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"UNITED STATES

PaTeENT OFFICE.

HENRY M. JONES, OF WEST MERIDEN, CONNECTICUT.

IMPROVEMENT IN LATCH-FASTENINGS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 57,150, dated August 14, 1866.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, H. M. JoNES, of West
Meriden, in the county of New Haven and
State of Connecticat, have invented a new
and Improved Latch for Window - Sashes
and Cupboards; and I do hereby declare that
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
scription thereof, which will enable others
skilled in the art to make and use the same,
reference being had totheaccompanying draw-
ings, forming part of this specification.

The present invention consists in a novel
construction of a latch suitable to Le used for
window-sashes, doors, cupboards, and other
purposes, the bolt of which latch is made of a
semieircular shape, and is so arranged as to
fall by its own weight, interlocking itself with-
in the notech made or prepared in the side of
the window-frame, door-frame, or cupboard,
as the case may be, to receive it, said latch-
bolt having a suitable handle or knob attached
to it for disengaging it therefrom when so de-
sired.

In accompanying plate of drawings my im-
proved latch is illustrated, Figure 1 being a
front elevation of the casing for the latch,
showing it as applied; Fig. 2, a view of the
back side of the latch-fastening, and Fig. 3
an edge view.

Similar letters of reference indicate like
narts.

@ in the drawings represents the casing of
the latch, which consists of a semicircular-
shaped plate, b, with a side piece, ¢, along its
straight edge, leaving spaces d d at each of
its ends. This casing is secured to and in the
side of the sash, door, or other device in the
ordinary manner, a screw, f, being used for
holding it in place. ,

g is the latch-bolt, made of a semicircular
shape, which bolt is placed npon the back side
of the plate b of the latch-casing, and moves
upon it, guides % kb being attached to the said

plate for guiding it in its movement; 7, a knob
or handle upon the outside of the casing a,
the shaft m of which loosely passes through
the curved slot # in the plate b and similar
slot o in the latch-bolt g, and hus a nut, p,
apon its inner end.

One end, ¢, of the latch-bolt is made square,
and the other, , beveling upon one side, the
first shape being used when the latch is em-
ployed as a sash-fastening, and the other when
as a eapboard-fastening.

The bolt, by its arrangement, is allowed free
play in its easing, so that when a window is
raised or lowered it will necessarily fall, as is
obvious, by its own weight, and thus become
interlocked with the noteh snitably tormed in
the window-frane to receive it, it being so ar-
ranged as to be susceptible of sufficient play
therefor, the bolt being withdrawn by simply
raising it by its knob or handle.

When the latch-fastening is used for cup-
boards the beveled end of its bolt is lower-
most, so that as the door is closed it will e
forced back, as with ordinary cupboard-fast-
enings, the bolt, however, instantly falling
back to its original position by its own weight
and fastening itself, as is apparent without
further explanation.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— '

The reversible latch, consisting of the semi-
circular bolt g, with its square end g and bev-
eled end r, handle I, slotted plate b, and end
piece ¢, arranged and operating in the man-
ner and as herein described. _

The above specification of my invention
signed by me this 26th day of October, 1865.

BENRY M. JONES.
Witnesses:

ALBERT W. BROWN.
M. M. LIVINGSTON.




