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This invention relates to the invention set forth
in my application Serial No. 632,691, filed Septem-~
ber '12,71932, subsequently issued as Patent No.
1,926,079 September 12, 1933 and is directed to

¥ the same problem. )

The objeets of the invention are:

- First, to provide- a table top with a flexible
cover in which the space between the cover and
tbe frame to which it is clamped is closed tightly

100 0 prevent the accumulation of dust or debris.

Second, to provide such a table top in which
regilient means are used to clamp firmly said cover
in: place.

“Third; to provide such a table with resilient

15Emeans to clamp the flexible cover in place, which
means are of such nature that the flexible cover
can be'rolled info its position and W111 be clamped
by the resilient' means.

Fourth, to provide such a table with any re-

20:silient means and a clamping strip to clamp the
flexible covering ih p‘ace to permit easy msertlon
of the flexible cover.

Othey objects and advantages pertammg to
construction and 6éperation will appear from the

25 deseription to'follow.  Preferred embodiments of
my-invention areillustrated in the accompany-
mg ‘drawing, in which:

~Fig, 1 is' a plan VleW of a table top embodying
my invention.

30
taken on line 2—2 of Fig. 1 showmg one form of
my invention.

Fig. 3 is a detail sectional view through the
cover of a table embodying a modification of the

35 structure shown in Figs. 1 and 2.

“Fig. 4'is & detail sectional view through a table
embodying a medified form of the invention in
which metsllic spring members are used.

Fig. 5 is a detail fragmentary sectional plan

48 view of the structure shown in Fig. 4.

- Fig, 6 is a detail sectional view through a table-

top with a still different form of my invention, in
which a metallic spring is used. '
Fig. 7 is a perspective view of the spring member
45 'illustrated in Fig. 6.
The pdrts will be identified by their numerals of
reference which are the same in all the views.
"1 is"a table top panel which may be of wood,
ply wood, press board, sheet metal, or any desired
50 material. .2 is the frame preferably having
mitered:-corners and 3.is a flexible covering of suit-
able material such as leather, canvas, leatherette
or paper.” The top panel 1 is disposed in a rabbet
recess on the inner side of the frame and is pref-
. 8% erably retained by nails 4, although it may be

PFig. 2 is a fragmentary detail sectional view

(CL. 45—31)

glued or secured in place in any other suitable
manner and may be retained by the clamping of
the covering, as will be understood.

When o thin top panel is used, as is illustrated
here, a groove 5 is cut at the outer side of the
rabbet in the frame forming a recess 6 arcund
the panel and within the frame. If g thick panel
is used, there is no need for such a recess, its pur-
pose being merely to allow a sufficient clamping
surface to engage the flexible cover and hold it
against the frame, as will be sef forth hereafter.

In the recess 6 around the panel and within
the frame is placed a clamping strip 7 that may
be of wood or any desired material. A resilient
strip is then inserted between the top panel 1 and
the clamping strip 7. In Fig. 1, this strip 8 is
illustrated as composed of soft resilient rubber
and is of such size that it forces the clamping
strip 7 outwardly’against the edge of the rabbet
groove, as illustrated. Any suitable soft resilient
strip could be used, although X have found that
rubber has all of the necessary gualifications.

The edge of the flexible cover 3 is then rolled
in between the clamping strip 7 and the frame.
This rolling is done by the usual method and
the edge of the cover is firmly clamped in place
between the strip 7 and the frame 2 to completely
eliminate any opening at that point. If desired,
glue may be placed in the groove before the cover
is rolled into place and this gives an added
strength to the structure and more firmly holds
the cover 3 in place. ‘

The clamping strip 7 makes the rolling in of
the cover 3 much easier because the cover will
slide between the strip 7 and the frame much
more easily than ‘it slides down by the rubber
strip 8. It also assures & nice edge at that point.

In the modification shown in Fig. 3, the clamp-
ing strip 7 is eliminated. This results in a sav-
ing of material and clamps the edge firmly in
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place, although it is more difficult to force the

cover 3 between the strip 8 and the frame 2.

In the modification shown in Figs. 4 and 5, in
place of the resilient soft rubber strip 8, I use a
steel leaf spring 9 which is inserted between the 100
top panel 1 and the clamping strip 7. The spring
shown is a leaf spring substantially the shaps of
a sine curve. If desired, several single curved leaf
springs could be used, or a leaf spring having a
single curve for the length of the groove at one 105
side could be used. Coil compression springs
could likewise be used if desired. The fabric is
rolled between the strip 7:and the frame 2 as
above set forth and may be glued if it is desired.

In the modification shown in Figs. 6 and 7, in 110
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‘a panel or

2
place of retaining strip ¥ and the resilient means
g or 9, I insert a spring metallic member 16. This
member is of a size to fill the groove 6 and is
formed of spring metal bent longitudinally to
form a spring member and having one edge bhent
at right angles as at 11 to form an edge that
supports the material and at the same time as-
sures g clamping face up to the top of the frame 2.
The cover 3 is rolled in place as above described
and may be glued, if desired.

