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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, WALTER C. HARDER, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Iili-
nois, have invented certain new and usefal
Improvements in Pouch or Bag Holders; and

1 do hereby declare the following to be a fall,
clear, and exact description of the invention,

such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to sack or bag hold-
ers, and is more especially intended for use
in connection with mail-pouches, and has for
its object to provide a device of this charac-
ter in which the bars forming the frame for
holding the mouth of a sack or bag recepta-
cle open may be folded in different ways in
increasing or diminishing the areaof the open-
ing in accordance with the arrangement of
the supporting-racks and in the economy of
space. » :

When used in connection with a mail pouch
or sack, the device ordinarily becomes a per-
manent part thereof and is adapted to fold
up compactly in tightly closing the mouth of
the receptacle,

In the drawings, Figure 1is a plan showing
the holder in its largest open position, hav-
ing a square sack-opening. Fig. 2 is a plan
showing the holder converted into a triangu-

~lar frame, showing a corresponding sack-
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opening. Fig. 3 is a plan showing the holder
converted into a small square opening, the
area being equal to about one-fourth of the
opening shown in Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a plan
showing the holder-frame converted into its
closed folded position, the locking-hasp being
in its open position. « Fig. 5 is a transverse
seetion on line 5, Fig. 4, looking in the direc-
tion indicated by the arrow; and Fig. 6isa
broken-away elevation. ‘ '

The distending holder-frame comprises the
companion rigid side bars A and B, located
at opposite sides,-a two-part “preakdown”
bar C, consisting of the sections 7 and 8, and
the companion two-part bar D, consisting of
the sections 9 and 10, forming the two other
opposite sides of a square opening.

The companion two-part bars C and D are
pivoted at their respective outer ends to the
adjacent ends of the companion rigid side

1903.
Serial No. 102,044, (No model)

bars, as at a. The pivot-joint a is set back a
short way from the extreme ends of the rigid
bars, which are provided with apertures 11
for the insertion of a holding pin or peg12in
temporarily secaring the receptacle fo frames
or racks 13 for the purpose of supporting the
same in its open position, so that mail or other
matter can be conveniently dropped therein.

It will be understood that suitable racks or
frames are provided in mail-cars, post-ofiices,
and other places which support the pouches
or sacks at the proper height from the floor.

The inner joining ends of the companion
two-part bars are cut away ou the upper and
under sides, respectively, and overlap each
other, so that these bars are approximately of
the same thickness their entire length and
which provides each section with a shoulder-
bearing 14, as best shown in Fig. 6.

The companion. sections of the two - part
bars C and D are connected together by a
pivot 15, forming an opening and closing
joint. The shoulder on one section and the
contacting end of the pivetally-joining sec-
tion are cut away on a bevel and come to-
gether on a diagonal line 16, which limits the
outward movementto a straight bar in form-
ing the square opening 17, (shown in Fig. 1,)
which is the largest-sized opening the holder-
frame is capable of being adjusted to.

By breaking one of the two-part bars in-
wardly and folding the same parallel with
and against one of the rigid bars the holder-
frame is converted into a triangle and pro-
vides the receptacle with a triangular-shaped
opening 18, as shown in Fig. 2. This greatly
reduces .the area of the sack-opening from
that shown in Fig. 1 and permits of a greater
number of holders being mounted in a lim-
ited space, as the triangular frame can be ar-

_ranged alternately with reference td the wide
and contracted ends, thus nesting in and oc-
cupying all the available room.

By folding the companion two-part bars so
as to bring the two sections of each into a po-
sition at right angles the one section of each
bar forms the oppositesides of a square frame,
the other two sides of the square being com-
posed of one-half of each of the rigid bars,
as shown in Fig. 3. Thisreduces the frame-

opening 19 to approximately one-fourth of
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the larger square opening in Fig. 1 and pro-
vides for a different arrangement of the sup-
porting-racks for the holder-frames, a greater
number of which can be mounted in a given
space, as the corners will nest together.

In converting the frame into the compactly-
folded position (shown in Fig. 4) the sections
of the two-part bars are folded upon each
otherand the two rigid bars brought upon the
oppositeoutsidesand alllying closely together
in a parallel position and tightly closing the
mouth of the receptacle.

One end of a hasp 20 is secured to the lon-
gitudinal center of the rigid framing-bar B
by a pivot 21, inserted loosely through the
bar, and is prevented from being disengaged
therefrom by a ball-head 22, which permits
of the adjustment of the hasp to different po-
sitions, as may be necessary in closing and
opening the receptacle. The opposite end
of the hasp is provided with a staple 23, which
passes down through a slot 24-in the rigid
bar A and in position for the engagement of
a lock 25, by which means the holder-bars
aresecurely and conveniently locked together
and access to the receptacle prevented.

The bars are provided on the under side
with a downwardly-extending flange 26, Figs.
5 and 6, which is provided at intervals with
perforations 27,through which the wirestiteh-
ing b is inserted in securing the mouth edge
of the sack 28 securely to' the bars forming
the holder-frame. :

The dimensions of the mouth of the sack-
receptacle will correspond to the full-sized
opening of the holder-frame and readily con-
form to the different changes thereof in ac-
cordance with the space to be occupied.

The receptacle may be laid on a table and
mail-matter distributed therefrom and depos-
ited therein, as the frame will remain open
in the fixed position to which it may be ad-
justed whether supported from racks or lying
down; neitheris it possible to leave any mat-
terin the receptacle when it is held up to be
emptied, as is often the case with the ordinary
pouch.

The frame-holder also protects the mouth
of the sack from wear and tear whether in its
open or closed position.

729,783

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— :
1. A sack-suspending device consisting of

two bars and two transverse bars pivoted by.

their ends thereto, each of the latter bars be-
ing hinged at the middle to break inwardly
for the purpose of changing the size of the
inclosed quadrilateral substantially as set
forth.

2. In a pouch or bag holder, the combina-
tion with the rigid companion bars, of the piv-
otally-connecting two-part companion bars,
having a hinged joint at their inner ends and
adapted to assume a position at right angles
to the rigid bars or fold in parallels therewith

“in a compact manner in tightly closing a sack-
receptacle, and means for locking the holder-
frame in its closed position, substantially as
set forth. . ’

3. In a pouch or bag holder, the combina-
tion with the rigid companion bars, of the two-
part bars having an adjustable connection
therewith, all of said bars being provided on
the under side with perforated flanges, and
means for securing the frame-bars and the
sack-receptacle together, substantially as set
forth. ‘

4. Inapouchorbagholding frame, the com-
bination of a pair of parallel bars A B with
two additional bars C D each consisting of a
pair of sectionshinged togetherin the middle
and arranged to break inwardly for the pur-
pose of allowing one of the said bars C orD
to be folded out of the way and the two bars
A and B to converge, giving the frame a tri-
angular form, or at will one of the bars A or
B to be moved along until its end is opposite
the middle of the other while one section of
each bar C D folds parallel to the bars A B
and the other section extends across from one
of the latter bars to the other completing a
smaller square substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

WALTER C. HARDER.

Witnesses:
L. M. FREEMAN,
L. B. COUPLAND.
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