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This invention relates to a device for guarding a pocket 
book or wallet while in the owner's pocket. It has long 
been known that pickpockets are adept at reaching into a 
man's trousers or coat pocket and pulling out a Wallet 
therefrom without exerting enough pressure against the 
person's body that he realizes that he is being robbed. It 
is a main purpose of my invention to provide a device that 
will more firmly attach the wallet to the pocket so that a 
pickpocket will have to apply enough force to extract the 
wallet that the owner is notified and becomes aware that 
he is being robbed. 

It is a further object to provide such a guard composed 
of two pieces, one attached to the pocket and the other 
to the wallet and the mere placement of the Wallet in the 
pocket causes the wallet to be drawn down with a Sub 
stantial force which must be overcome in order to with 
draw the wallet from the pocket. One of said pieces is 
a magnet and the other is a keeper preferably made of 
iron or steel. 
Another object is to provide a keeper made of thin steel 

attached to the pocket, the magnet being attached to the 
wallet and exerting a strong pull on the middle of the 
keeper so that it bends upward like a spring and Snaps 
back against the pocket when the wallet is withdrawn. 
This snap back action notifies the owner that his Wallet is 
being stolen. 
A further object is to provide readily attachable secur 

ing means for the magnet and keeper so that they can be 
readily attached in a factory where the wallet is made or 
by the owner himself at home. 

Further objects will become apparent as a description of 
my novel guard device proceeds. For a better under 
standing of the invention, reference is made to the accom 
panying drawing, in which: 
FIG. 1 shows a portion of a garment containing a pocket 

with a wallet resting therein embodying the invention, por 
tions of the pocket and wallet being shown in section; 

FIG. 2 shows the members of FIG. 1 with the Wallet 
partly withdrawn from the pocket; 
FIG. 3 shows a modified form of the invention as ap 

plied to a wallet in a pocket, portions being show in Section 
and; 
FIG. 4 is a front view of the magnet and its keeper of 

FIG. 1. 
Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, 10 indicates a fabric por 

tion of a garment which may be a man's coat or trousers 
containing a rectangular depending fabric pocket 11 hav 
having a bottom portion 12 that closes the lower end of 
the pocket. The pocket may, for example, be the inside 
one of a man's coat or a rear hip pocket of his trousers 
and has an opening 28 at its top to receive the Wallet. A 
generally rectangular wallet 13 of known type is shown 
in the pocket in FIG. 1, the wallet having a rear cover or 
flap 14 and a front cover or flap 15, the covers being con 
nected together at the bottom by a flexible end portion 16. 
Between its covers the wallet may contain money, papers, 
photographs or other items (not shown). The Wallet is 
made of thin leather, fabric, one of the modern plastics 
or other suitable material. 
A magnet 17, FIG. 4, has two flexible metal prongs 18 

attached thereto, these prongs are pushed through con 
nector 16 and bent over as shown in FIG. 1 to attach the 
magnet to the wallet. The magnet is a permanent one 
of high flux density so that it exerts a strong pull on a 
keeper brought near it. The magnet may be composed 
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2 
of high carbon alloy steel or an alloy of non-ferrous metals 
Such as Alnico. The magnet shown is cylindrical in shape 
and has an air gap 19 extending across its lower face be 
tween its separated poles 20 which are of opposite polar 
ity. Or prongs 18 may be omited and the magnet at 
tached to the wallet by a few stitches of thread (not 
shown) portions of which extend across in air gap 19 clear 
of the poles 20. Or other known type of readily detach 
able connector may be used to secure the magnet to the 
Wallet. 
The keeper 21 is composed of spring steel and may be, 

for example, 64 inch or less thick and /8 to 4 inch wide. 
Two small holes 22 are drilled through the keeper near its 
ends and two safety pins 23 pass through these holes and 
bottom 2 of the pocket to secure the keeper thereto. Or 
the keeper may be attached to the pocket by a few stitches 
of thread (not shown) that pass through holes 22 and the 
bottom of the pocket. Keeper 21 is preferably coated all 
over with a thin film of plastic or other protective coating 
that prevents it from rusting while in use. 
When the wallet is lowered into pocket 11, magnet 17 

rests on keeper 21 and the lines of magnetic flux circulat 
ing through magnet and keeper pull the keeper firmly 
against poles 20. If a pickpocket grasps the top of wallet 
13 and pulls it up, the pull of the magnet on the middle 
portion of keeper 21 causes the spring to bend and its 
middle portion to be drawn up as shown in FIG. 2. Fur 
ther pulling up of the wallet causes the magnet to pull 
away from the keeper and the middle portion of the keep 
er to Snap back against the bottom of the pocket thus 
warning the owner that his wallet is being stolen. In 
case the fabric of which pocket 1 is made is so flexible 
that its bottom 12 tends to move up with keeper 21, this 
can be prevented by a few stitches of thread 24 (FIG. 2) 
passing through bottom 12 near its ends and garment 10. 

