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This invention relates to shoulder pads for
garments.

It is an object of the present invention to pro-
vide a shoulder pad which will not lose its shape
after much use and which is formed of soft
sponge rubber material with a hard rubber or
metal insert over the wide extent of the same
to maintain the shape over the outer end of the
same.

It is another object of the present invention
to provide a shoulder pad which is not too stiff
or uncomfortable and which is adapted to be in-
serted in a cover formed on the garment and
which can be removed from the cover to be in-
serted in the cover on another garment thereby
eliminating the necessity of having to carry
more than one pair of shoulder pads with luz-
gage when traveling.

Other objects of the present invention are to
provide shoulder pads for garments which are
of simple construction, inexpensive to manufac-
ture and convenient to use,

For other objects and for a better understand-
ing of the invention, reference may he had to the
following detailed description taken in connec-
tion with the accompanying drawing, in which

Fig. 1 is a coilective view of my shoulder pad
with the insert removed from the top of the same.

Fig. 2 is a side elevational view of my shoulder
pad without the hard rubber insert.

Fig. 3 is a top plan view of the hard rubber in-
sert.

Fig. 4 is an end elevational view of the insert.

Fig. 5 is a side elevational view of the insert.

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of a modified form
of shoulder pad in which the insert is formed of
perforated metal embedded in the sponge rubber
bady.

Fig. 7 is a side elevational view of the shoulder
pad shown in Fig. 6.

Fig, 8 is a transverse cross-sectional view of
the shoulder pad shown in Fig. 6.

Pig. 9 is g perspective view of the shoulder pad
as it appears before being inserted in the slip
cover of the garment,

Fig. 10 is a perspective view of a garment hav-
ing a shoulder pad of the present invention fitted
therein and shown in section and extending over
a, Shoulder of a person.

Referring now particularly to Figs. 1 to B
and 10, {5 represents the main body of my shoul-
der pad which is formed of sponge rubber and
being crescent shaped in cross-section and sub-
stantially triangular shaped in plan is adapted
to fit snugly over the shoulder and to give a
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close and comfortable fit thereover. The sponge
rubber is soft enough so that it will fit itself to
the contour of the shoulder and being of sponge
rubber it will maintain its shape throughout long
use. In the top of the sponge rubber body 12 is
a triangular shaped recess located at the wide
end of the shoulder pad adapted to receive a hard
rubber insert {4. This rubber insert can have
the body of sponge rubber {2 vulcanized or se-
cured to it so as to provide a unifary shoulder
pad. The hard rubber being placed in the top
surface and extending for a short distance there-
along gives the shoulder pad a certain rigidness
over that area whereby to eliminate any loss of
shape. The sponge rubber is shaped and con-
toured to secure the best appearance. Once the
pad has been assembled, it may be sold in pairs
to s purchaser along with g slip cover 15 which
can be sewed to the shoulder of a garment i8.
The slip cover can have a slit {7 therein through
which the pad can be extended.

When the triangular shaped hard rubber piece
14 is inserted in the recess i3, it will lie flush
with the top surface of the sponge rubber {2.
The hard rubber insert ¢4 is also curved or con-
toured to accommodate itself to the sponge rub-
ber 12.

Several pairs of slip covers can be purchased
by the owner of garments and left on the gar-
ment and the shoulder pad can be inserted into
them thereby necessitating only one pair of
shoulder pads for several garments.

Referring now particularly to Figs. 6 to 9,
there is shewn a modified form of shoulder pad
wherein a perforated metal stiffener 2§ is em-
bedded in a sponge rubber piece 22. The sponge
rubber piece is of the shape of the shoulder pad
and the perforated piece lies within the same
and unexposed to the surface of the pad. The
plate is curved and is preferably of triangular
shape so as to provide stifiness to the sponge
rubber pisce 22 at the outer end of thes same so .
as to assist in maintaining the curved shape of
the pad over the outer end of the shoulder. The
finished pad is shown in Fig, 9. The metal can
be vuleanized into the spenge rubber so that
there is little opportunity for displacement or
movement of the perforated plate within the
rubber whereby to cause the same to eut or dam-
age the rubber.

While various changes may be made in the de-
tail construction, it shall be understoed thatb
such changes shall be within the spirit and scope
of the present invention as defined by the ap-
pended claim.
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I claim:

A shoulder pad comprising a body element of
sponge rubber substantially triangular shaped
in plan with a rounded vertex and substantially
crescent shaped in cross section, said pad taper-
ing from a thick outer end to a comparatively
thin inner end at the vertex, said pad having a
triangular shaped recess in the upper surface
with the vertex of the recess extended inwardly
and with the base thereof positioned flush with
the outer end of the pad, a triangular shaped
hard rubber stiffening element arcuate in cross
section nested in the said recess with the outer
surface of the stiffening element flush with the

outer surface of the pad, and a slip cover com-~ 15

pletely enclosing said pad.
RUTH HELM ROCKWELL,
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