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To all whom it may concern: -

Be it known that I, Arrror A. GIFFIN, a
citizen of the United States of America, and
vesident of Springfield, in the county of
Hampden and State of Massachusetts, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Musical Building-Blocks, of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
seription.

This invention relates to blocks or sepa-
rable pieces for constituting a means for
amusement and instruction of children,
enabling them by the assemblage of the
blocks or pieces to construct a scale, and to
produce thereon an operating or actual mu-
sical notation.

The invention consists in a combination of
base blocks or boards having grooves, thin
straight strips to be set in such grooves and
to project above the face of the base mem-
bers, and other blocks, bearing musical char-
acters, such as clefs, sharps, flats and notes,
indications of half notes, etc., so formed as
to be detachably engaged with the rib con-
stituting strips which form the lines of the
stafl. :

The improved musical building blocks are
illustrated in the accompanying drawings in
which :—

Figure 1 is a plan or face view showing
the various members in assembled relation.
TFigs. 2 and 3 are cross sectional views on
lines 2—2 and 3—3, Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a per-
spective view showing various pieces in more
or less separated relations.

In the drawings,—A A represent several
comparatively short base boards or blocks
having parallel longitudinal grooves a «a
therein, usually five in number, these grooved
boards being designed for arrangement with
their grooves in alinement or rcontinuation
to form, as desired, a more or less long base
for a musical chart.

b b vepresent thin straight strips having
thicknesses corresponding to the widths of
narrow grooves @ of the base blocks, and
having widths so that, when engaged in the
grooves, they extend outwardly beyond the
face of the base and in arrangement to repre-
sent the lines of the staff.

A comparatively large number of blocks
or pieces B, B2, are provided, those B2 as
shown, having the representations of the
larger musical characters, such as clefs,
thereon, while those B are made smaller and
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have representations thereon of such musical
‘characters as sharps, flats, and notes.

The blocks B have tongues at their lower
or rear sides in which are grooves d, so that
becaunse of such grooves the blocks may be
engaged with any of the parallel strips o
ribs forming the staff lines; and the tongues
of these blocks are of such width as to fit be-
tween the ribs so that any note or musical
character may, if desired, have its position
between the scale lines instead of on such
lines.

The strips 0 which form outstanding vibs
beyond the face of the base members are of
different lengths from those of the base
members so as to break joints with the body
ends of the base members and thereby con-
stitute bonds for holding the parts A A in
their alinement and preventing accidental
displacement.

The pieces I3* for the larger characters
are made of suflicient size to extend nearly
or fully across the staff and have o plurality
of grooves ¢* as shown in Figs. 2 and 4.

i provide in addition to the base sections
A A constructed with the five parallel
grooves, a quantity of blocks f f having up-
standing ribs 6% so that any of the note bear-
ing blocks required to be positioned below
the staff may be engaged on the ribs of such
blocks f which, as shown in Fig. 1, may be
set against the lower edge of any of the base
members A, and sustained on the table, floor,
or other support on which the blocks or
pieces are assembled.

The edges of the strips & b may be stained
or painted black or of any color to contrast
with the face of the base sections so that the
staff lines will the more conspicuously ap-
pear.

Several of the grooved base boards, a suffi-
cient number of the rib forming strips 0
and also of the blocks bearing representa-
tions of notes or other musical characters,
as well as a sufficient number of the rib pro-
vided supplemental pieces f f are provided
as. separate pieces and are to be furnished
in boxes similarly as done for toy building
blocks whereby may be put into the hands
of a child means to set up the parts in a
manner greatly conducive to amusement and
instruction.

Of course, pieces having structural char-
acteristics the same as those indicated in the
ones b may be provided having many other
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musical characters on the faces thercof he-
yond those herein particularly shown.

I claim:—

1. An amusement device consisting of
pluralities of base sections and means for
constituting parallel outwardly protruding
ribs cou@spondlno to staft lines, and pieces
provided on their faces with musical char-
acters, having tongues at their backs of
widths ('ouupondmo to the distance De-
tween the staff line ribs, and having grooves
cor Lcspondlno to the thickness of said ribs.

2. A device of the chairacter deseribed com-
prising base \(‘CU(‘HS having parallel longi-
tudinal grooves and adapted to be endwise
abutted with thur grooves in alinement,
strips wider than the depths of the 01‘00\@5
adapted to be engaged therein, and separute
pieces having musical char acters on their
faces and constructed for engagements with
tlm said rib forming strips.

5. In a device of the character described,
f phu‘lhty of base members having parallel
longitudinal grooves, strips having a thick-
ness corresponding to the width of the
grooves, having widths greater than the
depth of the grooves, and having lengths
different from the lonmha of the base-sec-
tions and adapted, by engaoement with the
alined grooved base ,se(,hon% to constitute
outstanding ribs u)l'lespondlno to the staff
lines, and serving to bond thL base sections
one to another, and separate pleces having
nmusical characters on  their faces and
adapted by theiv back portions to engage
wdh the staff hnu ribs.

4. A device of the chavacter described
compl‘ising base sections having parallel
longitudinal grooves and adapted to be end-
wise abutted with their grooves in aline-
ment, strips wider than the depths of the
grooves, and adapted to be engaged in such
grooves, and separate pieces having musical
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characters on their faces and constructed
at their backs with tongues of widths cor-
responding to the distance between the stiips
engaged in said grooves, and having grooves
(ohespon(lum to the thickness of said strips.
An amusement device consisting of

plm-a]ities of base sections and means for
constituting parallel outwardly protruding
ribg corresponding to stafl lines, thereon,
blocks having protruding straight ribs, to
be placed below the base sections, and pieces
provided on their faces with musical char-
acters, having tongues at their backs of
widths corresponding to the distance be-
tween the statl line ribs, and having grooves
corresponding to the thickness of said vibs,
and adapted for enguuunmt\ with the statt
line nbs, and with the ribs of the pleces set
below the stafl.

6. In a deviece of the chavacter described,
a plurality of base mewbers having pdl‘zl el
]'mmh!(hndl arooves, 5111])5 having a thick-
ness c()r},gspondmp to the width of the
grooves, having widths greater than the
dcpth of the grooves, and having lengths
different from the luwths of the base sec-
tions, and adapted, by engagement with the
alined base sections, to constitute outstand-
ing ribs cou‘esponduw to the staff lines, a
plmahty of blocks having musical charac-
ters on their faces and having, at their back
portions, tongues to fit Detween stafi-line-
ribs and grooves to receive staff-line- nb en-
gagements therein, and picces for larger
musical characters having ribs in the backs
for staff rib engagements therein.

Signed by me at Springfield, Mass.,
presence of two subscribing witnesses.

ARTHUR A. GIFFFIN.

mn

Witnesses:
W, 8. Berrows,
(. I}, Drisconn.
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