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To all whom. it may concern :

Be it known that I, Groree W. Wenng, a
citizen of the United States, residing in
New York, in the county of New York and
State of New York, have invented 2 pew
and useful Improvement in Sifter-Top Pow-
der-Cans, of which the following is a speci-
fication.

My invention relates to improvements in
sifter top cans or containers for powder or
other articles.

The object of the invention is to provide a

sifter top can or container of a simple and:

efficient construction, capable of being man-
ufactured at small cost; in which the rotary
closure sifter member or cap may be read-
ily opened and be self closing and also have
provision for holding or-locking it in its
open position when it is not desired to hold
1t temporarily open with the thumb or fin-
ger.

To practically accomplish this object or
result, and herein my invention consists, I
combine with the top head or cover of the
container, which is provided with a fixed
or noun-rotary perforated sifter member pref-
erably in the form of a shouldered, cylin-
drical, central boss, a rotary closure sifter
member or cap having a flange, the lower
edge of which is crimped under the shoul-
der of the neck portion of the central boss

. to rotatably connect the cap with the boss,

the cylindrical wall of the central boss hav-
Ing a segmental slot provided with a locking
notch at one end, and a combined spring

* and finger piece, preferably a flat spring of
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the general shape of the major segment of a
circle, and secured at one end to the central
boss and. having its finger piece end pro-
jecting out radially through the segmental
slot 1. the peripheral wall of the central
boss, and also through a narrow upright
slot in the flange of the rotary cap, the seg-
mental slot in the boss permitting the rotary
cap to be turned sufficiently by the radially
projecting finger piece to open and close the
sifter openings. ~The rotary closure cap
may be held open by the finger piece tem-
porarily with the thumb or finger, or it may
be more permanently held open by simply
depressing the finger piece into the notch at
the end of the segmental slot in the side
wall of the central boss. The flat spring
1s preferably of reduced width at its finger
piece end, so that the shoulder formed by

n seetion.

the reduced end will serve to
close the upright slot in the
rotary cap through which
projects.

My invention further ©ONsists in the novel
construction of parts and devices and in the
novel combinations of parts and devices
herein shown and described and aore par-
ticularly pointed out in ithe claims.

In the accompanying drawing formine a
part of this specifieation, Tigure 1 is a side
elevation of a sifter can or container em-

odying my invention. Fig. 2 is a. plan
view and Fig. 3 is an enlarged, detail viavw

more tightly
flange of the
the finger piece

similar to I ig. 1, but showing the roteyy

sifter member or cap In section, and alvs
showing the finger piece end of the spring
' Fig 4isa detail, horizontal seec.
tion on line 4-4 of Fig. 1, showing the po-
sition of the parts when the sifter Aopenings
are closed. Fig, 5 is 5 similar view, show-
ing the ‘
holes are open. 1g. 6 is a sectional view,
similar to Fig. 4, showing a modification in
which 2 washer or vacking is interposed be-
tween the cylindrical wall of the central
boss and the cap flange to further guard
against leakage of the powder,

In the drawing, 1 represents the body of
a sifter top can or container having a bot-
tom head 2 and top head or- cover 3, pro-
vided with a fixed or non rotary perforated
sifter member 4, preferably inthe form of
& raised central cylindricnl boss, having a
dome portion 3, provided with sifter holes
U, and having ats cylindrical or neck por-
tion 7 provided-with an annular shoulder 8,

The rotary sifter member 9 is furnished
with sifter Doles 10 in its dome portion 11,
and with a eylindrieal flange 19, having an
mward crimp or annular shoulder 13 en-
gaging the annularishoulder 8 of the neck
7 to rotatably connect the cap 9 with the
fixed or non rotary sifter meniber.

The cylindvical wall or neck portion 7
of the fixed or non-rotary sifter member is
provided above its annular shoulder 8 with
a segmental slot 14, having a lock notch or
enlargement 15 at one end thereof for en-
gagement with ‘the finger piece 16 of the
spring i7.

