 
lar portions 27 and 29 is slightly less than the distance 
between the rails 11 and 13 of the price molding, and 
in addition, the rectangular portions 27 and 29 each have 
extending outwardly therefrom an upper and lower flange 
31 and 33, respectively, designed to be snapped into en 
gagement within the rails to position the shield thereon. 
The upper and lower flanges 31 and 33 extend from the 
outer ends of the rectangular portions 27 and 29 to a 
point adjacent to but spaced from the central section 25. 
This spacing between the flanges and the central section 



provides greater flexibility to the rectangular portions and 
enables snapping of the upper and lower flanges 3i and 
33 into engagement with the rails. 

In the preferred form, as illustrated in Figures. 2, 3 
and 4, the outwardly extending rectangular portions 27 
and 29 of the shield are shaped with an outwardly 
curved configuration to provide an air space between the 
rectangular portions and the central web 23 of the price 
molding. If desired, one or both of the rectangular por 
tions 27 and 29 of the shield may also carry, as shown 
at 35 in Figure 1, a legend identifying the product being 
merchandised. Thus, as the rectangular portions of the 
shield are also preferably translucent, and as the rec 
tangular portions are generally spaced from the central 
web due to the outwardly curved configuration, any 
legend placed thereon will be suitably illuminated and 
readily observable. 
The outer ends of the curved or bowed portions 27 

and 29 are closed by a generally flat end flange 36 having 
a substantially stiff edge in generally co-planar relation 
with the upper and lower flanges or spaced slightly out 
wardly from the plane of the flanges. When the shield 
is mounted on the price molding, the stiff edge of the 
end flange 36 lies adjacent the central web of the price 
molding and may be utilized to retain the electrical cord 
between the price molding rails. 
The merchandising appeal of the shields may be 
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greatly increased by the provision of a source of illu 
mination between the price rails and the covering shields. 
Such illumination may be accomplished in a wide variety 
of ways. However, a simple and preferred arrangement 
will be described which features the advantages of being 
extremely flexible and at the same time is quick and 
easy to assemble. Moreover, the arrangement to be 
discribed may be assembled in large measure from 
standard commercially available parts. - - - - - 

As pictured in the drawings, the illumination is pro 
vided by a socket 37 and bulb 39 carried on an electrical 
cord 41 which is retained between the price rails 11 and 
13 by suitable means. - - - - 
Numerous types of sockets are commercially available 

for employmcnt with a bulb and an electrical cord to 
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provide a suitable light source. However, various of 
the advantageous features of the disclosed arrangement 
may be readily secured by the utilization of a pin-type 
candelabra base socket. 
ferred type of socket includes a main body 45 having 
a pair of generally aligned recesses 47 therein at one end , 
(see Figure 5), and a bulb receiving chening 49 at the 
other end. Each of the recesses 47 is formed to admit 
one of the strands of the electrical cord 41 and has lo 
cated therein a sharpened pin 5 for piercing the insula 
tion of the electrical cord and for contacting the current 
carrying wires contained within the insulation. The 
socket main body 45 is secured to the electrical cord to 
effect electrical contact between the pins 51 and the 
current carrying wire by means of a screw-type cap 53 

As is woll-known, this pre 
45 

50 

and lower edges within the rails. 
which results will retain the electrical cord 41 between 
the clips 54 and the price molding 5 without any possi 
bility of the cilps or cord being displaced from their 
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of the display, however, in view of the coloring of the 
shields, the use of an uncolored bulb is preferred. 
Any electrical cord having the requisite flexibility and 

current carrying capacity may be employed. Satisfac 
tory results have been achieved by the use of an eighteen 
gauge, double strand, plastic coated electric wire which 
is suitable for use with the described pia-type sockets. 
Of course, the electrical cord 41 may be retained be 

tween the rails by a variety of suitable means. For in 
stance, a particularly strong adhesive tape may be em 
ployed to secure the cord to the central web 23 of the 
price molding. Or, a strip of stiff board may be inserted 
within the rails to contain the electrical cord in proper 
position. In addition, the stiff edge of the shield end 
flanges 36 may also be employed to assist in retaining 
the electrical cord between the rails of the price mold 
ing. However, the disclosed embodiment utilizes a gen 
erally rectangular clip. 54 which is formed of thin resili 
ent metallic sheet material, and which is particularly lo 
cated to either side of the socket and bulb to effectively 
support their additional weight. However, the sockets 
and bulbs might be supported by the employment of a 
bracket on which the socket is mounted and which may 
be inserted between the rails of the price molding. 
The clips 54 have a height somewhat greater than the 

distance between the rails, and are therefore engaged 
therebetween by flexing of the clips to position the upper 

