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[57] ABSTRACT

A mounting bracket for an antenna to be removably
mounted on the rear view mirror support bar of a
highway truck. The bracket consists of an antenna
support element, a clamp having two jaws, one of
which is welded to the support element, and a pad-
lock. The hasp of the padlock is welded to the support
element and aligned with the jaws of clamp. The
clamp is adjustable to grip mirror support rods of dif-
ferent diameters or cross sections after which the pad-
lock is closed around the rod to prevent removal of
the bracket off of the rod.

2 Claimms, 3 Drawing Figures
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ANTENNA MOUNTING BRACKET FOR A TRUCK
CAB ’

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

In recent years many long distance professional truck
drivers have purchased personal transmitting and re-
ceiving radio sets by means of which they .communi-
cate, not only with their respective dispatchers, but also
with each other. These sets are relatively expensive and
for best operation each should have an antenna
mounted exteriorly of the driver’s cab in order that the
metal of the cab will not interfere with transmission and
reception. With the current emphasis on highway
safety more and more professional truck ‘drivers are
purchasing and utilizing radios of this type in order to
warn each other of bad highway conditions, of road ob-
structions, of traffic jams and the like.

While the radio itself usually can be left interiorly of
the cab and thus is protected from theft by locking the
cab, because the antenna is mounted exteriorly of the
cab, many such antennas have been stolen from trucks
parked in truck stops or otherwise left unattended. Al-
though the radio is much more expensive than the an-
tenna, a suitable antenna, mounting bracket and a
length of co-axial cable connecting the antenna to the
radio set, still represents a considerable loss to the indi-
vidual owner.

For these reasons, it is the principal object of the in-
stant invention to provide an antenna mounting which
will not only removably support the antenna exteriorly
of the truck cab but which also has means by which the
antenna can be locked to a structural element of the
“truck cab to discourage or make difficult, if not to pre-
vent, thievery of the antenna, its mounting bracket and
a length of the co-axial cable.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a fragmentary view in perspective of a truck
cab showing how an antenna mounting bracket em-
bodying the invention may be removably locked onto
a support rod illustrated as being one of the extension
support rods for a widely spaced rear-view mirror of
the type with which many truck tractors and wide bod-
ied trucks are equlpped

FIG. 2 is a detailed view in elevation taken from the
inward side of an antenna mounting bracket embody-
ing the invention and illustrating how an adjustable
clamp is employed for positioning the antenna on the
support rod; and

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary view in side elevation taken
from the outer side of a bracket embodying the inven-
tion and illustrating how a lock is utilized for locking
the antenna mounting bracket onto the mirror support
rod.

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

In FIG. 1 a driver’s cab generally indicated by the ref-
erence number 10 is shown fragmentarily and in per-
spective. In the case of highway tractors for large semi-
trailer type long distance trucks, or even for large
trucks which are not of the semi-trailer type, the truck
bodys are usually wider than the cabs. It is, therefore,
necessary to have a rear view mirror 11 carried by hori-
zontally extending support rods, in the illustrated case
there being four of the rods 12 mounted on the outer
side wall of the cab 10 and supporting the mirror 11 at
the outer ends. These elements are rigidly and perma-
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2

nently mounted on the cab 10 and remain in place
thereon regardless of who is driving the particular truck
or tractor.

An antenna mounting bracket embodymg the inven-
tion is generally indicated by the reference number 13
and is illustrated in FIG. 1 as being mounted upon an
upper one of the support rods 12 in order to mount a
suitable antenna 14 exteriorly of the cab 10 for best re-
ception and transmission, the antenna 14 being con-
nected to the radio set (not shown) which is located in-
teriorly of the cab 10, by a co-axial cable 15. It will be
appreciated, of course, that the support rods 12 on var-
ious trucks are not necessarily of the same diameter nor
is-it necessary that they be circular in cross-section. For
this reason an antenna mounting bracket embodying
the invention has clamp means which can be adjusted
in order to clamp the bracket 13 on support ords of
varying cross-sections and varying sizes.

The antenna mounting bracket 13, itself, comprises
an antenna support element 16, in this case a simple,
right angle metal bar of such size that the antenna 14
can be securely mounted thereon by a conventional
mounting boss 17 and the co-axial cable 15 connected
thereto by a conventional connector 18. While not es-
sential to the invention, it is also preferable that the
mounting boss 17 or connector 18, or both, be welded
or otherwise permanently fixed to the support element
16 and a weld for this purpose is generally indicated by
the reference number 19. A mounting bracket accord-
ing to the invention also has a two-part clamp, gener-
ally indicated by the reference number 20, and, in this
simple embodiment of the invention, the clamp 20 is a
toggle-type adjustable pliers having a main jaw 21 and
an adjustable jaw 22. The jaw 22 is connected by means
of a handle 23 through toggle mechanism of conven-
tional type and the spacing between the jaws 21 and 22
at which the pliers lock is adjustable by means of an ad-
justing knob 24. A clamping plier of this type is a stan-
dard commercial item, one such make being called a *
Vise Grip”. The main jaw 21 of the clamp 20 is fixedly

_connected, for example, by welding, indicated by the

reference number 25, to the support element 16. Thus
the entire antenna mounting bracket may be mounted
on the support rod 12 by opening the clamp 20, adjust-
ing its “bite”, and then closing the jaws 21 and 22
tightly around the support rod 12 in position so that the
antenna 14 is erected vertically outside of the cab 10.
The co-axial cable 15 may be led into the cab 10
through an opening left by lowering or swinging open
a conventional vent window 26, which is part of most
driver’s cabs.

The antenna mounting bracket 13 also comprises a
two-part lock generally indicated by the reference
number 27 and consisting of a case 28 and a generally
U-shaped hasp 29. In this simple embodiment of the in-
vention, the hasp 29 is welded permanently to the sup-
port element 16 by a weld generally indicated by the
reference number 30.

The lock 27, when closed, defines a loop around the
support rod 12 and is generally aligned with the space
between the jaws 21 and 22 of the clamp 20 so that
when the antenna bracket 13 is clamped onto the sup-
port rod 12 the lock 27 may be closed, thus locking the
antenna support 13 on the support rod 12. When the
driver moves to another vehicle, as is commonly done
by long distance professional truck drivers, he simply
opens the lock 27 and the clamp 20 which then enables
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him to completely remove the antenna 14 and its sup- -~ clamp, and ‘
port bracket 13 from the particular truck so that he can a pad lock having a case and a generally U-shaped
take it and the radio to the next vehicle which he is to hasp defining a loop surrounding said rod when

closed and aligned with the gripping portions of

drive.

Having described my invention, I claim: 5 said jaws, said pad lock being openable for removal

1. An antenna mounting bracket for a highway vehi- from said rods, one part of said lock being inte-
cle having a support rod attached to the exterior of the grally connected to one arm of said support ele-
vehicle, said bracket consisting of ment. C

an adjustable two-part clamp adapted to be remov- 2. An antenna mounting bracket according to claim

ably tightened on said support rod and adjustable 10 1 in which the support element is inverted L-shaped
to tightly close the jaws thereof on such rods of and the one jaw of said clamp and the hasp of said pad-
varying sizes and cross sections, lock are integrally connected, as by welding, to at least

an antenna support element having at least two legs the vertical arm of said element.
and being integrally connected to one jaw of said ¥ ox k% ok
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