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The present invention relates generally to a catcher's 
mitt and more particularly to a catcher's mitt having ball 
retaining means incorporated therein. 
The primary object of this invention is to provide in 

a catcher's mitt novel and effective means for insuring 
retention of a ball therein. 

It is a further object of this invention to provide an 
improved catcher's mitt which may be effectively used 
by the novice as well as the experienced ball player. 

It is a still further object of this invention to provide 
an improved catcher's mitt which may be used with a 
considerable variety of types of balls, the principal re 
quirement being that the ball should be smooth surfaced. 
A still further and important object of this invention is 

to provide an improved catcher's mitt having a plurality 
of ball retaining members therein which may be individu 
ally and cheaply replaced as they become damaged 
through extended use. 

Finally it is an object to provide a catcher's mitt of the 
aforementioned character which is simple and convenient 
to use and which will give generally efficient and durable 
service. 
With these and other objects definitely in view, this 

invention consists in the novel construction, combination 
and arrangement of elements and portions, as will be 
hereinafter fully described in the specification, particularly 
pointed out in the claims, and illustrated in the drawings 
which form a material part of this disclosure, and which: 
FIGURE 1 is a front elevation view of the mitt; 
FIGURE 2 is an end elevation view as taken from the 

left end of FIGURE 1, and indicating the method of hold 
ing the mitt; 
FIGURE 3 is a sectional view taken on line 3-3 of 

FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 4 is a rear elevation view of the mitt; and 
FIGURE 5 is a fragmentary view illustrating edge lac 

ing applied to the mitt. 
Referring now more particularly to the drawings the 

reference number 10 indicates generally the improved 
catcher's mitt. This consists of a generally dish-shaped 
receptacle 12 which may be throught of as including a 
concave lateral lobe 13 or ear-shaped extension of the 
receptacle behind which the thumb rests when the 
receptacle 12 is hand-held as indicated in FIGURE 2. 
The receptacle may be formed of any size and shape 
desired. It should be understood that it is within the 
scope of this disclosure to make a range of sizes within 
the limits of the hand sizes of expected users of the mitt. 

Receptacle 2 may be formed of any suitable material 
but we have found that any of the well known synthetic 
plastics in sheet form provide the necessary rigidity to 
gether with light weight. The inner or concave surface 
of the receptacle, which constitutes the ball catching and 
holding portion, has mounted therein a plurality of con 
ventional suction cup members 14. The suction cups 14 
are generously distributed over said concave surface, in 
cluding the lateral lobe 13 and those suction cups on the 
lobe 13 are of significant importance in making the item 
functional. As shown the cup portion 16 of each suction 
cup member 14 is connected, by means of a narrow neck 
18 to a support portion. 20. The periphery of support 
portion 20 is provided with a groove 22 which retainingly 
engages a hole in the receptacle 12. Suction cup mem 

O 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

2 
bers 14 are formed of any suitable resilient form retaining 
material such as rubber. It will be evident therefore that 
groove 22 will permit members 14 to be snapped into 
holes in the receptacle to be retainingly engaged thereby. 
It will also be evident that this construction facilitates 
removal and replacement of a damaged suction cup 
member. Although only one means of securing the suc 
tion cup members to the receptacle is shown it is under 
stood that any other suitable means for removably secur 
ing suction cup members to a backing may be substituted 
therefor. 

Suitable means is provided to position and secure our 
catcher's mitt to a person's hand. In the preferred form 
illustrated we mount a strap 24 on the back of receptacle 
2. Three pairs of spaced slits 26, 28 and 30 are located 
adjacent one side 29 and the material of the strap is 
threaded therethrough as shown to provide two loop por 
tions 32 and 34. The intermediate portion of strap 24 
is slidable in slits 28 while the ends are suitably secured 
to member 12 at 36 and 38, respectively. It will be 
readily apparent that the loops 32 and 34 are of such 
size as to each receive two fingers, the thumb being posi 
tioned outside the loops as clearly shown in FIGURE 2. 

Operation 
The operation of our improved catcher's mitt will be 

apparent from the foregoing description. It is primarily 
intended for use with a smooth surfaced ball since it is 
well known that suction cups will cooperate more effec 
tively with a smooth regular surface than with a surface 
that has sharp ridges or irrigularities thereon. Since 
suction cups 14 are positioned to cover the complete con 
cave surface of dish-shaped receptacle 12 a ball of suitable 
size striking the receptacle at any point on this concave 
surface will come in contact with one or more of these 
suction cups. This impact will deflect the suction cup 
or cups sufficiently to conform to the shape of the ball 
at the same time expelling the air therefrom and cause a 
gripping action with the ball in the well known manner 
of suction cup operation. 
FIGURE 5 shows a fragmentary section of our im 

proved catcher's mitt with stitching 40 applied to the edge 
thereof. The stitching may be of any suitable material 
Such as plastic or leather strips and serves to reinforce as 
well as decorate our mitt. 

It is understood that minor variation from the form of 
the invention disclosed herein may be made without de 
parture from the spirit and scope of the invention, and 
that the specification and drawings are to be considered 
as merely illustrative rather than limiting. 
We claim: 
1. A hand-held catcher's mitt comprising: 
a substantially rigid dish-shaped receptacle for receiv 

ing a ball; and 
a plurality of suction cups mounted on the concave 

surface thereof adapted to receive and hold a smooth 
surfaced ball. 

2. A hand-held catcher's mitt as claimed in claim 1 
in which said receptacle consists entirely of a thin layer 
of plastic material. 

3. A hand-held catcher's mitt as claimed in claim 2 
in which said suction cups extend over substantially the 
entire concave surface. 

4. A hand-held catcher's mitt as claimed in claim 3 
in which said suction cups are removably mounted on 
said concave Surface. 

5. A hand-held catcher's mitt as claimed in claim 4 
further including means mounted on the receptacle for 
receiving the hand of the user of the device. 

6. A hand-held catcher's mitt comprising: 
a substantially rigid dish-shaped receptacle consisting 

entirely of thin sheet plastic for receiving a ball and 
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having a plurality of apertures extending entirely 1,562,176 Latina ---------------- Nov. 17, 1925 
therethrough; and 1,797,116 Barden ---------------- - Mar. 17, 1931 

a plurality of suction cups adapted to receive and hold 1,885,572 Wood ----------------- Nov. 1, 1932 
a smooth surfaced ball, each cup having a support 2,049,323 Schmidt --------------- July 28, 1936 
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