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To all whom it moy concern.:

Be it known that I, ADELBERT E. PosT, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Cleve-
land, in the county of Cuyahoga and State of
Ohio, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Harness - Saddletrees, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to saddletrees, and
has for its object to provide a flexible tree

adapted for self-adjustment, whereby ease’

and comfort to the horse wearing it are fully
attained; and the invention consists in the
new consfructions and combinations of the
parts comprising the saddletree, substantially

as hereinafter described, and pointed out in |

the elaim.,

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a detached perspective view of my new flexi-
ble saddletree. Fig. 2 is a vertical section
showing the tree and portions of the other
parts, as the skirt, a running back-band, and
the jocky and terrets.

Aisthe bow of the tree, consisting of a cast-
ing having a depressed surface ¢ at the mid-
dle part, with ribs b & extending down the
sides. DBetween said ribs are provided open-
ings ¢ ¢. The front side of the bow has are-
cess for attaching a check-hook and at the

‘back aloop forattaching a crupper back-strap.

D D are leaves of spring-steel attached to
the sides of the bow, having at their lower
ends slots or openings d d. - .

E E are holes in the leaves for the attach-
ment of terrets.

I'F are flat loops attached to the under
side of the leaves D D at the sides of the
slots d .d. .

J f are small holes at the sides of the leaves
provided for attaching the leather and pad
work of the finished saddle. :

G is a continuous running back-band which
is inserted through the openings ¢ ¢ with its
middle part lying in the depression ¢ of the
bow. The ends of the band are passed

through the slots d d from the under side, so
that the ends of the band will come through
to the outside.

- H H are the skirts of the saddle, which are
attached to the upper sides of the leaves D

D and have holes over the slots d d, through
which the ends of the running back-band G
are passed, so that the ends of the band will
be on the outside of the skirts from there
down.

J J are the jockeys, which lie over the up-
per part of the skirts, their lower ends cover-
ing the openings in the skirts through which
the running back-bands pass.

T T are terrets secured in the saddletree
by nuts in the usual manner. '

I T are short stiffening-pieces of leather
fastened in the loops F F and extend down a
short distance under the skirts.

To the skirts would be attached the ordi-
nary belly-band, and to the ends of the run-
ning back-band G would be attached the thill-
straps. These parts are not shown, as they
form no part of my invention.

The advantages derived from this construc-
tion are, first, the flexibility of the tree, which
readily adapts itself to the back of the horse,
rendering the saddle comfortable and not
liable to gall or irritate; second, the adjust-
ability of the running back-band, which has
the ability to slide lengthwise in the tree,
which is desirable when a horse is running
to ease up on the thills and prevent a jerking
pull on the back of the horse; third, the abil-
ity of attaching the terrets after the saddle
is finished, enabling the user to select and at-
tach terrets as taste or desire may dictate.
This is readily done by slipping the nut in
through the openings ¢ ¢ under the top ends
of the skirts down to the holes E E, the up-
per ends of the said skirts being loose, then
the terrets put through holes in the jockeys
and skirts and screwed into-the nuts.

Having described my invention, I claim—

The flexible saddletree consisting of the
bow A, having the depression a, ribs b b,
openings ¢ ¢, spring-leaves D D, having slots
d d and the flat loops F F, constructed and
adapted fo operate substantially as described.

- ADELBERT E. POST.
Witnesses:

GEo. W. TIBBITTS,
Lewis W. FOoRrp,
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