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"~ 19 Claims.
This invention relates to improvements in port-

able cases and has particular reference to cper-.
able means for supporting the case in upright

position.

One of the principal objects of the invention is
to provide simple and eccnomical collapsible sup-
porting means by which the case may be sup-
ported in upright position when desired and
which may be folded up inconspicuously at other
times.

Ancther object of the mventmn is to provide
simple means for supporting a. case in upright
position that otherwise would be overbalanced
and would not stand in such an upright position.
15 Anocther object of the invention is to provide

" simple means by which a case or file that will not
ordinarily stand in an upright position may be
so supported for reference and use in such po-
sition.

Another object of the invention is to provide
simple and efficient means that will support a
case in upright position and that will also ex-
pand the case when being moved to supporting
position and that will collapse the case: when
being moved to stowed position.

Another object of the invention is to provide
simple, economical and inconspicucus means for
supporting a ccllapsible case in upright position
when desired for use as a vertical file device.

Other objects and advantages of the invention
will become apparent from the following descrip-
tion taken in connection with the accompanying
drawings. It will be apparent that - many
changes in arrangement of parts and details of
3 constructicn may be made without departing

from the spirit of the invention as expressed.in

the accompanying claims. "I therefore do. not

wish to be confined to the exact arrangements

shown and described, as the preferred forms
40 ‘have been shown and described by way . of illus-
tration only.

Referring to the drawings:

Figure I is a perspective view showing the in-
vention applied to a collapsible brief case.

Igure I is a bottom view of Figure I showing
the case in collapsed positicn.

PFigure III is a view similar to Figure II show-
ing the case in expanded position.

Figure IV is a partial cross section on line
IV—IV of Figure III. :

Figure V is a rear elevation showing a modi-
ed form of the invention.

Figure VI is an end view of Figure V.
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5 modified form of the invention.

Figure VII is a rear elevation showing another

(OL 150—16)

| Figure VIII is an end view of Figure VIIL. =

Figure IX is an end view showing a modiﬁca,-,
tion, and

Figure X is a bottom- view -showing another
medification,

As is well known, brief cases and similar cases
for carrying papers and other objects are.rela-
tively high and wide and relatively narrow across
the bottom, so that they will not stand alone in
vertical or upright position.” The case when not
in use is therefore usually laid down upon .one
of its broad sides or horizontally. The contents
as a consequence have to be removed or inserted
in a horizontal direction. 'This makes the case
unhandy in use and of no assistance while the
paper or articles removed from it is being used.

b3

As a consequence, attorneys or others who use

such cases usually remove the contents, or at least
the desired portion of the contents, and then lay
the case aside, as otherwise it would be in the
way. Very often it is of importance that certain
portions of the contents should not be exposed to
view and that only that part-of the contents im-
mediately desired for use at the time should be
removed. If the contents have to be referred to
back and forth, or in orderly progression, it in-
volves an awkward break in the proceeding to
have to pause and insert or remove parts of the
contents of the case.” Were the case supported
in a vertical position the contents would be easily
accessible in any order desired and the case could
be used not only as a vertical file case but as a
support for the contents in use as well. It is,
therefore; one of the principal objects of this in-
vention to provide means by which such cases
can be so used.

Referring to the drawings, ‘wherein _similar
characters of reference denote correspondmg
parts throughout: »

In Figure I, I have shown an expandible brief
case made of leather or other flexible material
having the case walls . {, the flufed expansion
members 2, and the pocket division walls 3. On
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the bottom of the case, Figures IT and ITI, I place .

the support rod 4 and on the inside of the case

I place the support § overlying the rod 4. These-

two rods are riveted or otherwise secured to-
gether through the case, as by the rivets 6.
Through these rods & and 5 I also rivet the pivot
studs 1, on which are plvotally supported the fest
supports 8.

In the two outer pockets of the cagse I place
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the brace members 9 having:the horizontal por-

tions 10 and- the upright: portions (!, The part
10 contacts with the bottom.of the case and the

55 -




10

15

20

25

30

35

40

50

60

‘and the parts pushed together.

2

part (1 with the side thereof. These braces are
secured to the cases by rivets or otherwise as at
12,

Pivoted to the part 10 of the braces are the
extension rods (3 having the guide slots (4, into
which fit the pins 15 secured to the feet 8.

