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1. 
This invention relates to Venetian blinds and 

more-particularly to a so-called "installation 
bracket' for removably supporting a blind, in por 
sition adjacent a 'window.or. door. Opening. The 
present invention is a division of my copending 
application, Serial. No. 778,002, filed October 4, 
1947, now Patent No. 2,629,434. 
A Venetian blind is essentially an assembly of 

superimposed articulated. Slats which are: sus 
pended from a headbar:extending across, the top 
of the blind and on which is mounted mechanism 
for raising and tilting, the slats of the blind. This 
arrangement facilitates installation of the blind 
as a unit. In the usual construction, installation 
brackets, which are secured to the window jamb, 
are used to removably support the ends of the 
headbar. , 
The installation bracket of the present invent 

tion is particularly adapted for. Supporting a so 
called "enclosed-head in...which the headbar. is 
hollow, often beingsformed of...a...light gauge sheet 
metal channel and more, or less enclosing the lift 
ing.; and tilting. mechanism, cf. the blind. Such 
headbars, usually, much larger in.cross section 
than wooden-headbars, in which the islats of the blind. are...suspended...from...a...tilt bar rotatably 
mounted on the underside of the headbar. 
In the form shown of the present invention, the 

bracket-comprises. a. sheet metal stamping con 
sisting of a generally rectangular flat metal plate 
having bottom, rear and top flanges extending 
inwardly at right angles to the plate: Aretainer 
is Swingably mounted adjacent a "front corner of 
the plate, and may be swung into closed posi 
tion, ini which a front flange of the retainer lies 
in front of and retains the headbar on the lower 
flanges of the plate: One feature of the-present 
invention is that the i-retainer when swung - to 
closed position, engages an inclined cam surface 
of the lower' flange- SO’s as: to 5. f6rce the , free. 
end of the retainer tightly against the plate, a 
latch being provided between the retainer and 
the plate which is maintained irrtight engage 
ment by the camaction of the lowerflange on the 
retainier. 
A general object of the presentirivention is to 

provide an improved installation bracket for en 
closed headbars which is, adapted for economical 
quantity-production and which is of pleasing ap 
9ealance. 
Among the other...objects of the invention are 

the provision of an improved bracket in which 
theiretainerisiheld tightly against the plate even 
after.normal wear, has soccurred after a period of 
use aladin which the retainer when inclosed pos 
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2. 
sition is maintained...tightly...latched against the 
plate. . 

Further objects, and objects relating to details 
and economies of construction, manufacture and 
use will more definitely appear. from the detailed 
description to follow. . . . . . 

My invention is clearly defined in the appended 
claims. Where parts are, for clarity, and con 
venience, referred to on the basis of their oriented 
position shown in the accompanying dra Wing, no 
limitation as to positioning of the entirestructure 
is to be implied, since it". will be understood 
that the structure may be inverted. Also in 
both the description, and the claims, parts at 
times may be identified by specific names for 
clarity, and convenience, but Such nomenclature 
is to be understood as having the broadest 
meaning consistent with the context" and with 
the concept of my invention as , distinguished 
from the pertinent prior art. The best 'fornin 
which I have contemplated, applying, my in 
vention is illustrated in the accompanying draw 
ing forming part of this specification, in which: 

Fig. 1, is a perspective view of a left-hand 
bracket, the retainer being shown in partly, open position. 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of a right-hand 
bracket, the retainer, being shown in partly open 
position and portions of the front fange of the 
retainer being broken away to show details of 
construction. 

Fig. 3 is a left side elevation of the right-hand 
bracket shown in Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 is a top plan view of the bracket shown in Fig.2. 
Fig. 5 is, a horizontal section of the bracket; 

taken on the line 5, 5 of Fig. 3. 
The brackets, are sold and used in pairs. One 

bracket for the left-hand end of the headbar, and 
one for the right-hand end of the headbar. The 
bracket shown in Fig.1 is adapted to receive the 
left-hand end of a headbar" and the bracket 
shown in Fig.2 to receive the right-hand end of 
the headbar. These brackets are of the same. 
construction but of opposite hand. The corres 
sponding parts of both brackets Will be given the 
Sarine reference-numerals. 
The brackets consist of only, three. parts, 

