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57 ABSTRACT 

An universal window treatment support device or 
holder for supporting various lengths, sizes and types of 
curtain and/or drapery material in a wide variety of 
different decorative treatment arrangements. The 
holder is an elongated, relatively thin, flat rigid element 
containing a number of openings of different sizes and 
shapes along its length and having an elongated rod of 
small cross-section extending across the lower portion 
thereof. The device is vertically mounted in front of an 
area to be decorated and looped sections of material is 
passed from the back of the holder to its front through 
one or more of the openings or looped over the elon 
gated rod after which the looped sections are fluffed out 
or draped in front of the holder to provide individual 
ized decorative treatments. The elongated rod is adapt 
able for passing through hemmed openings of flat panels 
of sheer material to provide a light filtering function. 

7 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets 
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1. 

MULTI-PURPOSE WINDOW TREATMENT 
SUPPORT DEVICE 

This is a continuation-in-part of application Ser. No. 
07/964,159, filed on Oct. 20, 1992, now U.S. Pat. No. 
5,238,044, and entitled Window Treatment Support 
Device. 

BACKGROUND 
1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates in general to fixtures 

and devices for supporting and positioning window 
curtains and draperies and in particular to a universal 
support device for supporting various lengths of curtain 
and/or drapery material or fabric in an unlimited num 
ber of different decorative treatment arrangements. 

2. The Prior Art 
Curtain and drapery fixtures, traverse rods, supports, 

ring bars and the like are known which are designed to 
support, shape, arrange and position curtains or drapes 
in an orderly and specific manner. With these prior-art 
devices, little or no variation in window treatment ap 
pearance is possible except by (i) substitution of differ 
ent-colored or different-lengthed curtains or drapes 
which would still be supported in the specific manner 
dictated by the design of the support elements, or by (ii) 
replacing the support elements with ones designed to 
create a specific but different window treatment appear 
2C6. 

Other support devices are known which will cause 
unpleated curtains or drapes to assume a pleated or 
folded position when affixed to such supports, but again 
there is little variation possible in the overall appear 
ance of the window treatment as substitute drapes will 
still appear pleated and folded drapes will still appear 
folded, even though their length or color may be 
changed. 

In these prior-art devices, it is customary to mount a 
separate support element for draperies, for valances, for 
sheers and the like, resulting in a plurality of mounting 
devices of different types and lengths all being mounted 
at the top of the area being decorated. Utilization of a 
number of mounting elements at a single area or loca 
tion is expensive, the mounting elements are crowded 
closely together, usually one in front of the other, and 
difficulty is encountered in installing and removing the 
various materials for cleaning. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention resides in an elongated rela 
tively-flat, multi-purpose window treatment support 
device and mounting means for securing the support 
device in a vertical position above and a spaced distance 
in front of a window or area to be decorated. 
The window treatment support device has a plurality 

of material-receiving apertures therein whereby a single 
length, or a number of lengths, of unhemmed or finished 
curtain or drapery material or fabric may be simply and 
easily hung, arranged and displayed in a wide variety of 
decorative arrangements without the need for clips, 
pins, hooks or catches, yet such material or fabric is 
easily removable for washing or cleaning. This is ac 
complished by passing the ends or an intermediate part 
of the fabric lengths through one or more material 
receiving apertures in the support device and then 
loosely draping or fluffing out the material to conceal 
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2 
the support device and to create any of a number of 
decorative treatment arrangements. 
By providing material-receiving apertures of differ 

ent sizes and shapes, the multi-purpose window treat 
ment support device will simultaneously support and 
display fabrics and material of different thicknesses and 
bulkiness. 
By providing material-receiving apertures with V 

shaped notches, the present invention will simulta 
neously support and display heavy fabrics as the V 
shaped notches automatically grip and hold the fabric 
against slippage which could occur with heavy fabrics 
that are not secured by clips or other retaining means. 
The multi-purpose window treatment support device 

includes a transverse element or straight rod which is 
positioned below the material-receiving apertures and 
which may be utilized to support portions of the draped 
material that has already been passed through the 
material-receiving apertures from either the front or 
back of the support device to provide additional artistic 
window treatment arrangements. These transverse ele 
ments may also be utilized to support flat panels of 
light-filtering materials such as sheers, which heretofore 
were mounted on separate rods, usually behind the 
well-known traverse rods and valance supports. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The present invention will be better understood from 
the following detailed description of several embodi 
ments of the invention when considered in connection 
with the accompanying drawings in which: 

