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This invention relates generally to packages or con 
tainers, and is especially concerned with packages for 
capsules, or pills, or like articles. 
While the package of the instant invention has been 

primarily developed and employed for use with medicinal 
capsules, and will be illustrated and described herein 
after with particular reference thereto, it is appreciated 
that the package is capable of many varied applications 
all of which are intended to be comprehended herein. 

In the packaging of medicinal capsules, such as of 
samples for distribution to doctors, it is necessary that 
the packaging afford effective moisture-vapor protection 
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for shelf life, while permitting of easy opening by the 
patient. It is also essential that each package carry cer 
tain printed matter, such as control number and expira 
tion date, as required by regulations. 

Accordingly, it is an important object of the present 
invention to provide a capsule package of the type de 
scribed which fully accomplishes these requirements, af 
fording substantial mechanical protection, as well as mois 
ture-vapor protection producing at least one-year shelf 
life. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide 
a package for capsules and the like which affords nearly 
complete visual access to the capsules without opening 
of the package, and which permits of quick and easy 
opening with minimum effort. 

It is still another object of the present invention to 
provide a package having the advantageous character 
istics mentioned in the preceding paragraphs, which is 
extremely simple in construction, economical in manufac 
ture, and which is adapted to carry permanently im 
printed the required indicia without detracting from vis 
ibility of the contents and the other advantageous fea 
tures mentioned above. 

Other objects of the present invention will become ap 
parent upon reading the following specification and re 
ferring to the accompanying drawings, which form a ma 
terial part of this disclosure. 
The invention accordingly consists in the features of 

construction, combinations of elements, and arrangements 
of parts, which will be exemplified in the construction 
hereinafter described, and of which the scope will be 
indicated by the appended claims. 

In the drawings: 
FIGURE 1 is a top plan view showing a package con 

structed in accordance with the teachings of the present 
invention; 
FIGURE 2 is a bottom plan view of the package of 

FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 3 is a transverse sectional view taken gen 

erally along the line 3-3 of FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 4 is a generally horizontal sectional view 

taken substantially along the line 4-4 of FIGURE 3; 
FIGURE 5 is a longitudinal elevational sectional view 

taken generally along the line 5-5 of FIGURE 4; and 
FIGURE 6 is a side elevational view illustrating the 

opening procedure of the instant package. 
Referring now more particularly to the drawings, and 

specifically to FIGURES 1-5 thereof, the package is there 
generally designated 10 and includes a front member 11 
and back member 12. 
The front member 11 is advantageously integrally fab 

ricated of stiff flexible, moisture-vapor-proof plastic sheet 
material, as by vacuum forming, and includes a hollow 
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dished receptacle, cup portion or pod 15 having its back 
side open and provided about the open side with an ex 
ternal peripherally extending flange 16. The dished por 
tion or receptacle 15 is externally convex and internally 
concave, and specifically configured to conformably re 
ceive a pair of capsules 17, or like articles. As received 
in the receptacle 15, the capsules 17 are disposed in ad 
jacent relation, in the illustrated embodiment being of 
elongate configuration and arranged in end-to-end adja 
cent, spaced relation. The receptacle 15 is configured 
to conformably receive the capsules 17, including up 
standing side walls 18, end walls 19, and a top Wall 20. 
The upstanding end walls 19 may be rounded conform 
able to the ends of capsules 17; and, medial regions 21. 
of the side walls 18 may be slightly indented conform 
able to the adjacent ends of the capsules and serving to 
maintain the latter in their adjacent spaced relation. 
The top wall 20 may be advantageously formed with 

any required indicia, such as the characters shown in 
FIGURE 1 and employed in conjunction with medicines 
to indicate batch control and expiration. The interior 
of the receptacle 15 is of a height approximating the 
thickness of the capsules 17; and, as the entire top mem 
ber 11 is preferably fabricated of transparent plastic, 
the capsules are substantially completely visible through 
the top member, as will appear more fully hereinafter. 
For permanence and so as not to obscure visibility of 

the contents, the transparent plastic sheet of top mem 
ber 11 may have the top wall 20 formed with markings 
embossed or impressed in the material of the top wall, 
as in vacuum forming, or the like. 
The flange 16 extends outward from the lower open 