The engagement 

position: relative to the price molding. The clips, of 
course, may be spaced as preferred to maintain the cord 
between the rails of the price molding. In addition, 
the clips may be removed and re-employed as desired. 
When setting up a display arrangement along the price 

molding, Such as shown in Figure 1, the electrical cord 
41 is first conveniently secured between the rails 11 and 

0. 13 by the use of the clips 54. After deciding upon the 
40. location and spacing between the illuminated shields to 

achieve the most effective arrangement, the pin type 
sockets 37 may be attached to the electrical cord 41 
at each of the desired locations along the price molding. 
Satisfactory results have been found in securing the elec 
trical cord to the price molding by using a clip. 54 to 
either side of the socket in order to provide adequate 

- Support for the additional weight of the socket and bulb. 
: The bulbs may then be screwed into the sockets and the 
shields engaged with the price molding. As has been 
noted, the rectangular portions 27 and 29 of the flexible 
shield are formed with flanges 31 and 33 which may be 
snapped into engagement with the price molding rails to 
dispose the shields in overlying and covering relation 

55 

which may be joined to the main body of the socket in 
overlying relation to the recesses 47. 
The use of the described type of socket, lends extreme 

flexibility to the disclosed arrangement by permitting 
ready variation in the number of sockets employed as 
well as in the spacing between sockets. Moreover, the 
use of this type of socket permits removal or reposition 
ing of the socket as desired in order to accommodate any 
change in spacing which may be desired as a result of the 
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sales experience of the merchandised product or for other 
reasons. - - - 

Various bulbs are available on the market which 
may be suitably connected to the socket. However, in 
this disclosed embodiment, a five watt bulb has been 
found to provide highly satisfactory illumination without 
generating an undesirable amount of heat. Bulbs of 
various colors may be employed to heighten the appeal 
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ing. 

to the sockets and bulbs. When thus disposed, the shields 
will each completely cover and enclose the socket and 
bulb, the clips, and portions of the cord located there 
behind. In addition, the edges of the rectangular portion 
flanges 36 will bear against the electrical cord to assist 
in retaining the cord between the rails of the price mold 

For purposes of concealing the electrical cord disposed 
along. the price molding and extending between shields, a 
covering strip or strips 55 (see Figure 1) may be engaged 
within the rails 11 and 13. The strips may be of paper, 
plastic or other suitable material, may be of any desired 
length, and of a width to afford engagement within the 
rails and to adequately hide or mask the electrical cord. 
The strips 55 may be placed in edge to edge relation to 
each other and to the shields, or may be placed in over 
lying end relation to each other as desired. Moreover, 
the strips may be provided with Suitable advertising media 
or identifying indicia as may seem most desirable. Fi. 
finally, price numerals 57 maybe inserted between the rails 
and over the strips 55 as desired, in order to properly 
indicate the price of the article being merchandised. 

1. 
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When the merchandising display has been set up along 
the price molding, the electrical cord which is provided 
at one end with a male plug 56 may be suitably con 
nected to a source of current to illuminate the display. 
Of course, previous to this, the other end of the electrical 
cord has been suitably taped or otherwise insulated to 
prevent a shortcircuit. 
Added attractiveness may be obtained by the incorpora 

tion of a flashing of pulsating illumination effect. This 
effect may be accomplished in numerous ways including 
the utilization of electric bulbs provided with individual 
internal means for automatically accomplishing the de 
sired flashing, the incorporation of a flasher in the circuit, 
or by plugging the electrical cord into a control box 
equipped with a suitable means for interrupting the cur 
rent, such as indicated by the numeral 57 in Figure 1. 
One of the most effective uses of the present invention 

is the featuring of an entire line of food products with par 
ticular emphasis being placed upon certain items within 
the line. In this circumstance, the entire length of the 
price molding may be employed to present an integrated 
merchandising display which is very effective in attracting 
customers' attention to the complete line and which is 
highly successful in effecting increased sales of the fea 
tured articles as well as the entire line. 
Whether the arrangement described is employed to fea 

ture an entire line of products or whether a single product 
is merchandised by use of the present invention, increased 
customer response and enlarged sales volume are achieved. 
Moreover, these benefits are achieved as a result of a 
very small expenditure as the various components em 
ployed are either commercially available at low cost, or 
are readily and simply fabricated without excessive costs. 
In addition, the simplicity and ease of assembly as well as 
the facility for removal, reuse and repositioning contribute 
to the advantages of the described merchandising display. 