FIG. 1 is a front elevational view of one embodiment 
of the invention shown positioned with respect to a 
window which will receive decorative treatment; 

FIG. 2, taken along lines 2-2 of FIG. 1, is a side 
elevational view of the embodiment of the invention 
disclosed in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is an enlarged front view of a portion of the 

embodiment shown in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4 is a front view of a pictorial representation of 

the window area in FIG. 1 decorated with fabric or 
drapery supported on the inventive support device; 

FIG. 5 is a side view of a pictorial representation of 
the window treatments shown in FIG. 4; 
FIG. 6 is a front view of a portion of another embodi 

ment of the invention with integrally formed support 
arms; 

FIG. 7 is a front view of a portion of still another 
embodiment of the invention showing a single row of 
material-receiving apertures; 
FIG. 8 is an enlarged front view of a further embodi 

ment of the invention showing two rows of differently 
sized and differently shaped material-receiving aper 
tures; 
FIG. 9 is a front elevational view of the support de 

vice shown in FIG. 1 with a removable transverse ele 
ment or fabric support rod; 
FIG. 10, taken along lines 10-10 of FIG. 9, is a side 

elevational view of the central support element for the 
removable fabric support rod; 

FIG. 11 is a front elevational view of the support 
device shown in FIG. 1 with a multi-element fabric 
support rod which is separable at its center; 
FIG. 12, taken along lines 12-12 of FIG. 11, is a 

perspective view of the central support element for the 
multi-element fabric support rod; 



5,392,839 
3 

FIG. 13 is a front elevational view of the support 
device shown in FIG. 1 with a fabric support rod which 
is integral with the window treatment support device; 
FIG. 14 is a perspective view of a splicing sleeve 

which has been placed on and moved into splicing posi 
tion on one section of the fabric support rod of FIG. 13 
which has been severed; and 

FIG. 15 is a perspective view of a yieldable clamp 
suitable for attachment to various sections of the sup 
port device of FIG. 1 to receive and hold removable 
fabric support rods. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL 
EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION 

Referring to the drawings, the embodiment of the 
invention shown in FIGS. 1 through 5 will now be 
described. In these drawings, like reference numerals 
will represent corresponding elements. 

It is to be noted that while the various embodiments 
are described in connection with window treatments, 
the inventive support device is equally useful in provid 
ing decorative treatments for walls, alcoves, doorways 
and the like. 
As best seen in FIGS. 1 and 2, the window treatment 

support device 10 is an elongated, relatively narrow flat 
structure and is shown mounted above and in front of 
window 20 by laterally extending mounting elements 30 
having one end secured to a supporting structure such 
as wall 21 and the other end engaging upper rail 14 to 
support and maintain support device 10 in a vertical 
position. 
While mounting element 30 is shown as a cup hook 

with the threaded end 31 screwed into wall 21, it could 
be attached to the wall by a butt plate or other securing 
means. Also, the semicircular hook end 32 could be 
V-shaped or rigidly attached to the upper rail 14 as long 
as support device 10 was mounted vertically. Still fur 
ther, the length of shank 33 of mounting element 30 is 
not critical as long as it is of sufficient length to permit 
space for the drapery material or fabric to pass between 
support device 10 and wall 21. Alternatively, device 10 
could be suspended from the ceiling or attached to 
movable floor uprights. 
As best seen in FIGS. 1 and 3, support device 10 

comprises a first series of tear-shaped material-receiving 
apertures 11 arranged in side-by-side relationship with 
each material-receiving aperture 11 having a semicircu 
lar base 18 and an opposing V-shaped notched section 
19 upwardly directed, and comprises a second series of 
similarly shaped material-receiving apertures 12 ar 
ranged in side-by-side relationship with each material 
receiving aperture 12 having a semicircular base 18A 
and opposing V-shaped notched section 19A down 
wardly directed. A similarly shaped corner material 
receiving aperture 13 with its V-shaped notched section 
directed upwardly is located at each end of the series of 
material-receiving apertures 11. The upper and lower 
peripheries of the flat support device 10 are bounded by 
respective upper and lower rails or strengthening struc 
tures 14 and 15. 

