Nov. 8, 1955 G. P. LUCAS 2,722,685

INFANT FEEDING BIB

)

Filed Dec. 5, 1952 ‘ 2 Sheets-Sheet 1

INVENTOR,
Gladys R Lueas
BY

22028080 (Fer7tart v Laviideor
ATTORNMENS



Nov. 8, 1955

Filed Dec. 5, 1952

,
3
i

G. P. LUCAS 2,722,685
INFANT FEEDING BIB

2 Sheets-Sheet 2

INVENTOR.
Gladys 2 Lucas

BY

P72 ey Oterrzanz v Mavraaor
AT TORMEYS



United States Patent O

2,722,685
Patented Nov. 8, 1955

ce

2,722,685
INFANT FEEDING BIB
Gladys P. Lucas, Austin, Tex.
Application December 5, 1952, Serial No. 324,337
1 Claim. (CL 2—49)

This invention relates to garments of a protective na-
ture, and more particularly, has reference to a feeding bib
for infants, that is adapted to be worn by an adult while
the infant is being fed, the garment constituting the pres-
ent invention being so designed as to protect both the adult
and the infant during the feeding.

An important object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a garmet of the type stated which will, as noted above,
protect both the adult and the infant’s garments during
the feeding of the infant, and which will also be so de-
signed as to protect the adult’s garments while the pressure
of gas in the infant’s abdomen is being released .after the
infant has been fed. o

Another object of importance is to provide a garment
of the type stated which will be so designed as to bé ca-
pable of being put on or taken off with maximum speed
and ease. . ) ‘

Another object of importance is to provide a protective
garment as stated which will be particularly designed in
a manner to prevent its slipping from proper position while
in use.

Yet another object is to provide a garment of the char-
acter referred to which will not hamper in any way the
freedom of movement of either the adult or the infant.

Still another object is to provide a garment of the type
stated which will not require a change in position, after
the infant has been fed and is to be relieved of gas.

Summarized briefly, the protective garment constituting
the present invention is formed with connected front and
back panels, the front panel being adapted to extend
downwardly from one shoulder of the wearer, approxi-
mately to the waist of the wearer, so that the free or lower
end portion of said front panel will be disposed loosely
in the lap of the wearer when the wearer is seated. A
back panel is so connected to the front panel as to coop-
erate with the front panel in protecting the shoulder of
the wearer, said front and back panels having connectible
tabs or shoulder straps which, when joined, cooperate to
define a neck-receiving opening, thus to hold the device
in a proper position. The free or lower end portion of
the front panel, in this connection, is so formed as to
provide a bib for an infant supported in the wearer’s lap,
while the infant is being fed. A connecting strip, that
joins the front and the back panels intermediate the ends
thereof, is adapted to cooperate with the shoulder straps
in holding the entire garment in propér position during
use.

Other objects will appear from the following descrip-
tion, the claim appended thereto, and from the annexed
drawings, in which like reference characters designate like
parts throughout the several views, and wherein;

Figure 1 is a view showing the protective garment as
it appears when being worn, the front of the garment being
illustrated and the wearer being shown in an erect posi-
tion;

Figure 2 is a view similar to Figure 1, in which the
wearer is seated, the garment being shown in proper posi-
tion when in use as a bib;
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Figure 3 is a rear view of the garment as it appears
when being worn, the garment being shown in use as a
protector for the adult’s garments during the relieving
of the infant’s gas;

Figure 4 is an enlarged perspective view of the protec-
tive garment per se;

Figure 5 is a transverse sectional view taken substan-
tially on line 5—5 of Figure 4;

"Figure 6 is an elevational view of the garment as it
appears when opened, a connecting strip being broken and
the garment being viewed from the underside thereof;

Figure 7 is a plan view of the blank used in forming
the front panel; and

Figure 8 is a view similar to Figure 7, showing the blank
used in forming the back panel.

Referring to the drawings in detail, the reference nu-
meral 16 has been applied generally, to designate the pro-
tective garment constituting the present invention. The
garment can, in this regard, be formed from a blank: of
material of moisture-absorbent characteristics, said mate-
rial being lined with a water-proof material such as plas-
tic or the like.

The garment constituting the present invention is pro-
vided with a front panel designated by the reference nu-
meral 12, said front panel having a relatively wide upper
portion adapted to overlie the front portion of one shoul-
der of the wearer, in the manner shown in Figure 1.

The relatively wide upper end portion of the front panel
12 is merged info a lower end portion of reduced width,
said lower end portion being defined by the provision
of an elongated recess 14 formed in the outer side edge
of the front panel. " The recess 14, at its lower end, ‘ter~
minates short of the curved lower end edge ‘of the front
panel, and as a result, there is formed a hook-like exten-
sion or tongue 16, the terminal edge of which lies in the
same plane as the front panel edge adjacent the wearer’s
shoulders, as clearly observed in Figure 4.

