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This invention relates to clothespins. 
An object of the invention is to provide an 

improved clothespin of simple and economical 
construction, which is extremely easy to apply 
and which holds the clothes on the line with con 
siderable tenacity so that there is obviated the 

: dropping of clothes and consequent soiling 
thereof. . . . . . . . . . . . 
'Another object of the invention is to provide 
a clothespin having the above characteristics, 
which is more rugged and resistant to splitting 
or breakage during use, and which may not be 
easily inadvertently dismantled. 
A feature of the invention is the provision of a 

: clothespin having the above advantages, which 
While gripping the clothes firmly, operates so as 
to cause less abrasion and wear to the clothes. 
Another feature of the invention is the pro 

vision of a clothespin having a number of compo 
nents or parts So arranged that those not re 
quired to be accessible are enclosed, out of view 
and protected. -. , - - - 

These and other objects and features are at 
tained, as illustrated in the embodiment of the 
invention described herein, by a novel structure. comprising an elongate body and finger-operable 
sleeve slidably mounted thereon, one end portion 
of the latter and a side portion of the body hav 

*ing cooperable hook-shaped jaws arranged to 
clamp between them both the line and the clothes 
which are folded over the latter. The sliding of 
the sleeve on the body, to open the jaws for ap 
plying or removing the clothespin may be easily 

st accomplished entirely by the hand in which the 
pin is held, and the clamping action of the jaws 
is of a character which successfully resists open 
ing pressures due, for instance, to wind blowing 

...the clothes, or to pulling on the clothes from 
other causes. The clothespin does not rely for 
its clamping pressure upon the resiliency of a 
one-piece wooden structure which suffers cross 

1. . grain tension when in use and therefore often 
splits; instead the clamping pressure is obtained 
by use of a metal compression spring carried with 
in the body and sleeve and concealed thereby, 

- and the working stresses of the latter two parts 
are such that, even if these be made of wood there 
is no possibility of their structural failure and 
consequent breakage of the clothespin, and there 
fore no possibility of the pin failing to hold the 

... clothes to the line. 
In applying the clothespin of the present in 

3 vention to clothes on a line, the jaws of the pin 
are spread widely so that they may be placed over 

- Ithe line and fold of the clothing without rubbing, 

Claims. (CL 24-137) 
or friction. When the 

-10. 

2 
clothespin is released, the 

jaws, come together and clamp the folded cloth 
to the line without abrasion or Wear, in contra 
distinction to the Wedging type of action com 
monly employed in clothespins, where the Sur 
face of the cloth is Subjected to an abrading ac 
tion which causes unnecessary wear. 
Other features and advantages Will hereinafter 

appear. - ... 

In the accompanying drawings: 
Figure.1 is a side elevational view of the clothes 

pin of this invention, the parts being in closed or 
clamping position... 

..., Fig. 2 is a similar view but with the parts held 
5 in Open position, preparatory to applying the 

clothespin to clothes on a line. 
Fig. 3 is a longitudinal vertical section of the 

... clothespin, clamping a cloth to a clothesline, and 

20 
Fig. 4 is a transverse section on the line 4-4 

of Fig. 3. . - . 
The clothespin shown, illustrating a preferred 

... embodiment of the invention, comprises an elon 

25 

gate cylindrical body to having a longitudinal 
circular bore. extending from one end Oct. 
thereof to a point adjacent the opposite end 9b. 
The body O is provided with an elongate cut 2 
having a depth approximately equal to the radius 
of the body, so that the flat longitudinal walls 
if 2a of the cut lie substantially in a diametric 
plane of the body, as shown in Fig. 4. At one 
end of the cut 2 the body has a flat transverse 
shoulder 3, and at the other end of the cut, the 

' body is shaped to provide a hook 4 adapted to 
function as a clamping jaw. Preferably the ra 
dius of the hook 4 is approximately equal to, 
or slightly larger than that of a standard rope 
clothesline. . . 

