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~ This invention relates to a tag or sign
holder, ,

. An object of the invention is the provi-
sion of a tag or sign holder in which a license

plate, tag, or sign and lamp housings are

_simultaneously locked o a supporting struc-

ture so-that when the. locking means is re-
leased the tag, license plate, or sign and the
housings may be readily removed from the
supporting plate. . S
Another object of the invention is the pro-
vision of a tag, license plate, or sign holder
in which a supporting plate is adapted to be
secured in a fixed position in accordance
with the construction described and claimed
in our; copending application, Serial No.
375,234, filed July 1, 1929, -the plate being
adapted to removably support a pair-of lamp
housings upon opposite sides of a frame
which is adapted to removably secure the

_housings, license plate, or tag, to the plate.

A further object of the mvention is the
provision of ‘4 tag, license plate, or sign
holder of a knockdown construction, to
which a plurality of lamp housings are re-
M [ a frame that is locked
to the supporting plate with the frame re-
taining the tag, license plate, or sign against

‘unauthorized removal, the lamp housings
“beinig provided with windows upon shich
Imatter is ddapted to be inscribed, certain
“of the windows ‘providing for the transmis-

sion of light upon the sign, tag, or license

" This_irivention will be best understood

from_a- consideration of the following de-

tailed description, in view of the accompany-

ing drawings forming a part of the specifi-

cation; nevertheless it is to be understood
that the invention is not confined to the dis-
closure, being susceptible of such changes
and modifications which shall define no ma-
terial departure from the salient features
of the' invention ag expressed in the ap-
pended - claims: _

~In the drawings:

- Figure 1 is a view in elevation of a tag

“holder constructed in accordance with the
“principles of our-invention; - :

! horizontal settion taken
along the line 2—9 of Figure 1, o
Figure 8 is a section taken along the line
3—38 of Figure 1,

.. Figure 2 is a

. Figure 4 is'a view in perspective of the

lower housing attached to _the tag holder,

and . . :
_Figure 5iga fragmentary view in perspec-

tive of one corner of the supporting plate. '

Referring more particularly to the draw-'

ings, 10 designates a supporting plate hav-
ing a peripheral bead 11 projecting laterally
outwardly therefrom for a purpose which
will be presently described. The shape of

the plate may be of any suitable configurd- ¢

tion. In this instance, however, the plate is
elongated and is provided with a reinforcing
web 12 extending from a centrally. disposed
hollow hub 13 fo points adjacent the pe-
riphery of the plate. The arms of the web "
are bowed outwardly from the plate so that
the hub 13 will be spaced from the back of
the same. :

The central portion of the plate is cut away
to provide an elongated opening 14, -

A Ticense plate, tag, or sign 20 is adapted
to be disposed upon the central portion of
the plate and has its edges resting tipon
marginal flanges 21 embracing the opening

14. A frame, generally designated by the §

numeral 22, having an opening 23, is adapt-
ed.to be placed in flat contact with the tag 20
and locked in position. The fraihe has a
marginal bead 24 embracing the opening 23
which has a greater thickness than the body
of the frame. _ s

The plate 10 is provided with a slot 25
adapted to receive a curved lug 26 extending
rearwardly from a projection 27 on one end
of the frame. The lug has a bent portion 28
adapted to engage the back of the plate 10
f(l)r securing one end of the framie to the
plate. R
The opposite end of the frame 92 is pro-
vided with a lock 80 projecting from the rear
face of the frame and along that portion of
the bead which is opposite to the projecting
end 27. As shown more particularly in Fig,
1, the frame has a projection 31 received
within-a similiarly forméd portion 82 of the
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plate 10 and the lock 30 is secured to the
rear face of such projection. The lock is
received within a socket 33 formed on the
rear face of the plate 10 and receives the
lock. A locking bolt 34, slidably mounted
in the lock, is adapted to engage a keeper 35
formed upon the projecting end 31 of the
framé 29. A« key: hole 36 is in ‘alignmerit
with ‘an opening 37 in the projecting end 81
of the frame 32. A key of suitable type is
adapted to.be inserted -within the keyhole
36 for locking or unlocking the frame from
the plate 10.

A lamp housing, generally cles1onated by
the numeral 40 is secured to ‘the upper énd

_of the plate 10 and is removably connected
therewith.
an opemng 41 closed by transpavent mem-
bers 42. “When it is desired, indicia may be

The housing is provided with

applied to the transparent member so that

when the lamps 48 are illuminated the indicia
“will more clearly appear from the housing.

This lamp housing is also provided with an
opening 44 at’'its Tunderface which is closed
by a translucent or transparent member 45
) th‘tt light from the lamps 48 will be pro-

“jécted uporn the tag. or sign 20.