The spring 17 is preferably in shape the
major segment of a circle, and it is secured.
at one end to the fixed sifter member 4,
preferably at one extremity of the seg-
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raental slot 14 in its eylindrical wall or neck
7 by means of a hook or fold 18 at one end
of the spring, which embraces an inwardly
offset lip 19 1n the cylindrical wall or neck
7 of the fixed sifter member 4. The finger
pieee 16 is bent at an angle to the spring
17 and is preferably of reduced width, thus
forming a shoulder 20 on the spring adja-
cent to the finger piece, which aids in clos-
ing, powder-tight, the barrow upright slot
21 in the flange 12 of the rotary closure

-sifter member or cap 9 through which the

finger piece end of the spring projects.

The ends of the segmental slot 14 serve
by engagement with the finger piece as stops
to limit the extent to which the rotary sifter
member or cap may be turned in either.
direction. When the finger piece 16 is in]
engagement with the stop shoulder 22 at
the left end of the segmental slot 14, as
shown in the drawing, the sifter openings
in the rotary cap 9 arve out of register with
the sifter openings in the fixed sifter mem-
ber 4, and the sifter openings are thus closed.
Vien the finger picce 16 1s in engagement
th the stop shoulder 22 at the right hand
cid of the segmental slot 14, the sifter holes
i the rotary sifter member or cap 9 regis-
i with these in the fixed sifter member 4,
and the sifter openings are thus open for
sifting out the powder. The finger piece 16
may be held in its open position temporarily
with the finger or thumb, or, if it is desired,
the finger picce 16 may be depressed into
the lork or helding noteh 15 of the segmen-
al «lot 14, and the rotary cap will thus be
sclf held in its open position. To cause the

Jretary eap to self close, it is only necessary

to velense the {in

er piece by pushing it up-
agement with the shoulder
of the notch 15 1f 1t has been depressed into
s2id noteh. Otherwise, the rotary cap self
cluses whenr the finger plece is let go.
While 1 peactising my invention, I pre-
1 Lo rotatally counect the fixed and rotary
sifter members by means of the interengag-
g shouldered necks and fHanges of said
parts, and 1o construct the different parts
sabstantinlly “as shown in the drawing, I
stee 1 fe be andevstood that my invention
ined to any particular construc-
ticn of fixed or rotary sifter members or to
the savtienlar means shown for rotatably
ting the same. .

ed, or in special cases where re-
:d, to dusure exceptiona] powder tight-
s of the closure, a washer 23 may be in-
0 the evitndrical wall of the
4 the cap flunge to further

£ leakage, s shown in Fig. 6.

This washer may preferably be of paper or
like material and extend entirely around
the circumference of the central boss. It
should be made sufficiently narrow to move
up and down with the finger piece 16, In
operation, it turns with the rotary cap and
finger piece. ‘

I claim:— :

1. An article of manufacture of the char-
acter described comprising, in combination :
a container having a perforated top head,
the latter being formed with a cylindrical
neck portion having a slot therein; a per-
forated cap mounted on the outside of said
top head and having a depending flange
encircling said neck portion, said flange be-
ing provided with an opening’; a_spring
mounted within said top head and having

-one end thereof extending through said slot

and said opening; and means for holding
the cap in open position against the action
of suid spring, substantially as specified..
2. An article of manufacture of the char-
acter described comprising, in combination:
a container having a perforated top head
provided with a necked-in portion, the

necked-in portion having a segmental slot

therein; a perforated cap having a depend-
ing flange encircling said necked-in portion,
the depending flange being provided with
an opening; and a spring within said top
head having one end thereof secured to one
edge of the segmental slot and the other
end thereof projected through said slot and
the opening in said flange, the extended
end of said spring forming a finger piece
by means of which the cap may be rotated
relatively to the top head of the container,
substantially as specified.

3. An article of manufacture of the char-
acter described comprising, in combination:
a container having a perforated top head,
the top head being formed with a cylindri-
al weck portion having a segmental slot
therein, sald slot being provided with a
noteh at one end-thereotf; a perforated cap
mounted on the outside of said top licad and
having a depending {lange encireling said
neck portion of the top head, said {ange be-
ing provided with an opening;and a spring
mounted within said fop head having
end thereof extending through seil segen-
tal slot and the opening in said flinve and

adapted to engage in said notel (6 thecehy

bold the rotatable cap in its open position, .

substantialiy as specified. ,
GEORGE W. WEBEL.
Witnoesses:
Prree Eperiane,
Lroxagn Miciiaen.,
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