It is to be noted that the rails 14 and 15 and the walls 
defining material-receiving apertures 11, 12 and 13 are 
rigidly constructed and secured together to prevent any 
movement therebetween. Also, while these rails and 
walls are shown in FIG. 3 with a circular cross-section, 
the entire device 10 when viewed from either end has a 
rectangular cross section. However, it is to be noted 
that the rails and walls in FIG. 3 could have square or 
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4 
rectangular cross-sectional shapes as shown in FIGS. 6 
through 8 without departing from the spirit and scope 
of the invention. Also, while support device 10 is illus 
trated as having twenty five material-receiving aper 
tures, the number and sizes of material-receiving aper 
tures could be increased or decreased to fit various sized 
areas which might be selected to receive decorative 
treatment. 
The openings 17 formed from the abutment of the 

walls of material-receiving apertures 12 with the upper 
rail 14 provide a suitable space for the semicircular 
hook end 32 of mounting element 30 to engage and 
mount support device 10 in a vertical position. When 
heavy drapery fabric or material is used, additional 
mounting elements 30 may be used to engage upper rail 
14 intermediate its ends to prevent any possible distor 
tion of support element 10 from the weight of the fabric. 

Referring now to FIGS. 4 and 5, a brief description 
will be given of one example of the use of the inventive 
device for decorative treatment of the window shown 
in FIG. 1. 

In the particular treatment being described, the 
length of the fabric 40 to be used is generally deter 
mined by adding the lengths of the two sides and top of 
the treatment being planned, plus approximately one 
foot for each material-receiving aperture 11 or 12 that 
will be used, plus approximately one yard for each cor 
ner of the window treatment. The decorator will main 
tain the middle of the selected length of material in the 
center of support device 10 and will pass one foot of 
looped material from the back of device 10 to the front 
thereof through an end material-receiving aperture 12 
and then pass one yard of looped material through the 
adjacent corner material-receiving aperture 13. The 
remaining material on the half-length that is being ar 
ranged will hang or drape in folds 43 or puddle on the 
floor. The other half-length of the material 40 is simi 
larly looped through the other end material-receiving 
aperture 12 and corner material-receiving aperture 13. 
The material looped through material-receiving aper 
tures 12 is billowed out to form ruffle 41 and the mate 
rial looped through material-receiving apertures 13 is 
arranged in the form of draped sleeves 42. Finally, 
slight adjustments are made to provide symmetry be 
tween both sides of the decorative treatment. 

Decorative material may be passed through the 
material-receiving apertures while the support device 
10 is vertically mounted but many users prefer to do 
most of the decorative arrangements while the support 
device is flat on a work table, for example. 

It is to be noted that the material looped through any 
of the material-receiving apertures may be again looped 
and passed between rail 115 and the fabric support rod 
150 shown in FIG.9, or passed between rail 215 and the 
fabric support rod 270 shown in FIG. 11, or passed 
between rail 305 and the fabric support rod 370 shown 
in FIG. 13. This material looping over the fabric sup 
port rods in addition to being passed through the 
material-receiving apertures permits numerous unique 
decorative treatments by creating double draped 
sleeves, for example. 
While two or more contrasting types of fabric can be 

used, only one type of fabric is illustrated and while 
numerous of the other material-receiving apertures 11 
and 12 can be used to support the fabric, only the corner 
material-receiving apertures 13 and immediately adja 
cent material-receiving apertures 12 are used in the 
FIG. 4 and FIG. 5 pictorial representation. However, it 
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can be seen that an unlimited number of decorative 
treatments can be created by using different ones of the 
material-receiving apertures, with or without utilizing 
the fabric support rods, and by arranging the looped 
material in different lengths and forms. 