It will be noted that the magnet and keeper serve to 
hold the wallet in a man's trousers pocket when he bends 
or stoops over when it might otherwise drop out and be 
lost. Also instead of pocket 11 being in a garment, it 
may be one inside a lady's handbag in which case numeral 
10 denotes a portion of the bag. 

In the species shown in FIG. 3, the construction of 
wallet 13 and pocket 11 are the same as above described 
and the parts are designated by the same reference nu 
merals. Permanent magnet 25 is a long rectangular bar 
of high flux density with a north pole at one end and a 
South pole at the other. It has a pair of bent over prongs 
18 at each end that attach it to flexible connector 16 of the 
wallet. Keeper 26 is a body of powdered soft iron con 
tained in a thin tube 27 of the shape shown. The ex 
treme ends of the tube contain no iron but form end 
closures, a pair of safety pins 23 passing through the ends 
and bottom 12 of the pocket to secure the keeper in 
place. Tube 27 may be made of any of the known plastics 
that provide a thin flexible non-porous strong wall so that 
moisture or perspiration does not enter the tube and 
cause the iron particles to rust. The soft iron particles 
being in intimate contact with each other, provide a mag 
netic path of high permeability to the lines of flux emanat 
ing from magnet 25. When the wallet is in a trouser's 
pocket and the wearer is seated, pocket 11 bends in ac 
cordance with the pressure against it of the adjacent flesh 
and keeper 26 can also bend correspondingly so that it 
does not apply a large concentrated pressure to the flesh 
which might be painful to the wearer. 

If a pickpocket grasps the top of the wallet and pulls 
upward to extract it, magnet 25 exerts a large upward 
pull on keeper 26 which is communicated to pocket 11 
and notifies the owner that his wallet is being taken. If 
the material of pocket 11 is very thin and flexible, a few 
stitches (not shown) like stitches 24 of FIG. 2 may be 



3,144,894 
3. 

passed through each end of bottom 2 of the pocket and 
garment 10 to keep the bottom from moving up along 
with magnet 25 as the wallet is being raised. 
The magnet 17 and keeper 21 as shown in FIG. 4 may 

be packaged together and sold as a unit in retail stores. 
The buyer can then attach the parts in the manner above 
described in his home to any wallet and pocket he desires. 
This unit provides him with an inexpensive means for 
guarding his wallet against theft and loss. 

Having described my invention, what I claim as new and 
useful and desire to secure by Letters Patent is: 

1. Guard means for holding a generally rectangular 
wallet in a person's pocket, comprising: a small magnet 
of high flux density and having a width much less than 
the width of said wallet; fastening means attached to 
said magnet and passing through the bottom of said wallet 
near its center to retain the top of said magnet continually 
in contact with the bottom of the wallet; a narrow spring 
of high magnetic permeability extending under said wallet 
and magnet, the middle portion only of said spring con 
tacting the poles of said magnet; and fasteners attaching 
the ends only of said spring to the bottom of said pocket 
and keeping said ends in continual contact therewith 
whereby in response to limited upward movement of said 
wallet and magnet, the middle portion of said spring is 
bent upward and in response to further upward movement 
of said wallet the poles of said magnet leave said spring 
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and the middle portion of the spring snaps down against 
the bottom of said pocket. 

2. Guard means as claimed in claim 1, in which the 
ends of said spring have two holes therethrough and said 
fasteners consist of two readily detachable members pass 
ing through said holes and the bottom of the pocket. 

3. Guard means for holding a generally rectangular 
Wallet in a person's garment pocket, comprising: a perma 
nent magnet of high flux density; a plurality of spaced 
apart fasteners constructed to retain the top face of said 
magnet continually in contact with the bottom of said 
wallet; a thin paramagnetic spring of substantial length 
disposed within said pocket directly under said magnet; 
and fasteners passing through the opposite ends of said 
spring and the bottom of said pocket, said fasteners being 
constructed to detachably connect said spring to the bot 
tom of said pocket whereby said spring is strongly at 
tracted by said magnet in response to the lowering of the 
wallet into said pocket, said magnet having two spaced 
apart depending poles adjacent the center of said spring 
whereby upward movement of said wallet and magnet 
causes the middle portion of said spring to bend upward. 
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