Which, for convenience, Will ber called the body, 
the retainer and the, pivot. The body, which is 
designated as: a, whole: by 0, comprises...a ones 
piece sheet metal stamping. The retainer, desig, 
nated; as a -Whole by. , is also...a...onetpiece, sheet 
metal. Stamping. . The pivot is formed...of a suits, 
able, conventional rivet, 2. - 
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The bracket body comprises a flat metal 
plate having a bottom flange 5 to support the 
Weight of the blind, a rear flange and a top 
flange 7, all of which extend in Wardly at right, 
angles (towards the other bracket When in 
mounted position) to the plate is. The plate & 
may be provided with a small, inwardly-project 
ing bump 9 to act as a separator during electro 
plating to prevent parts of the bracket from nest 
ing tightly so as to interfere with proper plating. 
Screw holes 2 are provided in the plate is and 

the top and rear flanges 6 and to receive 
Screws or other fasteners for mounting the 
bracket on the intel of a window frame or on 
the side of the jamb for a so-called "inside mount 
ing' of the blind; or on a vertical wall or the front 
of the Window jamb for a so-called “outside 
mounting' of the blind. In addition, a forwardly 
projecting filler or spacer 2 may be provided in 
the rear flange 6 so that a headbar Will be tightly 
retained within the bracket without necessitating 
countersinking of the fasteners, and whether 
round or flat head screws be used, or even if no 
ScreWS at all are used in the rear fange 8 as in 
the "inside mounting.' In this connection, see 
my application Serial No. 674,265, now Patent No. 
2,526,393. The retainer may be SWingably mounted on 
the front top corner of the plate by the rivet 
f2, the rivet being received in round holes pro 
vided in the plate and the retainer to provide a, 
pivotal mounting of the retainer. The retainer 
is generally L-shaped in transverse cross section 
one side leg or flange 22 lying closely against the 
inside of the plate 4 and the front flange ex 
tending inwardly from the plate 3 at right angles 
and overlying the front wall of a headbai when 
the retainer is in closed position. The rivet 2 
passes through the top portion of the side flange 
22. 
The side flange 22 of the retaine' may be off 

set slightly inwardly adjacent its forward edge ti 
provide a narrow shoulder 25 adapted to lie in 
front of and conceal the front edge of the plate 
4. This shoulder also contacts the top front 

corner of the plate 4 adjacent tha rivet 2 to 
limit opening movement of the retainer f, a por 
tion of the upper front portion of the plate being 
cut away above the rivet 2 for passage of the 
shoulder. 
A slot 26 formed in the lower portion of the re 

tainer side flange 22 defines a projection 27 at the 
lower or free end of the retainer of length some 
what shorter than the balance of the fiange. The 
projection 2 may extend rear Waldly in the plane 
of the shoulder 25 to place the projection 27 more 
or less in the plane of the plate , the remainder 
of the flange being offset slightly inwardly as 
above described. 
The projection 27 on the retainer side fiange 

22 cooperates with an inclined cam surface 23 
formed at the forward end of the bottom flage 
5 (the flange remote fron the retainer mount 

ing) adjacent the plate 4 by cutting the fiange 
at an angle, the Surface 29 engaging the rear end 
of the projection 2 upon closing the retainer so 
as to force the side flange 32 of the retainer side 
wise tightly against the plate 4. he lower, for 
Ward corner of the plate 4 may be cut away at 
30, the projection 27 substantially filling this cut 
away Corner when the retainer is in closed posi 
tion. A latch is provided for securing the retainer 
against fortuitous displacement. When in closed 
position. The latch includes a depression 3 
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4. 
formed adjacent the shoulder 25 of the retainer, 
the depression extending for a short distance be 
side the shoulder. Upon closing movement of the 
retainer, the depression 3 makes snap engage 
ment with a projection 32 formed on the front 
edge of the plate i4 by displacing a portion of the 
front edge slightly inwardly. Sidewise movement 
of the retainer against the plate it upon clos 
ing movement of the retainer causes firin engage 
ment of these latching elements as well as main 
taining the retainer side flange 22 tightly against 
the plate, even after normal Wear from a long 
period of use. A notch 34 may be provided in 
the front edge of the bottom fange 5 to receive 
the blade of a screw driver or other prying instru 
ment for facilitating unlatching and opening of 
the retainer . This notch is preferably located 
in the bottom flange close to the plate it. 
By making the flanges of the bracket body 