Referring to Figure 2, the hook-like extension 16 de-
fined by the recess 14 constitutes a bib portion of the
front panel, which bib portion can be positioned over an
infant in the manner shown in Figure 2, while the infant
is being fed. The curved edge of the recess 14, extending
to the adjacent side edge of the front panel, fits about the
infant’s chin, so as to effectively protect the infant’s gar-
ments during the feeding.

As will be noted, the front panel is of substantial length,
so as to extend to or below the waist of the wearer. This
construction results in the lower end of the front panel,
having the bib portion, being loosely disposed in the lap
of the wearer when the wearer is seated, thus to permit
said lower end portion to be properly fitted about the
infant’s chin.

A protective liner is preferably secured to the back of
the front panel 12, said liner being exteriorly configured
substantially identically to the front panel, thus to cover
the full area of said front panel. The liner has been
designated by the reference numeral 26, and is preferably
formed of a plastic material or the like.

It will thus be seen that during use of the protective
garment, any liquid abscrbed by the front panel will be
precluded from dampening the wearer’s clothes, or the
infant’s garments.

As best shown in Figures 5 and 6, the edges of the front
panel 12 are turned inwardly throughout the periphery of
the front panel, and are stitched to the corresponding edges
of the liner 20.

A back panel has been designated by the reference nu-
meral 22, and is somewhat shorter in length than the front
panel. The back panel 22 is stitched .or otherwise con-
nected to the front panel along a seam line 23, so as to
cooperate with the front panel in covering the shoulder
of the wearer.
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The back panel 22 has a liner 24 secured thereto,
throughout its periphery, and is integrally formed with a
laterally projected, arcuate, relatively wide tab or shoulder
strap 26.

A connecting strip 28 is secured at its opposite ends to
the midlength portion of the front and back panels, and
is so proportioned as to length as to extend along the
wearer’s side, when the front and back panels overlie the
front and back of the wearer’s garments in the manner
shown in Figure 1. The strip 28 thus holds the front and
back panels in proper position.

The shoulder straps 18, 26 cooperate, when connected
to define a neck-receiving opening 30, said shoulder straps
being connectible by cooperating gripper elements 32 or
equivalent fasteners.

The provision of the connecting strip 28 defines, im-
mediately thereabove, an arm-receiving opening 34.

In use of the garment, it is merely necessary that the
garment be positioned over the left shoulder of the wearer
in the manner shown in Figure 1. Thereafter, the left
arm is extended through the opening 34, and the gripper
elements 32 are connected to define the neck-receiving
opening 30.

The garment is now ready for use, and the bib portion
16 is used as in Figure 2, during the feeding of the infant.
Subsequently, when it is desired to relieve the gas accumu-
lated during the feeding, the infant is positioned as in
Figure 3, and patted in the usual manner.

It becomes readily apparent that the garment formed as
illustrated and described is so designed as to insure the
protection of the wearer’s and the infant’s garments, dur-
ing both the feeding and the gas-relieving steps.

It is also considered to be of importance that the gar-
ment can be readily manufactured from inexpensive ma-
terials, can be easily washed, and does not hamper the
infant’s or the wearer’s freedom of movement in any way.

It is believed apparent that the invention is not neces-
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sarily confined to the specific use or uses thereof described
above, since it may be utilized for any purpose to which
it may be suited. Nor is the invention to be necessarily
limited to the specific construction illustrated and de-
scribed, since such construction is only intended to be
illustrative of the principles of operation and the means
presently devised to carry out said principles, it being
considered that the invention comprehends any minor
change in construction that may be permitted within the
scope of the appended claim.

What is claimed is:

In a protective garment to be worn during the feeding
of an infant, comprising a front and back panel of mois-
ture-absorbent material and a liner of moisture-proof
material, each of said panels having relatively wide upper
end portions and lower end portions of reduced width
merging therewith, said panels being connected at their
upper ends to overlie one shoulder of a wearer with said
panels adapted to extend downwardly over the front and
back respectively of the wearer, a hook-like extension
carried by said lower end portion of said front panel and
projecting laterally therefrom in a direction away from
a portion of the garment overlying the one shoulder of the
wearer and adapted to project in a direction away from
the other shoulder of the wearer, said extension along with
said lower end portion defining a protective bib adapted
for encircling the neck of an infant to be fed and said
lower end portion adapted to extend from the neck of the
infant to protect the infant’s garment during the feeding.
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