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To all whom it may concern. 
Beit known that we, CASPER W. LEINEN 

and HERBERT G. RITTER, citizens of the 
United States, residing at Racine, in the 
county of Racine and State of Wisconsin, 
have invented new and useful Improvements 
in Window-Fasteners, of which the follow ing is a specification. 
The invention relates to a window attach 

ment, and more particularly to the class of 
Sash fasteners. 
The primary object of the invention is the 

provision of a fastener of this character in 
which the upper and lower sashes of a win 
dow may be partially opened but prevented 
from being wholly opened, thereby obviat 
ing the entrance to a dwelling house through 
the Window when the sashes have been 
slightly opened. 
Another object of the invention is the pro 

vision of a fastener in which the sashes, 
when partially opened, will be locked to 
prevent the intrusion of burglars or thieves, 
the device, when mounted in operative posi 
tion, will be securely locked to one of the 
Sashes, thus making it impossible to remove 
the same by a malicious person, and at the 
same time making it impossible for the win 
dow to be further opened to afford an en 
trance through the window. 
A further object of the invention is the 

provision of a fastener which may be mount 
ed Securely upon one of the sashes of a win 
dow, SO that it will be impossible to remove 
the same from the outside of such window, 
or the Sashes may be moved to partially open 
position, thereby permitting the ventilation 
of a room, and at the same time preventing 
the Sufficient opening of the sashes to permit 
the entrance of a burglar or thief through 
the window. 
A still further object of the invention is 

the provision of a fastener of this character 
which is simple in construction, thoroughly 
reliable and efficient in its purpose, and in 
expensive in manufacture. . 
With these and other objects in view, the 

invention consists in the construction, com 
bination and arrangement of parts, as will 
be hereinafter more fully described, illus 
trated in the accompanying drawings, and 
pointed out in the claims hereunto appended. 

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a fragmen 
tary vertical sectional view through a win 
dow, showing the upper and lower sashes 
partially opened, and the device mounted in 

Operative position and constructed in ac 
Cordance with the invention. Fig. 2 is an 
edge elevation of the device removed from 
the Sashes. Fig. 3 is a top plan view there 
of showing the catch in released position. 
Fig. 4 is a side elevation thereof, the catch 
being in released position. 

Similar reference characters indicate cor 
responding parts throughout the several 
views of the drawings. 

Referring to the drawings by numerals, 5 
and 6 designate portions of upper and lower 
Sashes, respectively, the same being here 
shown in partially opened position for the 
mounting of the sash fastener, as will be 
hereinafter more fully described. 
The Sash fastener comprises a substan 

tially Z-shaped bar 7, preferably made from 
steel, although the same may be made from 
any other Suitable material possessing the 
requisite strength, the bar 7 being formed 
With an upper inturned horizontal end 8, 
and a lower outturned horizontal end 9, and 
an intermediate curvature 10 which is pref 
erably inclined to conform to the beveled 
sides of the meeting rails of the upper and 
lower Sashes, the upper end 8 being provided 
with a flattened face 11 arranged to rest on 
the top of the meeting rail of the lower sash, 
SO that the lower outturned horizontal end 
9 will be disposed in the path of movement 
of the meeting rail of the upper sash 5, 
thereby preventing the opening of either 
the upper or lower sash to its fullest extent 
in the Window. When the fastener is in 
this position, it will be seen that if an at 
tempt is made to raise the lower sash or 
lower the upper sash, the outturned end 9 of 
the fastener will strike against the meeting 
rail of the upper sash and the full force of 
any effort to move either sash in the direc 
tion stated would be exerted against the 
ends 8 and 9 of the fastener, thus compelling 
an intruder to abandon the attempt of an 
entrance through the window. 

Formed in the inturned horizontal end 8 
of the fastener is a bifurcation providing 
spaced parallel ears 12, between which is 
swingingly connected a hook-like catch 13, 
the latter being supported by means of a 
pivot pin 14, which is journaled in the said 
ears 12. The inner pivoted end of the catch 
13 is formed with a notch 15, providing an 
abutment shoulder 16, the latter being 
adapted to engage a stop lug 17 formed On 
and depending from one of the ears 12 at 
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right angles thereto, the space between the 
ears 12 being considerably greater than the 
width of the catch 13, so that the latter may 
be moved longitudinally on the pivot pin 
14, thereby enabling the shoulder 16 to be 
brought into locking engagement with the 
lug 17 to sustain the catch in a position for 
locking engagement with the meeting rail of 
the lower sash, thus preventing the possi 
bility of the removal of the fastener from 
its engaging position with the lower Sash, 
when such sashes are partially opened. In 
terposed between one side of the catch 13 
and the adjacent ear 12, and Surrounding 
the pivot pin 14, is a coiled expansion spring 
18, which automatically moves the catch 13, 
when in locking position, longitudinally 
upon the pin 14 whereby the said shoulder 
will lock with the lug 17, thus preventing 
the catch 13 from being swung to releasing 
position, until it has been shifted by a per 
son at the inner side of the window. 
Formed on the catch 13 is a finger engaging 
lip or nib 19 which permits the catch to be 
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moved longitudinally upon the pivot pin 
14, in a convenient manner against the re 
sistance of the spring 18 acting thereon for 
the release of the catch, when it is desired 
to detach the fastener from the windoW 
sash. 
To place the fastener into position be 

tween the sashes 5 and 6, the catch 13 is 
shifted to releasing position and the said 
fastener is turned edgewise, that is with the 
ends 8 and 9 extending parallel with the 
meeting rails of said sashes 5 and 6, So that 
the end 9 can be moved down between the 
meeting rails of the Sashes, it being under 
stood of course that the window sashes have 
been partially opened prior to the insertion 
of the fastener therebetween. 
From the foregoing, taken in connection 
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with the accompanying drawings, it is 
thought that the construction and operation 
of the invention will be readily understood, 
without requiring a more extended explana 
tion, and therefore the same has been 
omitted. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A Sash fastener comprising a bar en 

gaging the upper surface of the top rail of 
the lower sash and the lower surface of the 
lower rail of the upper sash, a catch pivoted 
to the upper end of the bar for swinging 
movement into locking engagement with the 
top rail of the lower sash, a coöperative lug 
and shoulder formed on the bar and catch, re 
spectively, for locking engagement with each 
other to prevent the release of the catch 
from its locking engagement with the top 
rail of the lower sash, and means acting 
upon the catch to automatically move the 
same in position, whereby the shoulder will 
engage with the lug when the catch has been 
swung to position for locking engagement 
with the top rail of the lower sash. 

2. A sash fastener comprising a bar bent 
into the shape of a Z, a hook-like catch 
swingingly connected to one end of said 
bar and adapted for locking engagement 
with the top rail of a lower sash, a shoulder 
formed on said catch, a lug formed on the 
bar and adapted for engagement with the 
shoulder to hold the catch against unlock 
ing movement, and means acting upon the 
catch to automatically shift the shoulder 
into engagement with the lug. 
In testimony whereof we affix our signa 

tures in presence of two witnesses. 
CASPER. W. LEINEN. 
HERBERT G. RITTER. 

Witnesses: 
C. N. WASHBURN, 
C. E. CHRISTENSEN. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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