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-
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Application filed Febrnary 14, 1893, ‘Serial No. 462,309, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be itknown thatI, GEORGES A. BROUILLET,
of Boston, in the eounty of Suffolk and State
of Massachusetts, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Rubber-Dam
Clamps; and I do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description of
theinvention, such aswillenable othersskilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same. :

This invention contemplates certain new
and useful improvements in rubber-dam
clamps, and it has for its object the produc-
tion of a simple and inexpensive clamp capa-
ble of being easily applied to the tooth to be
operated upon and which will not interfere
with the operator’s movements and will give
};illlia gest possible exposure to the cavity to be

ed.

A further object is fo provide a clamp of
this nature in which the rubber dam can be
applied after the clamp has been positioned.

The invention consists of a elamp formed
from one piece of metal and having two cor-
responding springarms each of approximately
U-shape and provided with pointed or re-
duced ends.

The invention further consists of a clamp
composed of two corresponding spring arms
united at their inner rear ends and econnected
in front by a curved cross-bar, said arms be-
ing pointed or reduced at their ends and
slightly curved in front to form an enlarged
opening for exposing the cavity, an aper-
tured lip being projected from the inner ends
of said spring arms, substantially as herein-
after fully set forth and particularly pointed
out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings:—Figure 1
is an enlarged view in perspective of my im-
proved clamp. Fig. 2 is afront view thereof.
Fig. 8is a rear view. Fig. 4 is a top plan
view.

Referring to the drawings, A designates
my improved clamp as an entirety,and a two
correspondingspring arms which extend from
a plate or solid portion o’ constituting the
inner or rear end of said arms. Thisplate a’

is bent or curved inward, as at o3 and its
edge is slightly curved or reduced in thick-
ness 8o as to form two end points a® designed
to bear against the rear surface of the tooth

to whieh the clamp is applied. From the
lower edge of this plate projects a short lipd
having a hole or aperture b’ for reception of
one end of a pair of dental pliers, not shown.
This lip is preferably struck up from the
metal composingtheelamp. Thespringarms
are extended downward- a suitable distance
and then bent outward and curved upward,
presenting in énd view an approximate U-
shape. These arms are connected together
in front by a curved cross-bar or bridge B,
and from this point to their upper inwardly
bent ends b? the armsareslightly enrved out-
ward,as at b% toform anenlarged front open-

of the cavity to be filled. The extreme up-
per ends b® of these spring arms are pointed
and bent inward at about right angles and
are also bent toward each other. The clamp
is readily applied by inserting one end of a.
pair of pliers through the apertured lip, and
bearing the.other end thereof against the in-
ner side of the cross-bar or bridge, forcing
the pointed or reduced endsof the clampapart.
- The advantages of my invention are appar-
ent to those skilled in the art of dentistry.
The clamp is especially designed for use in
operating on the twenty anterior teeth, but
can be used on all. The clamp is so small
that it can be first adjusted to the tooth and
the rubber dam afterward applied. When a
tooth is badly decayed at its neck and the
gum covers a portion of the cavity, the oper-
ator, with the aid of a local anasthetic, can
‘place the clamp in the gum above the cavity
and then pass the rubber dam over it with-
out pain to the patient and with great ease to
the operator.

This improved clamp is simple and inex-
pensive and the spring possessed by the arms
by forming them in the manner deseribed in-
sures afirm grip on the tooth and enablesthe
clamp to be widely opened so that a firm hold
can be had on any of the teeth.

I claim as my invention— ’

1. As an improved article of manufacture,
a rubber dam clamp formed from one con-
tinuous pieceof metal and having two corre-
sponding arms econnected together at their in-
ner, rear ends and bent or curved each into
approximately U-shape, the outer ends of

said arms being pointed as set forth,
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2. A rubber dam clamp formed from one
continuous piece of metal and having two
corresponding arms connected together at
their inner, rear ends,and bentor curved each
into approximately U-shape and also curved
outwardly near their npper ends to form an
enlarged front opening, said arms being
pointed at their said upper endsand the cross-
bar connecting said arms beneath said open-
ing, as set forth.

3. As an improved article of manufacture
the rubber-dam clamp herein-deseribed, com-
posed of a plate having reduced points, an
apertured lip extending from said plate, two
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corresponding bent spring arms each of ap-
proximately U-shape and curved in front to
form an enlarged opening and having upper
pointed angular ends, and- the curved cross-
bar connecting said arms, substantially as set
forth.
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In testimony whereof I have signed this .

specification in the presence of two subserib-
ing witnesses.
GEORGES A. BROUILLET.
Witnesses:

CONRAD RUTTER,
JouN D. MCLAUGHLIN.