The operation is as follows:

‘When the case is closed or collapsed as shown
in Figure II, the feet 8 lie over the'rod 4 in a
longitudinal direction, the pins 15 being at the
outer ends of the slots 14, To extend the feet 8
transversely as shown in Figure III, the feet 8
are rotated on the pivots 7, the pins {5 moving to
the inner ends of the slots 14. This movement
of the feet 8 expands the case as shown in Fig-
ure III.  Moving the parts to the position shown
in Figure II contracts the case.. When the feet

8 are extended transversely as shown in Figure -
IIT; the case will be supported vertically as shown:

in Figure I, and the case used as a vertical file
for inserting or removing contents, and it also
can be used -as a support of the paper on content
in use.”

In the modification shown in Figures V and

VI there is provided a brace member having the -

vertical legs 25 and the horizontal leg 26. The
legs 2% are pivotally connected to the case 1 at
27, so that the brace member may rest against
the case when stowed and be extended there-
from to form a supporting easel as shown in Fig-
ure VI. To hold the brace member in extended
position away from the case there is provided the
extension member 28, having the central hinge
28 and the end hinges 30, forming pivotal con-
nection with the brace member and the case
respectively. When not in use as an easel sup-
port the brace member lies against the case |I.
‘When extended, as shown in Figure VI, it is
held in position by the extension member 28. To
move the brace member from extension position
it is necessary only to press the hinge 29 up-
wardly, which causes it to fold on the hinge 29, as
indicated in dotted lines in Figure VI. -When
held extended as in Figure VI the case may be

.used as a file case and the files 31 taken out or

replaced without disturbing the position of the
case.’ The case in this position may also be used
for a reading support.

In the modification shown in Flgures VII and
VIII, two cases | are utilized, they being hinged
together at 32. The hinge at 32 may be prefer-
ably a fold of the material from which the cases
f are made, or it may be a separate hinge se-
cured to the parts 33 and 34 respectively. The
case may be held in extended pogsition as shown
in Figure VIII by means of the extension mem-
ber 385, having the central hinge 36 and the end
hinges 37 and 38 secured to the members 33 and
384 respectively. When stowed the members 33
and 34 rest against each other. When extend-
ed as in Figure VIII they are held apart by the
extension 35. To close the members 33 and 34,
the extension member 35 is pushed up on the
hinge 86, as indicated in dotted lines Figure VIII,
In extended po-
sition the files 31 may be removed or inserted
without disturbing the position of the case, and
the case may be used as a reading stand.

. In Figure IX is shown a modification in which
the exfension member 28 is applied to each end
of the case near the bottom thereof.- The mem-

ber 28 is secured to the case | at the pivotal -

means 30 and it has the central hinge 28. When

~ the member 28 is extended as shown, the case

will stand upright on its bottom. ~The member
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28 operates in the same manner as the member 28
in Figure VI.

In Figure X is shown a modification in which
the extension member 28 is applied to the bot-
tom of the case near its ends being connected to
the case in manner similar to that of Figure IX.
‘When the member 28 is extended the case [ will
stand upright on its bottom. The operation of
the member 28 is similar to that of the member
28 in Pigure IX.

Instead of being hinged at 29 the member 28
in Figures IX and X could be made in two pieces,
each connected to the case.at an end at 39 and
being slidably connected adjacent the center.
When the case is expanded or retracted the two
pieces would slide one on the other.

While the devices described are partlcular]y
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applicable to expansion cases, some forms of the -

;invention may also be applied to nonexpanding

cases as well,

From the foregoing it will be seen that I have
provided simple, efficient, economical, and in-
conspicuous means for carrying out all the ob-
jects of the invention and for obtaining its ad-
vantages.

Having described the 1nvent10n I claim:
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1. In combination with a case portion rela- .

tively long, high and relatively thin and expan-
sible, a foot member, means for movably securing
the foot member to the case portion and means
for limiting the movement of the foot member on
its securing means to the case from a position
where the foot member is stowed against the case
portion to one where the foot member will sup-
port the case portion on its relatively thin base,
said means for limiting the movement of the foot
being associated with the front and rear walls
of the case and being adapted to expand the said
case when the foot is moved to its supporting
position.

