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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, NATHAN A. VURGASON,
a citizen of the Umted States, residing at
Lake Como,in the county of Putnam and
State of Florlda, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Metallic Seals;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertams to make and
use the same.

This invention has relation to improve-
ments in metallic seals and it consists in the
novel construction, combination and ar-
rangement of the same, all as will be herein-
aftel more fully deseribed.

The annexed drawings to which referenee
is made fully 1llust1ates my- invention, in
which—

Tigure 1, represents an envelope showing
my device applied thereto. Fig. 2, is a per-
spective view of plate “qa.” Fig. 3, isa face
viewof the plate “b.” Fig. 4, isan edge view
of the same. Fig. 5, is a face view showing
the plates attached together. Fig. 6, is an

edge view of the same, and Fig. 7 is a verti-

cal sectional view of the same.

Referring by letter to the accompanymo
drawmgs A designates the metallicseal, which
comprises two parts o and b. The portlon a
consists of a plate ¢, which- is provided with

~ prongs d formed integral therewith and bent

at right angles thereto. The portion & also
consists of a plate, but somewhat larger in size
than the plate ¢ and the same is provided
with lipsor flanges ¢ on the underside thereof
and formed integral with said plate. These
flanges or lips are formed in pairs, the same
being stamped out of said plate and are
slightly inelined toward one another for a
purpose presently explained.

It will be observed that I use with or com-
bine with the plate ¢ having the prongs, a
peculiarly eonstructed plate b and which is
more particularly designed for sealing envel-

opes and packets whereby a person is pre- |.

vented from tampering with the same, -
In sealing a letter or packet or other article

' that this dev1ce may be used with, the prongs
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of the plate @ are passed through the same,

~outwardly and then bent sufficiently in-

wardly and toward the said plate, leaving a

‘slight space between the inner face of the

bent prongs and the envelope, after which
the plate b iz Iaid upon the prongs with each
pair of lips or flanges adjacent or straddling
the prong, after which said plate b is given

a blow or pressure, thereby causing the in-

clined lips to flatten, moving toward one an-
other and passing under the prongs, the lat-
ter being held firmly between the plateb and
the envelope. It will be further seen that
insealing the envelope, the blow or pressure
causes the plateatoleavean impressionupon
a letter or contents thereof and should any
one succeed in breaking the seal and re-seal-
ing the envelope .there would be, instead of
the original impression a second impression
which would readily indicate that the envel-
ope had been tampered with..

Letters, figures or any suitable design may
be formed upon the plate ¢ if des1red which
will more readily cause an impression upon
the letter or other contents of the envelope
or packet, as the impression is made after the
envelopeisclosed, by pressure or a blow upon
the plate b, and a device as herein described
is simple in construction, durable and at the
same time cheap to manufacture.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1.In combmatlon the platea prov1ded with
the prongs bent at right angles thereto and
the flat plate b havmv the' inclined lips ar-
ranged in pairs and adapted to engage the

prongs of the plate ¢ whereby the two plates

are locked together when pressure is brought
to bear upon said plates substantially as de-
seribed.

2. In combination with the plate a having
the prongs d of the flat plated provided with
the inclined lips e arranged in pairs and
stamped out of the plate a Whereby said plate
and lips are formed integral, substantially ag
described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

NATHAN A. VURGASON.

Witnesses:

'W. E. PALMER,
D. E. DUSENBERRY.
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