-The rear wall 46 of the housmcr 40.along its

. lower edge is provided with'a luo 47 adftpted

tobe received within a socket 48 formed in the
upper portion of the bead 11. The opposite
wall of the housing i$ provided with a pair
of lugs 49 adapted to be received within sock-
ets 50 formed along: the upper, edge. of the
frame 22. A second lamp housing 51 is lo-

cated below the lower edge of the tag 20 and

s constructed in’ a s1nnla1 manner to the
housing 40. The housing 51 has an opening

52 covered with a transparent member 53 so
tHat light rays from the Jlamps 54 will be
directed upon the tag or sign 20. The front
wall of the housing is provmed with an open-
ing 55 which is closed by a transparent or

tr ansulcent member 56 upon which may be

‘applied indicia as indicated at 57 in Fig. 1.
The housing 51 has also a lug 47 adapted to

“be Teceived W1th1n a socket, 56 formed. in the

lower’ portlon of the bead 11 which is-thick-

~eried at this section. The opposite wall of
50

the. housing 51 is also provided with a lug
49 adapted to be received within sockets 60
formed in. the frame 22.

* The lamps 43 and 54 are secured to the outer

- face of the plate 10 and wires 61 extend from

the lamps to the hollow hub 18 and along the
arms .of the web 12. These wires are broudht
through the hollow hub and carried to a
source of current and also to a well known
form of switch for controlling the circuits to
the lamp. It will be noted that the inner ends

;of the housings are open, as shown at 62,
,and these inner ends lie in flat contact with
the flat faces ‘of the plate 10.

- It will be noted that the sign, tag, or license

_:',plate holde1 is of the knock down construc-
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tion and may be readily assembled or disas-
sembled through the application or the re-
moval of the frame 22. When the frame 22 is
removed the housings 40 and 51 may be easily
disposed from their counections with the
plate 10. It will thus be seen that the frame
92 simultaneously locks not only a tag or
sign 20 to the plate 10 but also locks the hous-
ings to said plate. On the other hand the
release of the frame 22 by operating the lock
30 will likewise not only:release the sign or
tag but also the housings.

In assembling the tag or sign upon the plate
10 the lugs 47 are sllpped into their respec-
tive sockets 48 anid 56 when the inner edge 62
of the housings are placed in flat contact with
the outer face of the plate 10. The tag, sign,
or license plate holder is then placed upon the
marginal flange 22 of the plate 10 and the lug
96 is inserted | through the opening 25 in the
plate 10. The frame is then lowered upon
the license plate or tag in a swinging manner
when said lock 30 will be 1ece1ved within the
socket 33. Where the lock is of the auto-
matic type it is only necessary to move the
lock into its socket when the locking bolt 34
will be engaged behind the keeper 35. Other-

: ‘x 1se it will be necessary to insert a key within

he slot 86 for manipulating the lock. In
either case, however, the frame 22 simultane-
ously locks not only the tag or license plate 20
against unauthorized mampulatmn but like-
wise locks the housings in place. It will be

_appreciated that after the frame 22 is moved

to its locking position the members 50 and 60
will engage over the lugs 49 and in connec-
tion with the lugs 47 and their. -Tespective
sockets 48 and 56 the housings will be se-
curely held wamst movement.
We claim:

1. A tag or sign Tolder compusmg a plate,
a frame removably secured to the plate and
adapted to secure a tag or sign to the plate
against unauthorized removal, lamp housings
upon opposite sides of the frame , co-operating -
means on the frame, plate, and housmgs for
simultaneously and removably securlng the
housings to the plate.

9. A tag or sign holder compmsmg a plate,

a frame removably secured to the plate and
adapted to secure a tax or sign to the plate
against unauthorized removal housings pro-
vided with translucent outer faces upon which
indicia are inscribed relating to the tag or
sign, the housings being located upon oppo-
site sides of the frame, co-operatirig means
on the frame, plate, and housings for remov-
ably securing the housings to the plate.

3. A tagorsign holder comprising a plate,
a frame removably secured to the plate and
adapted to secure a tax or sign to the plate
against unauthorized removal housings pro-
vided with translucent outer faces upon which
indicia are inscribed relating to the tag or

sign, the housings being located upon opposite
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sides of the frame, co-operating means on the
frame, plate and housings for removably se-
curing the housings to the plate, and lamps
mounted on the plate and enclosed by the
housings.

4. A tag or sign holder comprising a plate,
a frame removably secured to the plate and
adapted to secure a tag or sign to the plate
against unauthorized removal, housings upon
opposite sides of the frame, the opposite edges
of the plate being provided with grooves, a
lug along an edge of each housing adapted to
be received within an adjacently located
groove, lugs projecting from the opposite
edges of each housing and engaged by the
frame.

5. A tag or sign holder comprising a plate,
a frame, means for removably locking the
frame to the plate, housings removably
mounted on the plate at opposite edges of the
frame, lamps secured to the plate and enclosed
by the housings, said housings having open-
ings, a translucent medium covering for each
opening, the plate having grooves, said hous-
ings being provided with Iugs, certain of the
lugs being received by the grooves, the re-
maining lugs being engaged by the frame for
removably attaching the housings to the plate.

6. A tag holder adapted to be readily as-
sembled or disassembled comprising a sup-
porting plate, means for locking a tag on the
plate against unauthorized removal, lamp
housings removably mounted on the plate,
means on the housings engaged by the locking
means for locking the housings to the plate.

7. A tag holder adapted to be readily as-
sembled or disassembled comprising a sup-
porting means, lamp housings removably
mounted on the supporting means, means for
simultaneously locking the housings and a tag
on the plate against unauthorized removal.

JACOB ORESTER.
WILLIAM J. GEE.
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