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To odl whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Roy B. MusseNeER, &
citizen of the United States, residing at
Pomeroy, in the county of Garfield and State

‘of Washington, have invented certain new

and useful Improvements in Games, of
which the following is a specification, refer-
ence heing had to the accompanying draw-
ings.

My present invention relates to new and
usetnl improvements in games and has par-
ticular reference to an improved game of
the type embodying a playing board or field,
and o spinning block, wherein the playing
pawn is initially placed and from which 1t
is subsequently discharged on to the playing
field, through the rotation or spinning of
the spinning block. ‘

One of the principal objects of the inven-
tion is to provide a game of the character
above stated, which is designed in guch man-
ner as to make it capable of use In playing
a lavge and varied number of games.

The above, and other incidental objects of
o similar nature, which will be hereinafter
more specifically treated, ave accomplished
by such means as ave illustrated in the ac-
companying draivings, described in the fol-
1pwing specification, and then more particu-
lavly pointed out in the claim which 1s ap-
pended hereto and forms part of this appli-
catioi.

With reference to the drawings, wherein
there has been illustrated the preferred em-
hodimens of this invention as it is reduced
to practice, and throughout the several views
of swhich similar reference numerals desig-
nate corresponding parts, Figure 1is a plan
view; Fig. 2 is a section taken diametrically
through the playing board, on the line 2—2,
of Fig. 1; Tig. 31s 2 detail perspective view
of the spinning block.

As disclosed in Fig. 1, the apparatus for
playing the present game includes broadly a
playing board A, and a spinning block or
top B. The playing-board A is preferably
formed from a solid block of wood of rec-
tangular shape.. While wood is preferably
employed, it is obvious that a composition
or equivalent material may be substituted
therefor, without departing in any way from
the spirit of the present invention. - The
playing field is defined by an.outer circle 10
hich s described from the center of the
playing board and is of a diameter slightly
less than the width of the board A.

second or inner circle, concentric to the outer
circle, is marked upon the playing field, as
indicated at 11. Fach of these circles may
be painted or otherwise indicated upon the
playing field.

The annial space defined by these two
cireles is divided into a number of compart-
ments ov stalls, which as shown in Fig. 1,
are preferably thirty-six (36) in number,
although a greater or less number ot stalls
may obviously be provided, if desired. The
different stalls are defined by the radial par-
titions disclosed in Fig. 1. These partitions
may be formed of sheet metal, to produce
the outwardly diverging walls or portions
indicated at 12 and 13, in Fig. 1 or may be
formed from wedge-shaped blocks of wood,
rubberoid or any suitable composition. It is
now to be observed that the upper face of the
block A is chamfered so that its central por-
tion partakes of the nature of a cone, on the
apex of which is seated the top B. Thus the
central portion of the playing field inclines
in all directions, toward the annular sevies
of stalls or compartments, so that when the
marble or other pawn is released from the
top, it will slide by gravity down the conical
portion and into one of the stalls. The par-
titions which define the stalls are of such
height that their upper edges lie flugh with
the upper face of the merginal portion of
the block A.

The spinning block or top hevetofore
designated by the numeral B, 1s preferably
formed from a solid block of wood, which 1s
jounrnaled upon 2 vertical central axle 15,
which member rises from the apex of the
conical portion of the playing field. The
upper face of the top or block B 1s provided
with a segmental groove 16, which is pro-
vided with indentations or shallow recesses
17, and the upper end of which leads into 2
serpentine passage or bore 18, which is
formed in the top. The lower end of this
serpentine bore opens through the side of
the top and at the lower terminal thereof, as
in Fig. 2.

Tt will now be readily apparent, particu-
larly upon reference to Fig. 1, that a mar-
ble, ball bearing or equivalent pawn may be
placed within the recess 17, so that it will
normally be held against movement through
the groove 16. If the top is spun in the
well known manner, the pawn will be dis-
lodged by centrifugal action and also caused
to move through the groove 16. The pawn
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will then pass down through the bore 18 and
exit frem the lower end of the top on to the
cenical portion of the playing field at the
apex thereof. In order that the pawn may
not freely enter the different stalls, each
stall is guarded by a pin 19. These pins 19
are arranged in an annular series and are
eircumferentially spaced so that one pin is
disposed in front of each stall.

A finger piece indicated at 20 is provided
for the upper end of the top so that this
member may be easily spun.  In ovder that
the top may freely rotate, it has been found
desirable in practice, to Interpose an annuvlar
series of ball bearings between the bottom
of the top and the central portion of the
block A, as indicated at 21.

The actual construction and arrangement
of the several parts of the game abparatus
being thus disclosed, it now remaing to de-
scribe the maunner in which the games. are
played and the rules governing the use of
the apparatus. One game which may be
played with the present beard, is that which
may appropriately be called “Presidents.”
In this game the numeral accompanying
each stall with the exception of those num.
bered 2, 6, 8, 10, 13 and 290, represent o Presi-
dent of the United States. If the spinner is
able, within a given range of time, fo name
the year in which the President toolk office,
he scores the number of points equal to the
product of the number acco mpanying the
stall in which the pawn has lodged, by four.
If the spinner can accurately state the num-
ber of years the President was in office he
may also add to his score the product of the
number of the stall and five. The stalls 6
and 8 are blanks, which mean that the player
gains nothing when his pawn lodges in
either one of them. Stalls 2 and 13 repre-
st subtract

sent a fine, where the player
from his score “2x13” op “2 ,
may be. Stalls 10 and 20 are rewards, for
the player whose pawn lodges in either one
of them may add to his score, the product of
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the numeral 10 or 20, as the case may be, by
four. One thousand points may constitute
the game, although any other appropriate
number may be adapted. Obviously, the
above rules are subject to many modifica-
tions for the factors by which the penalty
and reward stalls ave multiplied, may be
changed at will. ‘ .

In reduction to practice, it has been found
that the form of this invention illustrated in
the drawings and referved to in the above
description as the preferved embodiment, is
the most efficient and practical; yet realizing
the conditions concurrent with the adoption
of this device will necessarily vary, it is de-
sirable to emphasize the fact that various
minor changes in the details of construction,
proportion and arrangement of partsmay b
resorted to, when required, without saerific-
ing any of the advantages of this invention,
2s defined by the appended claim.

What is claimed, ig:— -

A game board including a block having
an annular series of stalls opening toward
the center of the bleck, a spinning top ro-
tatably mounted upon the center of the
block, a pin centrally arranged before the
entrance of each stall, the surface of the
block between the top and the pins being
free and unobstructed, said top having a
segmental groove in its upper face provided
with shallow receszes, said top being further
provided with a serpentine bore, opening af
its upper end inte the groove, whereby a
pawn may be placed in the groove and upon
rotation of the too be discharged. througn
the bore and out the lower end of the top on
to the playing board, whereon it niay roll
into one of the gtalls. -

In testimeny whereof I hereunto affix my
signature in the presence of two witnesses,

ROY B. MESSENGER.

Witnesses:
A. E. Dicrson,
-J. H. Broorman,

each, by addressing the “Commissionsr of Patents,

Washington, D, ¢.?
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