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This invention relates to an improved combination 
square and spirit level adapted particularly for use by 
interior decorators, painters and paper hangers in the 
correct placement or hanging of sheets or panels of 
wall-covering and forming materials, or in painting or 
other similar decoration of room walls. 

In the hanging of wallpaper, and other similar strips 
of wall-covering material, decorators, in obtaining good 
workmanship, are faced with the problem of applying 
the strips on wall surfaces with the strips disposed in 
truly vertical order. This is done so that the wallpaper 
may be properly placed on a wall irrespective of possible 
out-of-plumb conditions of related window and door 
frames and side wall and ceiling corners. 

Also, in the proper hanging of wallpaper, it is neces 
sary to sever the paper rolls transversely to form Strips 
of desired length. In such an operation, it is important 
that the severed edges of the strip be disposed perpen 
dicularly to the selvage or leading edges of said strips. 
Similar problems or conditions are also encountered in 
the painting of room walls in securing an orderly 
arrangement or placement of designs or panels on pre 
determined surface areas of Such walls. At present, it 
is a common practice for paper hangers and painters to 
employ ordinary yardsticks as a measuring and guiding 
means in attempts to meet the practical problems or 
situations such as those above outlined, but Such rela 
tively crude devices or methods often fail in their 
intended purposes and, generally, have been inadequate 
and unsatisfactory in enabling interior decorators to 
produce high-grade work. 

Therefore, it is a leading object of the present inven 
tion to provide a combined square and spirit level de 
vice formed especially for use by interior decorators, and 
other artisians, in providing a readily employable 
measuring instrumentality for facilitating the Solution of 
the above and other technical problems incident to wall 
paper hanging and wall decorating generally. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a paper 

hanger's square having rigid blades or legs disposed in 
relatively perpendicular order, and wherein the said blades 
or legs bear permanent scale graduations, denoting inches 
and fractions thereof, along their outer linear edges. 
The invention further comprehends a square of this 

nature wherein one of the blades or legs thereof is formed 
with spaced pairs of inwardly projecting parallel guide 
members, the latter being so formed as to provide be 
tween each pair thereof a guide channel which lies in 
the plane of the blade or leg of the square upon which 
the guide members are carried. In accordance with 
the invention, the channels of these guide members are 
disposed in longitudinally aligned order and adapted for 
the reception of the Selvage edge regions of a strip of 
wallpaper placed therein, whereby to maintain the sel 
vage edge proper of the strip in extended longitudinal 
contact with the inner straight edge of the leg or blade 
of the square carrying said guide members, enabling, 
under such conditions, the other leg of the square to 
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be placed upon the paper strip to clamp and hold the 
same against an associated base surface, particularly while 
the strip is torn or severed transversely thereof through 
contact with the outer edge of the strip-clamping or 
holding leg or blade and along which latter the tearing 
or other severing of the strip takes place, thus assuring 
that the torn or severed edge of the strip will be disposed 
perpendicularly with respect to its channel-held Selvage 
edge. 
The invention further consists in providing a deco 

rator's square of the character set forth in which one of 
the channel-forming guide members is provided with an 
adjustable spirit level, whereby through the use of which 
a painter or paper hanger may draw or otherwise in 
scribe truly vertical guide lines or points and perpen 
diculars thereto on a wall surface for the proper appli 
cation of wallpaper, painted designs or the like thereto. 

For a further understanding of the invention, includ 
ing additional objects and advantages thereof, reference 
is to be had to the following description and the accorn 
panying drawing, wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a decorator's Square 
formed in accordance with the present invention; 

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary front elevational view of the 
square, illustrating the same on a somewhat larger scale 
than that disclosed in Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a horizontal sectional view taken on the 
plane indicated by the line 3-3 of Fig. 2; 

Fig. 4 is a vertical sectional view on the line 4-4 of 
Fig. 2. 

Referring more particularly to the drawings, the pres 
ent invention provides a decorator's square, which is 
indicated in its entirety by the letter S. The square con 
prises a right angular metallic or other rigid body com 
posed of a pair of integrally united blades or legs shown 
at 1 and 2. For convenience in description, the blade 
or leg may be referred to as the vertical blade or leg 
and the biade or leg 2 as the horizontal blade or leg. 
In this instance said blades or legs have their opposite 
flat surfaces 3 provided along their outer longitudinally 
extending edges 4 with linear graduations 5, represent 
ing inches and fractions thereof, or other units of linear 
leasurement. 
The vertical leg is, in the form of the invention 

illustrated, provided with longitudinally spaced pairs of 
guide members which project inwardly of the square in 
relatively parallel order. Each pair of these guide mem 
bers comprises an inner bar 6 and an outer bar 7, the 
outer bar being shorter in length than the inner bar. The 
inner bar has a flat outer surface 3 which is disposed in 
a place flush with that of the under or inner surface 
3 of the leg 1, as shown in Fig. 3, so that the square may 
be placed flatly on or against a base surface 13. The 
outer bar 7 is spaced from the inner bar 6 of each guide 
member to form therein an open-ended channel 9. These 
channels of said guide members are adapted to receive 
the Selvage edge region of a sheet or roll 28 of wallpaper 
or the like with the leading or selvage edge i of said 
roll or sheet in contact with the inner linear edge 12 of 
the vertical leg E. 
Through this construction, it will be seen that the 

square may be placed on the leading or Selvage edge 
region of a roll or sheet of wallpaper and with the inner 
surface of the blade or leg 2 bearing upon said sheet or 
roll to hold the same in a clamped position in relation 
to an associated base surface 3. When so held, the 
paper may be torn or severed transversely thereof along 
the linear line provided by the outer edge 4 of the 
horizontal leg 2, thus assuring the operator that the 
torn or severed edge of the sheet will be precisely at 
right angles to the selvage or leading edge of the sheet. 
The outer ends of the bars 6 and 7 may be beveled to 
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facilitate insertion of the paper sheet in the channels 9 
of the guide members. 