Referring now to FIG. 6 of the drawings, the em 
bodiment there disclosed will be described. 
The window treatment support device 60 differs from 

support device 10 of FIG. 1 in that the walls between 
adjacent material-receiving apertures of support device 
60 are of a rectangularly-shaped cross-sectional config 
uration and in that the mounting bracket 66 and stabliz 
ing bracket 68 are an intergal part of the upper and 
lower rail sections 64 and 65. 
The window treatment support device 60 is mounted 

on the wall or window area by hooking notch 67 over 
a nail or screw which is appropriately secured to the 
wall. The stablizing bracket 68 aids in maintaining the 
support device in a vertical position, and if desired, the 
free end thereof may be rigidly secured to the wall. The 
material-receiving apertures 61, 62 and 63 of FIG. 6 are 
tear-shaped with a semicircular base and opposing V 
shaped notch and are arranged in side-by-side relation 
ship, all as described in connection with respective 
material-receiving apertures 11, 12 and 13 of FIG. 3. 
A support device 70, shown in FIG. 7, is specifically 

designed for window treatments using heavy or bulky 
material in that only one series of side-by-side material 
receiving apertures 72 are provided and such apertures 
have their V-shaped notches downwardly extending. 
As previously pointed out, the weight of the free ends 
of heavy or bulky fabric will tend to pull the short 
looped portions out of the material-receiving apertures. 
This problem has been overcome by providing the 
material-receiving apertures with the noted V-shaped 
notches which wedge portions of the fabric together 
and thus prevent easy retraction of the looped material 
unless it is deliberately moved out of the gripping notch. 
The longer looped length of fabric used to form sleeves 
has relatively equal weight on both sides of material 
receiving aperture 73 so that the looped fabric has little 
tendency to pull out of its captivating aperture. While 
window treatment support device 70 shows an opening 
77 for receiving, for example, a hook end such as shown 
on mounting bracket 30 of FIG. 3, it is to be understood 
that device 70 could have a mounting bracket similar to 
bracket 66 of FIG. 6. 
Some window treatments may use two or more fab 

rics with different prints, colors or weaves, or such 
window treatments may use heavy fabrics together 
with sheer fabrics. The window treatment support de 
vice 80 shown in FIG. 8 is specifically designed for 
supporting both heavy-weight and light-weight mate 
rial. As pointed out in connection with the description 
of support device 70, the loop-receiving apertures 72 
with downwardly extending V-shaped notches securely 
hold heavy fabrics in position. Thus, window treatment 
support device 80 contains a series of side-by-side loop 
receiving apertures 82 for receiving heavy or bulky 
fabrics. Support device 80 also includes a series of side 
by-side loop-receiving apertures 81 of generally circular 
configeration through which light-weight or sheer ma 
terial may be looped without the tendency of the loops 

O 

5 

20 

25 

30 

35 

45 

50 

55 

to be pulled out of their apertures as the free ends of 65 
such material does not exert much downward force. 
The circular apertures 81 encompass less area that the 
tear-shaped apertures 82 and thus less opening is visible 

6 
when a small volume of sheer fabric is passed there 
through. 
As pointed out hereinbefore, it is customary to pro 

vide separate support rods or devices for sheer fabrics 
since the support rods for sheer materials are preferably 
straight as sheer or light filtering fabrics are usually 
hung as flat panels without clusters of folds or thick 
gatherings of material. Drapery support devices or 
Valance support devices are usually designed to arrange 
materials in decorative arrangements and it is common 
for such devices to have non-linear configurations 
which are unsuitable for the flat panels of sheer materi 
als. 

Referring to FIGS. 9 through 15, a number of further 
variations of the support device of FIG. 1 to support 
both flat panels of sheer material and decorative ar 
rangements of drapery materials will now be described. 
While not shown in FIGS. 9, 11 and 13, it is to be under 
stood that the support devices 100, 200 and 300 may be 
mounted in a vertical plane by the mounting means such 
as those described in connection with FIGS. 1 through 
8. 