For cooperation with the jaw 4, and for con 
...venient manipulation by the finger of a hand, 

- 40 there is provided a clamping sleeve 5 of circular 
tubular shape, closely fitting and slidable on the 
exterior of the body B. One end of the sleeve 
f5 is cut away to provide a hook-shaped jaw 5a. 
adapted to cooperate with the jaw 4 of the body 

... for clamping purposes. 
As shown in Fig. 3, the jaws 4 and 5a may be 

brought together by sliding the sleeve 5 along 
the body O, and may be made to clamp a cloth 

50. 
6 folded over a clothesline 7. 
For the purpose of providing yieldable clamp 

: ing pressures between the jaws 4 and 5a, the 
sleeve...f5 is spring-urged toward a limiting posi 
tion as shown in Fig. 1, nearest the left end b 

55 
of the body. O. To accomplish this, a helical 
compression spring 8 is located within the bore 
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lf of the body fo, one end of the spring engag 
ing a plug 9 press-fitted in the end Oa of the 
body, and the other end engaging a plunger 20 
slidable in the bore . The plunger 20 engages 
one end of a Semi-cylindrical lug or abutment 2 
located within the bore of the sleeve 5, the said 
lug being secured to the sleeve by a driven pin. 22. 
Preferably the other end 2 a. of the lug 2 f is 
concave shaped as shown to conform to the hook 
like contour of the lower end of the jaw .. 5a of 
the sleeve 5. 
Thus it will be seen that, due to the compression 

of the spring 8, the plunger 20, lug 2 f and sleeve 

5 

0. 

f5 will be continually urged toward the left end 
f Ob of the body G, bringing the jaws 4 and 15a. 
together for clamping purposes. The sleever 5 
is prevented from passing beyond the extended 
left position shown in Fig. 1 by engagement of 
the jaw 4 with the lug 2. Similarly, the sleeve 
5 is prevented from passing beyond the fully re 

tracted position shown in Fig. 2 by engagement 
of the lug 2 with the shoulder 3 of the body O 
Which forms a stop therefor. 

Preferably the exterior of the sleeve 5 is pro 
vided at the sieeve ends, with portions 5b and 
Sc of enlarged diameter to enable the fingers of 

a user's hand to readily grip the sleeve for re 
tracting the Sanne. The retracting operation may 
be conveniently carried out by the fingers of the 
hand which SupportS or holds the clothespin, in 
the following manner. The end d of the 
clotheSpin body may be placed against the palm 
of the hand, near the center. The thumb and 
forefinger of the hand may then grasp between 
them the enlarged portion 6b of the sleeve 5, 
and the latter may be moved to the retracted 
position shown in Fig. 2 by bending these fingers 
to shorten their effective length, thereby com 
pressing the spring 8, separating the jaws 4 
and 5d and enabling the clothespin to be readily 
placed in position for clamping a cloth on a line. 
Upon releasing the thumb and forefinger, the 
sleeve 5 will Snap back under the urging of the 
spring 8, causing the jaws, 4 and 5a to clamp 
the cloth 8 and line ll as shown in Fig. 3. 
Another method of conveniently retracting the 

sleeve 5 while holding the clothespin in one 
hand is to place the end fed of the body against 
the web-like junction of the thumb and forefinger, 
adjacent the palm, and grasp the enlarged por 
tion 3c of the sleeve between the thumb, fore 
and middle fingers in the manner one grasps a 
pen o' pencil. The fingers may then be flexed to 
easily and quickly retract the sleeve 5. 

If sicSixed, the exterior Surface of the Sleeve 
5 may be knurled to provide for a non-slipping 

surface. The body 3, sleeve 5, plug 19, plunger 
25 and lug 2 may be all advantageously made 
of wood. Or they may be made of suitable plastic 
imaterial, or of metal, aS desired. 
Other nethods of fastening the plug 9 and 

lug 2 to the body 3 and sleeve f 5 respectively 
may be employed. These partS may be cemented 
together, or welded, Solidered, or otherwise joined. 