2. In combination with a case portion rela-
tively long and high and relatively thin, a foot
member and means for pivotally connecting the
foct member intermediate its ends to the base
of the case portion whereby the foot member may
be positioned beneath and extended longitudi~
nally with the base of the case portion and moved
to a position in a direction substantially ncrmal
thereto wherein one of its ends will project out-

wardly of the rear and the other to the front of :

the case.

3. In combination with a device of the char-
acter descrived, a fixed support member, a foot
member pivoted intermediate its ends to the sup-
port member, an extension member having a
guide portion and means associated with the
foot member and interengaging with the said
guide portion for confining the movement of the
foot member on its pivot to an arc of substan-
tially 90 degrees.

4, In combination with a case ha,vmg expan-
sion means between its sides, a support secured
to the base of the case, a foot member pivoted
to the support and extension means having piv~
otal connection to the case and guide means in-
terengaging the foot member whereby the move-
ment ¢f the foot member on its pivot will be con-
fined from a. position where the foot member
lies longitudinally of the base of the case to one
where it lies substantially transverse thereto and
which will cause the expansion means of the
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case to expand or contract during said move- -

ment from one position to the other. )
5. In combination with a case having expan-
sion means between its sides, a support secured
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to the base of the case, a foot miember pivoted
to the support, extension means associated with
the case and foot member to control the move-
ment of the foot member on its pivot from  a
position where the foot member lies longitudi-
nally of the base of the case to a position where
it lies substantially normal thereto and which
will expand or contract the expansion means of
the case during said movement and brace mem-
bers associated with -the sides of the case and
with the extension means to support the sides
when the case is expanded and rested on the
said foot member.

6. In combination with a case-like portion rel-
atively long and high and relatively thin, a foot
member and a pair of link members each hav-
ing a guide slot therein, said link members hav-
ing a pivotal connection to.the case, and said
foot member having means slidable in the slots
in the link member and a pivotaL connection to
the case. . : :

7. A case portion having relatively long -and
high side portions and being relatively thin, a
foot member, means for pivotally connecting the
foot member intermediate its ends to the base
of the case portion and guide means slidably
associated with the foot member and pivotally
connected with the case portion for controlling
the movement of the foot member on the base
of the case portion from a position where the
foot member extends longitudinally of the base

to one where it extends substantially normal

thereto.

8. In combination with a case-like portion rel--

tively long and high and relatively thin, a sup-
port secured to the base of the case interme-
diate the sides, a foot member pivoted to the
support, brace members in the case adjacent
the sides and link members having slots there-
in, each link being pivoted to a brace mem-
ber and the foot member having means slidable
in the slots of the link members.

9. In combination with a case-like portion rel-
atively long and high and relatively thin, a sup-

7 port secured to the bottom of the case portion

intermediate its sides, a foot member pivoted to

the support, brace members secured to each side

of the case portion and link members having slots
therein, each end of a link being pivoted to a
brace member, and the foot member having
means slidable in the slots of the links. ’

10. A case support for use with a case com-
posed of front and rear walls formed of stiffiy
flexible material comprising a main support hav-
ing means for attachment to one of the side
walls of the case and having an associate sup-
port member pivotally connected so that it may
ke folded to a position  substantially parallel
with a pertion of the main support and in stowed
relation with the case when not in use and so
that it may be opened to lie in a direction trans-
verse to the plane of the main support to form
a transverse base in cooperative relation with
said main support adjacent the bottom of the
case to aid in supporting the case in an upright
position.

11. A case support for use with a case com-
posed of side walls formed of stifily flexible ma-
terial comprising a main support having means
for attachment to one of the side walls of the
case and having a pair of associate support
members pivotally connected so that they may
be fclded in overlapped relation with each other
and in stowed relation with the case when not
in use and so that they may be opened to an

elongated relation with each other in a direction
transverse -to-the plane-of tiie main support to
form a ‘base in cooperative relation with said
main support ddjacent the bottom of the case
to aid in supporting the case in an upright po-
sition. . - - .