Support device 100 comprises a first and second se 
ries of material-receiving apertures 111 and 112 ar 
ranged in side-by-side relationship with a pair of end 
apertures 113, all as generally disclosed and described in 
connection with FIGS. 1 and 3. In FIG. 9 however, the 
semicircular base 123 of each of the end apertures 113 
has a short stub or pin 125 extending horizontally there 
from in opposing relationship to each other and parallel 
to lower rail 115. A hollow fabric support rod 150 of a 
length slightly shorter than the distance between the 
opposing sidewalls 123, is supported at its ends by studs 
125 being manually positioned into the hollow portion 
of the rod. Rod 150 is slightly flexible along is axis and 
after the hollow end is slipped over one stud 125, the 
rod is flexed or bowed intermediate its ends sufficient 
for the free end of the rod to be guided to encircle the 
other stud 125. While rod 150 is shown as a hollow tube, 
it could have a solid cross-section with openings at its 
ends. Conversely, the ends of the fabric support rods 
150 could contain projections adaptable to pass through 
corresponding openings in the sidewalls 123 of device 
100. 
As best seen in FIG. 10, rod support element 160 has 

an S-shaped configuration with the curved upper por 
tion 161 partially encircling the sidewall 118 of cen 
trally located aperture 111 and the curved lower por 
tion 162 partially encircling rod 150. The rod support 
element 160 is easily positioned over rod 150 and the 
sidewall 118 of aperture 111 by hooking the curved 
upper portion 161 over the sidewall 118, slightly flexing 
rod 150 in a direction toward bottom rail 115 and then 
hooking the curved lower portion 162 over rod 150. 

In order to install sheers or light-filtering fabric on 
support device 100, the rod 150 is flexed in the direction 
of bottom rail 115, the rod support element 160 is re 
moved from encircling relationship with rod 150, rod 
150 is then flexed intermediate its length to disengage 
one of its ends from stud 125, and the other end is then 
removed from the other stud. Once removed from sup 
port device 100, rod 150 is then fed through the 
hemmed opening of one or more panels of fabric to be 
hung. Thereafter rod 150, with the sheer panels sup 
ported thereon, is flexed sufficiently to engage the studs 
125 after which it is again flexed to permit rod support 
element 160 to be positioned to support rod 150 at its 
midpoint. 
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If an odd number of panels of sheer material is placed 
on rod 150, it may be necessary to pass the lower curved 
section 162 of support element 160 through the hemmed 
material of the center panel in order for element 160 to 
properly engage rod 150. In order to remove the panels, 5 
the support element 160 is unhooked and the rod is 
flexed and removed from the studs 125. 

Referring now to FIGS. 11 and 12 of the drawings, 
another embodiment of the invention will be described. 

In this embodiment, the semicircular base 223L of the 
end aperture 213L has a flexible rod 270 extending 
laterally therefrom toward the center of support device 
200 and similarly the semicircular base 223R of end 
aperture 213R has a flexible rod 280 extending laterally 
therefrom toward the center of support device 200, 
with the free ends of rods 270 and 280 being supported 
by the curved portion 262 of rod supporting device 260 
which is integrally formed with lower rail 215. 

In order to install sheer fabrics on support device 200, 
the free end of support rods 270 and 280 are each flexed 
upwardly and outwardly to disengage them from the 
curved portion 262 of rod supporting element 260. 
Thereafter, the hemmed openings of one or more panels 
of sheer material are passed over rod 270 and similarly 
the hemmed openings of one or more other panels of 25 
sheer material are passed over rod 280. Both rods 270 
and 280 are then flexed to again seat the end portions of 
such rods within the curved portion 262 of rod support 
element 260. The reverse procedure is followed to re 
move the sheer panels when desired. 

In FIG. 13, a support fabric rod 370 is provided 
which is parallel to lower rail 315 of support device 300 
and which extends between the semicircular base 323L 
of end aperture 313L and the semicircular base 323R of 
end aperture 313R. The ends of rod 370 are rigidly and 35 
non-removably secured to respective ones of such end 
apertures and the middle of rod 370 is rigidly and non 
removably secured to lower rail 315 by link 360. 

In order to support panels of sheer material, the rod 
370 is severed at each end near the point where it is 40 
connected to the end apertures and the free ends thereof 
are flexed to permit the passage thereover of the 
hemmed opening of panels of sheer material. After the 
sheer material is supported on rod 370, a sleeve element 
390, having an inside diameter slightly larger than the 
outside diameter of rod 370, is each passed over the 
respective free ends of the rod. The severed ends of the 
rods are then realigned and the sleeves 390 are posi 
tioned as shown in FIG. 12 to prevent the sheer panels 
from sliding off the severed ends of support rod 370. To 
remove the panels, the sleeve is moved away from the 
point of rod severance, the rod is flexed and the sleeve 
and sheer panels are removed. 
A yieldable clamp 490, such as shown in FIG. 15, 

could be attached by suitable means to the front of the 
support devices 100, 200 or 300 at the various points 
where the support rods of FIGS. 9 through 13 are at 
tached to the respective end apertures. Under such 
arrangements, the ends of support bars having sheer 
materials supported thereon could be readily snapped 
into and securely engaged by the clamps 490. 