Preferably the bore of the body G, at its 
innermost end Ed extends beyond the hook 
shaped end or jaw fig of the cut 2 thereby pro 
viding a recess in the jaw which facilitates its 
holding properties. - - 

When the clothespin is clamping a cloth 16 
to a clothesiine as shown in Fig. 3, a positive 
gripping action is obtained under the urging of 
the spring 8, due to the substantially complete 
encirclement of the line by the jaws. 4 and 5a. 
It will be seen that by this encirclement the like 
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4. 
lihood of the line 7 and cloth 6 slipping out of 
the grasp of the jaws is extremely remote, even 
though strong pulls are exerted on the cloth. 
Therefore, by use of the present improved clothes 
pin, there is obviated the pulling of clothes from 
the line by the wind, for example, with the con 
Sequent Soilage and necessity for rewashing or 
recleaning. 

Because of the one hand manipulation, when 
hanging; clothes on a line the cloth may be 
wrapped around the line with one hand and the 
clothespin opened and applied with the other 
hand. 
An alternative method of applying the clothes 

pin after the cloth has been wrapped around the 
line Would be to grasp the end portion led of the 
body firmly in the hand, apply the clothespin to 
the cloth and line at the point indicated by the 
numeral 23 in Fig. 1, and press the sleeve 5 
back to retracted position by pressure against 
the same by the cloth and line. It will be found 
that, by Such a procedure the cloth 6 and line 

Will Snap in between the jaws 4 and 5d and 
be Securely held thereby, all without first touch 
ing of drawing back the sleeve 5 with the fingers. 
The clothespin as thus constructed presents a 
neat and attractive appearance due to the spring 
8, plug 9, plunger 20 and lug 2 being completely 

enclosed, and this construction prevents tamper 
ing with these parts, or inadvertent interference 
With their functioning, and protects the spring 
8 from the elements and other destructive in 
strumentalities. Also, there is no possibility of 
the partS Springing out of place, to render the 
clothespin inoperative, since they are wholly con 
fined. 

Variations and modifications may be made 
Within the Scope of this invention and portions 
of the improvements may be used without others. 

I claim: 
1. A clotheSpin coin prising an elongate body 

having a cut in one side, a portion of the body 
bordering Said cut comprising a hook-shaped 
jaw; a sleeve encircling the body and siidable 
thereon, an end portion of said sleeve comprising 
a hook-shaped jaw cooperable with the jaw of 
the body for clamping clothes to a line; means 
On the body for yieldably urging the sleeve to a 
clanping position on the body wherein the jaws 
are brought together to clamp the line between 
them; and a stop on the body for limiting move 
ment of the sleeve on the body in a direction 
Separating the jaws. 

2. A clothespin comprising an elongate hollow 
body having a cut in one side, a portion of the 
body bordering Said cut comprising a hook-shaped 
jaw; a sleeve encircling the body and slidable 
thereon, an end portion of said sleeve comprising 
a hook-shaped jaw cooperable with the jaw of 
the body, each of said jaws having opposed 
clamping surfaces for clamping clothes to a line; 
means, including a compression spring carried 
Within the hollow of the body, for yieldably urg 
ing the sleeve to a clamping position on the body 
Wherein the clamping Surfaces of the jaws are 
brought together to clamp the line between said 
Surfaces; and a stop on the body for limiting 
movement of the sleeve on the body in a direction 
Separating the jaws. 