and the flange 2 of the retainer a little ovel 
one inch in width, the headbar can have a toler 
ance of one inch in length without danger of 
dropping out of the brackets. Thus, by making 
the headbars in standard lengths in increments 
of one inch, all width windows between the Short 
est and longest headbar can be provided for. 
I claim: 1. A bracket for supporting a Venetian blind 

headbar, said blacket comprising: a plate having 
a lower fange projecting fronn the inner face 
thereof and adapted to support One end of a head 
bar, and a retainer for retaining the headbar 
within the bracket, the retainer including a flange 
swingably mounted at its upper end for movement 
along the inner face of the plate, the forward 
edge of the lower flange of the plate having an in 
clined can portion adjacent the plate engaged 
by the retainer flange to wedge it against the 
plate upon closing movement of the retainer. 

2. A bracket for supporting a Venetian blind 
headbar, said bracket comprising: a generally rec 
tangular plate having inwardly-projecting mar 
ginal lower and upper flanges, and a retainer 
having a flange swingably mounted against a 
front corner of the plate for retaining the head 
bar within the bracket, the retainer flange SWing 
ing along the inner face of the plate and the 
front end of the plate flange remote from the 
retainer mounting having an inclined can por 
tion adjacent the plate engaged by the free end 
of the retainer to wedge the retainer flange 
against the plate upon closing movement of the 
retainer. 3. A bracket for supporting a Venetian blind 
headbar, said bracket comprising: a plate having 
upper and lower marginal flanges projecting from 
the inner face thereof, and a retainer for retain 
ing the headbar within the bracket, the retainer 
including a front flange adapted to overlie the 
front of a headbar when in closed position and a 
side flange swingably mounted at one end for 
movement along the inner face of the plate, the 
forward portion of the side flange being located 
substantially in the plane of the plate and the 
free end of the retainer side flange projecting 
rearwardly in the plane of the plate and engaging 
an inclined cam portion of the plate flange remote 
from the retainer mounting to force the retainer 
side flange tightly against the inside of the plate, 
a portion of the front corner of the plate being 
cut away to receive the projection on the free end 
of the retainer flange. . . . 4. A bracket for supporting a Venetian blind 
headbar, said bracket comprising: a plate having 

75 a lower flange projecting from the inner face 
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thereof, and a retainer for retaining the headbar 
On the lower flange, the retainer including a front 
flange adapted to Overlie the front of the head 
bar when in closed position and a side lange 
having its upper end Swingably mounted on the 
upper front corner of the plate for movement 
along the inner face of the plate the forward por 
tion of the side flange being located substantially . 
in the plane of the plate and the free lower end 
of the retainer side flange projecting rearwardly 
in the plane of the plate and engaging an inclined 
cam portion of the lower flange to force the re 
tainer side flange tightly against the inside of the 
plate, a portion of the front corner of the plate 
being cut away to receive the projection on the 
end of the retainer flange. 

5. A bracket for Supporting a Venetian blind 
headbar, said bracket comprising: a plate having 
a lower flange projecting from the inner face 
thereof and adapted to support one end of a 
headbar and a retainer for retaining the headbar 
On the lower flange, the retainer including a front 
flange adapted to overlie the front of the head 
bar when the retainer is in closed position and 
a side flange Swingably mounted at its upper end 
on the upper front corner of the plate for move 
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ment along the inner face of the plate, the lower 
flange of the plate having an inclined cam por 
tion engaged by the retainer to wedge the retainer 
side flange against the plate upon closing move 
ment of the retainer and the retainer side flange 
and plate being provided with a latching means 
consisting of a projection on one of the parts and 
a depression. On the other part which make Snap 
engagement upon closing the retainer, the cam 
action of the lower flange aiding in maintaining 
the parts in latched position. 

HARRY NELSON. 
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