side of the receptacle 15, peripherally thereabout, and 
is substantially flat or planar, so that the entire top mem 
ber 11 readily lends itself to vacuum-forming technique, 
as of thermoplastic or heat-sealable material. 
The back member 12 is substantially flat and extends 

entirely across the lower open side of the receptacle 15, 
being secured in facing engagement with the lower or 
underside of the flange 16, so as to define a cover sheet 
closing the open side of the receptacle. In particular, 
the back member or cover sheet 12 may include a lower 
or outer layer of paper 25, which is laminated to an inter 
mediate layer of foil 26, such as aluminum foil. On the 
inner or upper surface of the aluminum foil is preferably 
a coating of heat-sealable plastic material 27, such as poly 
ethylene, or the like. This sandwich or lamination of 
paper 25, foil 26 and thermoplastic coating 27 is initially 
substantially flat, and flexible and rupturable, as will ap 
pear presently. The inner layer or coating 27 is secured 
in facing engagement with the undersurface of flange 26, 
as by heat sealing, or the like, so that the top and bottom 
members 11 and 12 combine to define a moisture-vapor 
proof enclosure protectively containing the capsules 17. 
On the outer or under surface of the cover sheet 12, 

the paper layer 25, may be imprinted appropriate opening 
instructions, as shown in FIGURE 2, The opening pro 
cedure is further illustrated in FIGURE 6. It will there 
be observed that upon bending of the package 10 about 
an axis extending between the capsules 17, as along the 
line 29 in FIGURE 2, to swing toward each other the 
protruding receptacle portions containing respective cap 
Sules, that the capsules are displaced against the ruptur 
able cover sheet 12 and automatically tear through the 
latter. Viewed otherwise, as the receptacle 15 is dis 
posed on one side of the flange 16, and as the flange is 
bent tending to move the receptacle end portions toward 
each other, the articles contained in the receptacle are 
necessarily displaced outward through the rupturable back 
member or cover sheet 12. The capsules may be readily 
removed from the package for use. 
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From the foregoing, it is seen that the present inven 
tion provides a package for capsules and like articles 
which fully accomplishes its intended objects and is well 
adapted to meet practical conditions of manufacture, dis 
tribution and use. 
Although the present invention has been described in 

some detail by way of illustration and example for pur 
poses of clarity of understanding, it is understood that 
certain changes and modifications may be made within 
the spirit of the invention and scope of the appended 
claims. 
What is claimed is: 
5. A package for pills and like articles, said package 

comprising a receptacle having one side open configured 
and conformably receiving articles in adjacent relation, 
the receptacle walls being indented maintaining said re 
ceived articles in spaced relation, a flange extending about 
the open side of said receptacle, said receptacle and flange 
being fabricated of stiff flexible material, and a ruptur 
able cover sheet extending across the open side of said 
receptacle and secured to said flange, said flange being 
bendable at a location between said received articles to 
crush said receptacle against itself and effect displace 
ment of the articles against said cover sheet to rupture 
the latter. 

2. A package according to claim 1, said receptacle and 
flange being integral and of formable sheet plastic. 

3. A package according to claim 1, said receptacle and 
flange being integral and of moisture-vapor-proof sealable 
plastic. 

4. A package according to claim 3, said cover sheet 
being of flexible plastic-coated moisture-vapor-proof foil 
and sealed to said flange. 

5. A package for pills and like articles, said package 
comprising a single dished receptacle fabricated of stiff 
flexible sheet material configured and conformably re 
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4. 
ceiving a pair of articles in adjacent relation, said re 
ceptacle having one side open and a medial portion of 
said receptacle being reduced maintaining said received 
articles in spaced relation, a generally flat stiff flexible 
flange extending externally about the open side of said 
receptacle, and a flat cover sheet extending across the 
open side of said receptacle in closing relation therewith 
and peripherally secured in facing relation with said flange, 
said cover sheet being of flexible rupturable material, 
bending of the flange and the medial portion of said re 
ceptacle between said received articles serving to crush 
the receptacle against itself and displace the articles 
against said cover sheet to rupture the latter. 

6. A package according to claim 5, said receptacle 
and flange being integrally formed of moisture-vapor 
proof sealable sheet plastic, and said cover sheet being 
of plastic-coated moisture-vapor-proof foil and sealed to 
said flange. 

7. A package according to claim 5, said receptacle be 
ing of transparent formable sheet plastic for carrying 
embossed indicia and affording visability of said articles. 
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