In this instance, the outer bar 7 of the upper of the 
guide members carries a spirit level 15. The casing of 
the level is formed with a depending tongue 16 which is 
apertured for the reception of a threaded stud 17 which 
projects stationarily and outwardly from the bar 7, the 
outer end of the stud being equipped with a wing nut or 
its equivalent 8, to that the operating position of the 
spirit level may be adjusted by turning movement thereof 
about the axis provided by the stud 7, and adjustment 
maintained by the tightening of the wing nut 18. This 
construction is important in ascertaining accurately the 
verticality of the leg 1 in its application to wall 
surfaces. 

In the use of my improved square, the selvage or lead 
ing side edge of a strip of wallpaper, or the like, is 
placed between the bars 6 and 7 of the guide member 
in order to occupy the channel 9. This also brings the 
Selvage edge into extended linear contact with the inner 
edge 2 of the leg or blade 1 of the square. The leg 
or blade 2 of the square is then placed on the paper 
sheet or strip and the latter is torn or otherwise severed 
along the edge i4 of the leg or blade 2 of said square, 
thus making the torn or severed edge perfectly square 
with the Selvage edge of the sheet or strip, so that all 
sheets or strips for a given room will be equally square. 
This operation is often performed with a common yard 
stick but because of the physical limitations of the stick 
with indifferent or inaccurate results. 
The spirit level on my improved square may be used 

to plumb a sheet or strip of wallpaper by drawing a cor 
rect perpendicular line of required distance from a wall 
corner and thereafter hanging a first strip of paper by 
it, an operation which is quite necessary when good work 
manship is desired. Also, by having the spirit level at 
the position shown on the square, it is possible for a 
painter to draw with a pencil or the like a perfectly 
perpendicular or horizontal quite line on a wall surface 
for work placement, or to mark a corner, or other 
position, for a paneling operation. The device of the 
present invention may also be used for other difficult to 
Square materials, such as plastic sheets, linoleum types 
of wall coverings, panels or other like materials neces 
sitating position-establishing guides. 

While I have described what I consider to be at pres 
ent a desirable practical form of my improved square, 
nevertheless it will be understood that the construction 
is subject to certain variation or modification within the 
Scope of the following claims. 

I claim: 
1. A decorator's square comprising; a rigid flatsided 

body composed of a pair of relatively perpendicularly 
extending blade members, each of said members having 
parallel longitdinally extending inner and outer edges, 
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said blade members being arranged in the same plane 
and having adjoining relatively merging ends, linear 
scale graduations contained on said blade members con 
tiguous to their outer longitudinal edges, fixed and longi 
tudinally Spaced pairs of guide members carried by one 
of said blade members and projecting laterally and in 
wardly therefrom, each pair of said guide members pro 
viding an open-ended channel in the plane of the blade 
member carrying the same, each said channel being 
adapted to receive the Selvage edge of an associated sheet 
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A. 
to maintain said edge in extended registry with the 
inner longitudinal edge of the blade member on which 
said guide members are carried. 

2. A decorator's square as defined in claim 1, and 
wherein one of the guide members is provided with a 
fulcrum, and a spirit level rockable on said fulcrum. 

3. A decorator's square as specified in claim 1, and 
wherein said guide members comprise pairs of spaced bars 
carried by one of said blade members, the said bars being 
spaced relatively to produce said channel. 

4. A decorator's square as defined in claim 1 and 
wherein said guide members comprise longitudinally 
Spaced pairs of bars mounted on one of said blade mem 
bers and projecting inwardly and laterally from the inner 
longitudinal edge of the blade member containing the 
Sarine and in parallel relation to the other of said blade 
Innenbers, each pair of said bars being relatively spaced 
to form between them a sheet-receiving channel which 
is disposed in the plane of the blade member of the 
Square carrying said bars. 

5. A decorator's square as defined in claim 1 and 
wherein said guide members comprise longitudinally 
Spaced pairs of bars mounted on one of said blade mem 
bers and projecting inwardly and laterally from the 
inner longitudinal edge of the blade member containing 
the same and in parallel relation to the other of said 
blade members, each pair of said bars being relatively 
Spaced to form between them a sheet-receiving channel 
which is disposed in the plane of the blade member of 
the Square carrying said bars, one of said bars of each 
pair of guide members being shorter in length than its 
complemental bar. 

6. A decorator's square comprising: a rigid body 
composed of a pair of relatively perpendicularly extend 
ing blade members arranged in a common plane and 
having merging ends, each of said blade members pro 
viding parallel inner and outer longitudinally extending 
edges and flat front and back parallel surfaces bearing 
linear Scale graduations, and longitudinally spaced pairs 
of inner and outer guide bars rigidly mounted on the 
front and back Surfaces of one of said blade members, 
Said bars projecting inwardly and laterally from the 
inner longitudinal edge of the blade member carrying 
the same and in parallel relation to the inner edge of 
the other of Said blade members, each adjoining pair of 
inner and outer bars being relatively spaced to form 
between the same an open-ended sheet-receiving chan 
nel, the back Surfaces of the inner bars being disposed in 
the same plane as the back surfaces of the blade mem 
bers to enable the square to be placed flatly on a planar 
base Surface, the closed end of each channel being de 
fined by the inner longitudinal edge of the blade mem 
ber carrying said bars. 
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