12. A -case comprising front and rear walls
formed of stiffly flexible material, -2 main sup-
port having a portion associated with one of
the side walls of the case and having an asso-
ciate support member pivotally connected there-
to so that it may be folded with respect to the
support and in stowed relation with the case
when not in use -and so that it may be opened
to lie in a direction ‘transverse to the plane of
the main support to form a base in cooverative
relation with said main support adjacent the
bottom of the case to aid in supporting the case
in an upright position. ’ e

13. A case comprising front and rear walls
formed of- stifly flexible material, a main sup-
port attached to cne of the side walls of the
case and having a pair of associate support
members pivotally connected so that they may
be folded in overlapped relation with each other
and in stowed relation with the case when Hot
in use and so that they may be opened to an
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elongated relation with each other in s direction

transverse to the plane of the main support to
form a base in cooperative relation with said
main support to aid in supporting the case in
an upright position. :

30

14. In combination with a case portion-having -

relatively long and high side walls and which is
relatively thin, a main support having means
for attachment to one of the side. walls and
having ‘a pair of associate brace members ad-
justably associated therewith and with each

other adjacent the bottom of the case, said brace -

members being adapted to be folded in over-
lapped relation with a portion of the main sup-
port and in stowed relation with the case when
not in use and being so related that they may
be adjusted to lie in aligned relation with each
other in a direction transverse to the plane of
the main support to form a base adjacent the
bottom of the case portion adapted to cooperate
with said main support in supporting the side

-walls of the case in an upright, position.

15. A case comprising front and rear walls
which may be moved to varying spaced relation
with each other, a main support associated with
the case and having an associate support mem-
ber rotatably connected so that it may be folded
in substantially overlapped relation with the
main support and in stowed relation with the
case when not in use and so that it may be
opened to a relation substantially transverse
the main support to form a base in cooperative
relation with said main support to aid in sup-
porting the case in an upright position and means
associated with said associate support member
for varying the spaced relation of the front and
rear walls when said associate support member
is moved from stowed position to its position
substantially transverse the main support.

16. A case comprising front and rear walls and
a collapsible base, a support rotatably associated
intermediate its ends with said collapsible base
so that it may be folded in substantially over-
lapped relation with the base and .in stowed
relation with the case when not in use and so
that it may be opened to a relation substan-
tially transverse to the longitudinal axis of the
base whereby its opposed ends are- projected
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outwardly beyond the front and rear walls of the
case to form a support to aid in supporting the
case in an upright position.

17. A case comprising front and rear walls
and a collapsible base whereby the front and
rear walls may be moved to varying spaced rela-
tion with each other, a support rotatably asso-
ciated with the base intermediate its ends so
that it may be folded in substantially overlapped
relation with the base and in stowed relation
with the case when not in use and so that it may
be opened to a relation substantially transverse
to the longitudinal axis of the base whereby its
opposed ends will extend outwardly beyond the
front and rear walls respectively of the case to
form a support to aid in supporting the case in
an upright position and means associated with
said support and with the front and rear walls
of the case for varying the spaced relation of
said front and rear walls when said support is
moved from stowed position to its position sub-
stantially tranverse the longitudinal axis of the
base. .

18. A case comprising front -and rear walls

‘having expansion means therebetween, supports

associated with said case having a pivotal -con-
nection intermediate their ends and portions
spaced from the intermediate pivotal connection

provided with pivotal connections to the por-

2,096,768

tions of the case which may be expanded so that
the said supports may be folded and positioned
substantially in stowed relation with the case
when not in use and so that portions thereof
may be opened to a relation substantially trans-
verse to the longitudinal dimension of the case
when in use to form means in cooperative rela-
tion with said case for aiding in supporting it in
an upright position.

19. A case comprising front and rear walls
having expansion means therebetween, supports
associated with the case having a pivotal connec-
tion intermediate their ends and portions spaced
from the intermediate pivotal connection  pro-
vided with pivotal connections to the case so that
the-said supports may be folded and positioned
substantially in stowed relation with the case
when not in use and so that portions thereof
may -be opened to a relation substantially trans-
verse to the longitudinal dimension of the case
when in use to form means for aiding in sup-
porting the case in an upright position, said
supports also providing means for expanding the
expansion means to increase the space between
the front and rear walls of the case and having
means associated therewith for locking the walls
in said spaced relation when opened.

HARRY H. STYLL.
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