It is to be noted that the presence of sheer or other 
material on the fabric support rod will not preclude 
material already passed through the material receiving 
apertures from being further looped over the fabric 
support rod as hereinbefore described. 
While several embodiments of the invention have 

been disclosed and described, it is to be understood that 
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8 
numerous changes may be made to the inventive device 
without departing from the scope and spirit of the in 
vention as set out in the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An area treatment support device comprising: 
an elongated non-expansible rigid member of a rect 

angular configuration having at least one flat sur 
face thereon; 

said elongated member comprising a central section 
and further comprising a pair of end sections copla 
nar with said intermediate section; 

said central section having a main row of material 
receiving apertures spaced along its length; 

each of said end sections having an auxiliary row of 
material-receiving apertures coplanar with and 
angularly disposed from said main row of material 
receiving apertures; 

each of said material-receiving apertures in said main 
row and in said auxiliary rows extending through 
said elongated member at substantially right angles 
to said flat surface; and 

mounting means for positioning and maintaining said 
rigid member a spaced distance in front of an area 
to be decorated with the flat surface of said rigid 
member lying in a vertical plane. 

2. An area treatment support device as set forth in 
claim 1, wherein said angular disposition of said auxil 
iary rows of material-receiving apertures to said main 
first row is substantially a right angle. 

3. An area treatment support device as set forth in 
claim 1, wherein each of said auxiliary rows of material 
receiving apertures comprises two spaced-apart materi 
al-receiving apertures. 

4. An area treatment support device comprising: 
an elongated non-expansible rigid member of a rect 

angular configuration having at least one flat sur 
face thereon; 

said elongated member comprising end-treatment 
sections having first and second openings therein 
and further comprising upper and lower spaced 
apart rail sections extending along the length of 
said rigid member and intermediate said end-treat 
ment sections; 

a plurality of transverse elements extending between 
said rail sections and spaced along the length 
thereof defining a plurality of material-receiving 
apertures disposed between said rail sections and 
spaced along the length thereof with each said 
material-receiving aperture having a separate con 
tinuous side wall; 

each of said material-receiving apertures and said first 
and second openings extending through said elon 
gated member at substantially right angles to said 
flat surface; and 

mounting means for positioning and maintaining said 
rigid member a spaced distance in front of an area 
to be decorated with the flat surface of said rigid 
member lying in a vertical plane and with said first 
and second openings in each said end section gen 
erally disposed one above the other. 

5. An area treatment support device comprising in 
combination; 
an elongated non-expansible member of a rectangular 

configuration having at least one flat surface 
thereon; 

said elongated member comprising a central section 
having a row of a multiplicity of material-receiving 
apertures spaced along its length and further com 
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prising end-treatment sections coplanar with said 
central section and having a first and a second 
opening; 

each of said material-receiving apertures and said first 
and second openings extending through said elon 
gated member at substantially right angles to said 
flat surfaces; 

an elongated fabric support rod extending between 
said end-treatment sections and positioned a spaced 
distance from said central section and extending 
longitudinally of and parallel thereto; 

and mounting means for supporting said elongated 
member above said area to be decorated with said 
flat surface being disposed in a substantially verti 
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cal plane, with said first opening disposed generally 
above said second opening and with said support 
rod generally disposed below said first opening. 

6. An area treatment support device as set forth in 
claim 5, wherein said end-treatment sections each in 
clude means for detachably supporting said fabric sup 
port rod at its ends. 

7. An area treatment support device as set forth in 
claim 5, wherein said support rod comprises a first 
length and a second length, with one end of each length 
rigidly secured to respective end-treatment sections and 
with the other end of each said length detachably se 
cured to said central section. 
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