3. A clothespin comprising an elongate cylin 
drical body having a cut in one side extending 
longitudinally of the body, a portion of the latter 
at. One end of the cut comprising a hook-shaped 
jaW; a Sleeve encircling the body and slidable 
thereon, an end portion of said sleeve compris 
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ing a hook-shaped jaw cooperable with the jaw 
of the body, each of Said jaWS having a clamping 
surface for clamping clothes to a line; a lug Se 
cured to the inside of the sleeve, extending into 
the cut of the body and engaging the Walls of 
the cut for preventing rotative movement of the 
sleeve, said lug having a clamping face Opposed 
to the jaw on the body; means engaging the lug 
for yieldably urging the sleeve to a clamping po 
sition on the body wherein the lug and jaws are 
brought together to clamp the line between them, 
said lug, by engagement with an end Wall of the 
cut in the body, limiting longitudinal movement 
of the sleeve in a direction Separating the jaws. 

4. A clothespin comprising an elongate cylin 
drical longitudinally bored body having a cut in 
one side extending longitudinally of the body, a 
portion of the latter at one end of the cut com 
prising a hook-shaped jaw having a clamping Sur 
face; a sleeve encircling the body and slidable 
thereon, an end portion of Said sleeve comprising 
a hook-shaped jaw having a clamping Surface 
cooperable with the clamping surface on the jaw 
of the body for clamping clothes to a line; a lug 
secured to the inside of the sleeve, extending into 
the cut of the body and engaging the Walls of the 
cut for preventing rotative movement of the 
sleeve; a compression spring located within the 
bore of the body, applying pressure to the lug 
and yieldably urging the sleeve to a clamping posi 
tion on the body wherein the clamping Surfaces 
of the jaws are brought together to clamp the 
line between them, said lug, by engagement with 
an end wall of the cut in the body, limiting longi 
tudinal movement of the sleeve in a direction 
Separating the jaws. 

5. A clothespin comprising an elongate body 
having a cut in one side, a portion of the body 
bordering said cut comprising a hook-shaped jaw; 
a sleeve encircling the body and slidable there 
on, an end portion of Said sleeve comprising a 
hook-shaped jaw cooperable with the jaw of the 
body, each of said jaws having a clamping sur 
face for engaging and clamping clothes to a line; 
means for yieldably urging the sleeve to a clamp 
ing position on the body wherein the jaws are 
brought together; and a stop on the body for 
limiting movement of the sleeve on the body in 
in a direction separating the jaws, said sleeve, 
when in clamping position, covering and conceal 
ing the cut in the body at all points except where 
the line extends through the cut, 
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6. A clothespin comprising an elongate, cylin 

drical, longitudinally bored body having a sub 
stantially diametric cut in one side extending into 
the bore, and extending longitudinally of the 
body, a portion of the latter at one end of the 
cut comprising a hook-shaped jaw; a circular 
Sleeve encircling the body and Slidable thereon, 
an end portion of said sleeve comprising a hook 
shaped jaw cooperable with the jaw of the body, 
Said jaWS having clamping Surfaces for clamp 
ing clothes to a line; a semi-cylindrical lug 
Secured to the inside of the sleeve, extending 
into the cut and engaging the surfaces there 
of to prevent rotative movement of the 
sleeve on the body; a plunger closing the 
bore and slidable in the bore of the body for 
engaging the said lug; a plug fitted into the 
bore of the body at one end thereof; and a com 
pression Spring located in the bore of the body 
between the plug and the plunger, urging the lat 
ter and sleeve to yieldably maintain the jaws in 
clamping position, Said lug of the sleeve, by en 
gagement With an end Wall of the cut in the body, 
limiting longitudinal movement of the sleeve in 
a direction Separating the jaws. 

7. A clothespin comprising an elongate body 
having a cut in One side, a portion of the body 
bordering Said cut comprising a hook-shaped 
jaw; a clamping member including a sleeve en 
circling the body and slidable thereon, said mem 
ber having a hook-shaped clamping surface op 
posed to and cooperable with the jaw of the body 
for clamping clothes to a line, said member hav 
ing an enlarged diameter to provide a finger, 
grip; means on the body for yieldably urging 
the member to a clamping position on the body 
wherein the jaws are brought together; and a 
stop on the body for limiting movement of the 
member on the body in a direction separating the 
JaWS. 

GUSTAVE D. KUNKEI. 
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