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(57) Abstract: Provided is a passive element drive device characterized in

that it is equipped with a direct current power supply unit (41) having an in-
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termediate terminal (412) as the intermediate potential between a high-
voltage terminal (411) and a low-voltage terminal (413), a parallel circuit one
end of which is connected to the high-voltage terminal, and comprising a
passive element (21) and a voltage-smoothing capacitor (312), a flywheel
element (311) connected to the other end of the parallel circuit, a snubber cir-
cuit (313) connected between the flywheel element and the intermediate ter-
minal, a series circuit connected between the low-voltage terminal and the
connection point of the flywheel element and the snubber circuit, and com-
prising a current detection unit (315) and a switching unit (319), and a cur-
rent control unit (32) that controls the switching of the switching unit on the
basis of the partial difference between a current command value and a detec-
ted current value as detected by the current detection unit, with the driving of
the passive element being controlled by controlling the direct current voltage
by means of the switching unit in a state wherein an intermediate voltage is
applied between the high-voltage terminal and the intermediate terminal.
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