I have shown the structurs with the top panel 1
of thin construction. If the top panel is of suffi-
clent thickness, the extension groove 5 need not
be used. Al that is necessary is that there be a
sufficient clamping surface to held the cover 3
firmly against the frame 2 and to leave suffcient
room to roll down a margin on the cover 3 that
will not easily pull out.

if desired to complete the corners, a piece of
thin angle metal 12 of about thirty gauge can be
inserted at the corner, as shown in Fig. 5, The
fabric is rolled into the space cutside of the metal
and between the meafal and the frame and as
the resilient means forces the clamping strips out-
wardly the corners are comapletely fiiled in.

I have not shown the legs or table frame be-
cause my top is adapted to any table construe-
tion. It is espescially adapted to fclding tabiszs
because of its compactness but it will serve the
purpose forany table wherein it is desired to secure
g flexible top cover in place. I have described
the structure particularly in tables to which it is
especially adapted. It is capabie of a great va-
riety of uses and may be used for sitaching chair

‘backs or boitoms or covers therefor which can

be secured in piace by simply cutting a groove in
the frame and inserting the resilient means and
rolling the edges of the cover or seat in place.

A flexible covering may also *be retained over
any iframework very  effectively,
whether it is supported by a panel or not.

The rezilient means can be secured to the edge
of the panel and, if desired, the resilient means
can be secured to the compression strip. It would
be possibie also t0 harden the rubber on one side
of the strip 8 to ferm a clamping surface while
legving the rest of the rubber or other material
in a soft resilient state.

Having thus described my invention, what I

cclaim as new and desire tc secure by Letters

Patent is:

1. In g table top structure, a table top frame
heving a rabbeted groove to receive the top panel,
2 table top panel having its edges disposed in

- said groove and secured theretc in spaced rela-

tion to the frame forming a groove recess between
the edges of said panel and frame, an extension
of groove formed in said frame, a clamping
strip disposed in gaid groove recess and said ex-

521

‘tension, a resilient soit rubbsr strip compressed

in said groove recess to smalier dimensions than
its original dimensions between said clamping
strin and said top panel whereby said strip is
under compressive forces of expansion and a
flexible top covering over said top panel and strips
and clamped between said clamping strip and
said frame.

2. In a table top structure, a table top frame
having a rabbeied groove to receive the top panel,
a, table top panel having its edges disposed in
said groove and secured thereto in spaced rela-
tion o the frame forming a groove recess between
the edges of said panel and frame, a clamping
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strip disposed in said groove recess, & resilient
soft rubber strip compressed in said groove recess
to smaller dimensions than its original dimensions
between said clamping strip and said top panel
whereby said strip is under compressive forces of
expansion and a flexible top covering over said
top panel and strips clamped between said clamp-
ing strip and said frame.

3. In a table top structure, a table top frame
having a rabbeted groove to receive the top panel,
a table fop panel having its edges disposed in said
groove and secured thereto in spaced relation to
the frame forming a groove recess between the
edges of said panel and frame, a clamping strip
disposed in said groove recess, a resilient strip in
said groove recess compressed between said
clamping strip and said top panel whereby said
strip is exerting compressive forces between said
panel and said frame, and a flexible top covering
over said top panel and strips and clamped be-
tween said clamping strip and said frame.

4. In a table top structure, a table top frame
having a rabbeted groove to receive the top panel,
a table top panel having its edges disposed in said
groove and secured thereto in spaced relation to
the frame forming a groove recess between the
edges of said panel and frame, a clamping strip
disposed in said groove recess, resilient means
compressed in said groove recess between said
clamping strip and said top panel whereby said
resilient means is exerting compressive forces
between said panel and said frame, and a flexible
top covering over said top panel and strips and
clamped between said clamping strip and said
frame.

5. In a table top structure, a table top frame
having a rabbeted groove to receive the top panel,
a table top panel having its edges disposed in
said groove and secured thereto in spaced rela-
tion to the frame forming a groove recess be-
tween the edges of said panel and frame, an ex-

ension of said groove formed in said frame, a
clamping strip disposed in said groove recess and
said extension, spring means compressed between
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sald clamping strip and said top panel whereby 120

said spring means exerts compressive forces be-
tween said panel and said frame, and a flexible
top covering over said top panel and strip
clamped between said clamping strip and said
frame.

6. In a table top structure, a table top frame
having a rabbeted groove to receive the top panel,
a table top panel having its edges disposed in
said groove and secured thereto in spaced rela-
tion to the frame forming a groove recess between
the edges of said panel and frame, a clamping
strip disposed in said groove recess, spring means
compressed between said clamping strip and said
top panel whereby said spring means exerts com-
pressive forces between said panel and said frame,
and a flexible top covering over said top panel
and strip clamped between said clamping strip
and said frame.

7. In a furniture structure, a frame having
a groove therein, a flexible covering the edge of
which extends into the said groove, a clamping
strip in said groove, resilient means compressed
in said groove whereby said clamping strip is
compressed against the wall of said groove and
whereby said flexible covering is clamped be-
tween said clamping strip and the edge of said
groove.

JOHN W. BEIGER.
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