In addition to the various modifications mentioned 
above, still other additional changes and modifications 
may be made in the disclosed construction to achieve cer 
tain of the features mentioned herein without departing 
from the principles of the present invention. 
We claim: 
1. In combination, a price mold having a pair of spaced 

apart rails, a source of illumination carried by said price 
molding between said rails, and a translucent merchan 
dising shield engaged by said rails and disposed in overly 
ing relation to said source for illumination thereby. 

2. In combination, a price mold having a pair of spaced 
apare rails, an illumination source carried by said price 
molding between said rails, and a three-dimensional trans 
lucent merchandising shield engaged by said rails and 
disposed in overlying relation to said illumination source, 
said shield having top and bottom flanges for engagement 
with said rails to thereby afford positioning of said shield. 

3. In combination, a price mold having a pair of spaced 
apart rails, a light source retained between said rails, a 
three-dimensional translucent merchandising shield en 
gaged by said rails and disposed in overlying relation to 
said light source for illumination thereby, and means for 
interrupting said light source to effect alternate discon 
tinuance and reactivation of the illumination of said shield. 

4. A merchandising display comprising a price mold 
having a pair of spaced apart rails, an electrical cord 
disposed along said price molding between said rails and 
connected to a source of electrical energy, a plurality of 
clips engaged by said rails, said clips retaining said elec 
trical cord in position along said price molding, a bulb 
receiving socket secured to said cord, a bulb in said 
Socket, and a translucent merchandising shield engaged 
by said rails and disposed in covering relation to said 
socket and bulb. 

5. A merchandising display carried on a price molding 
having a pair of spaced apart rails and including an elec 
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trical cord disposed between said rails, a plurality of clips 
engaged by said rails and maintaining said electrical cord 
therebetween, a bulb receiving socket on said cord, a bulb 
in said socket, a translucent merchandising shield dis 
posed in covering relation to said socket and bulb, said 
shield including end portions having top and bottom 
flanges in engagement with said rails, a source of elec 
trical energy connected to said cord, a plurality of strips 
held by said rails and extending from each of the ends 
of said shield to thereby conceal said underlying cord 
and clips, and price numerals engaged between said rails 
in overlying relation to said strips. 

6. A merchandising display arranged along a pair of 
spaced apart rails which form a price molding and includ 
ing an electrical cord disposed between said rails and 
connected to a source of electrical energy, a plurality of 
pin type sockets secured to said cord in spaced relation 
therealong, a bulb in each of said sockets, a plurality 
of clips engaged by said rails for retaining said cord, 
sockets and bulbs between said rails, a plurality of trans 
lucent merchandising shields engaged within said rails, 
one of Said shields being disposed in covering relation 
to each of said bulbs and sockets for illumination there 
by, means for simultaneously discontinuing and reacti. 
vating the illumination of each of said shields, a plurality 
of strips engaged within said rails and extending from 
the ends of said shields to thereby conceal said underly 
ing cord and clips, and price numerals held by said rails 
in overlying relation to said strips. 

7. A merchandising display arranged along a price 
molding defined by a central web having an upper and 
lower retroverted flange and including an electrical cord 
disposed between said flanges and connected to a source 
of electrical energy, a plurality of pin type sockets se 
cured to said cord in spaced relation therealong, a bulb 
in each of said sockets, a plurality of clips engaged by 
said flanges for retaining said cord, sockets and bulbs be 
tween said flanges, a plurality of translucent merchandis 
ing shields each having a central section embodying an 
attractive representation of the product merchandised and 
a pair of generally rectangular end portions extending 
outwardly from said central section, said rectangular por 
tions having flanges projecting from the upper and lower 
edges thereof in engagement with said price molding 
flanges to position said shields along said price molding, 
said rectangular end portions being outwardly curved be 
tween said upper and lower edges to space said portions 
from said central web of said price molding, one of said 
shields being disposed in covering relation to each of said 
bulb and Sockets for illumination of the central section 
and end portions of said shield, means for simultaneously 
discontinuing and reactivating the illumination of each 
of said shields, a plurality of strips engaged within said 
price molding flanges and extending from the ends of 
said shields to thereby conceal said underlying cord and 
clips, and price numerals held by said price molding 
flanges in overlying relation to said strips. 

- 8. In a merchandise display shelf having a price mold 
ing along the outer edge thereof including vertically 
Spaced apart rails, the improvement comprising a light 
Source detachably mounted between said rails, and a three 
dimensional merchandise shield, comprising a pictorial 
representation of the goods displayed on said shelf, which 
is detachably mounted on said rails in overlying relation 
to said light source. 
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