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(57) Abstract: A baby carrier adapted for carrying a 
child either face-to face or in forward-facing position, 
comprising chest straps (1), which are arrange to extend 
around both shoulder regions of the wearer, a waist belt 
(2) connected to the chest straps, and a carrier bag (3) 
mounted on the chest straps and the waist belt and com
prising a front piece (4) which together with at least the 
chest straps (1) form a carrier pouch (5), having leg 
openings, whereby at least the lower portion of the front 
piece (4) is connected to the waist belt (2) and forms a 
first seat support (12), and the front piece (4) is at an up
per portion (7) detachably connected to respective chest 
strap (1) by a connecting device (8). A second wider seat 
support (9) is at least partially detachably arranged be
tween the waist belt (2) and a region of the front piece 
(4) at a level corresponding to the waist belt (2).
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A BABY CARRIER

Field of the invention

The present invention relates to a baby carrier adapted for 

carrying a child either face-to-face or in forward-facing 

position, comprising chest straps, which are arrange to extend 

around both shoulder regions of the wearer, a waist belt 

connected to the chest straps, and a carrier bag mounted on 

the chest straps and the waist belt comprising a front piece 

which together with at least the chest straps form a carrier 

pouch, having leg openings, whereby at least a lower portion 

of the front piece is connected to the waist belt and forms a 

first seat support, and the front piece is at an upper portion 

detachably connected to respective chest strap by a connecting 

device .

Background of the invention

Thus, the invention relates to a baby carrier of a kind which 

includes a harness of the general type comprising chest straps 

and a carrier poach mounted on the harness, which carrier 

pouch is formed of a front piece provided with leg openings or 

a part thereof and adapted to be carried on the chest side of 

a wearer.

When carrying a child on the chest side, particularly when the 

child no longer is an infant and the child starts to 

"discover" the world around himself, it is desirable to be 

able to carry the child on one hand face-to-face and on the 

other hand in forward-facing position, i.e. the child having 

its face directed from wearer.

When changing the seat position of the child in the baby 

carrier from face-to-face to the forward-facing position, for 

instance, a great change is however needed of the geometry of
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the baby carrier in the region of the pelvis of the child, 

since the effective width of the seat support of the baby 

carrier should be able to be changed between a relatively wide 

seat support, when the child is carried face-to-face, and a 

relative narrow seat support, when the child is carried in a 

forward-facing position. With a narrow seat support the child 

may easily move the legs, which is important so that the motor 

function is developed in an advantage way. This change of the 

width of the seat support should be able to be made in a fast 

and simple way with the baby carrier carried by the wearer, 

preferably even when the child is sitting in the baby carrier.

More preferably it is desirable that the seat position of the 

child in the baby carrier should be able to be changed in such 

a way that the child can be seating:

i) face-to-face with its legs placed around the waist of the 

wearer of the baby carrier, whereby a wide seat support is 

needed,

ii) face-to-face with total free movement of the legs of the 

child, whereby a relatively narrow seat support is needed, and

iii) in forward-facing position with total free movement of 

the legs of the child, whereby also in this case a relatively 

narrow seat support is needed. Thus, it is the position of the 

legs of the child which should be changed when changing the 

seat position of the child.

A further reason why the width of the seat support must be 

changed is that, when the child is sitting in forward-facing 

position, the seat support must not have such a width that it 

will force apart, part, the legs of the child, i.e. it is 

desirable to have a seat posture which is as ergonomically as 

possible for the child with correct position of the legs. If 

however the legs are forced apart of the seat support a 

pressure may arise on the inside of the legs of the child at
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5 the area of the thighs and against possible blood vessels in said area which may lead to reduced 

blood circulation in the legs. It is particularly important that the seat support is not too wide 

when carrying a heavier child.

US 6,443,339 B1 describes a baby carrier used for holding a child in both face-to-face and in 

forward-facing position and provided with a width-reducing member for reducing the width of a 

lower portion of the backrest when the child is held in the forward-facing position. The width 

reducing member is described and shown to include a string adapted to cooperate with loops, a 

belt the length of which may be adjusted or D-rings adapted to cooperate with hooks so as to 

reduce the width of the lower portion. However, the width of the lower portion of the backrest 

cannot be adjusted to such an extent which is desirable.

OBJECT OF THE INVENTION

It is the object of the present invention to substantially overcome or at least ameliorate one or 

more of the above disadvantages, or at least provide a useful alternative.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, the present invention provides a baby carrier adapted for carrying a child either 

face-to-face or in forward-facing position, the baby carrier comprising:

chest straps, which are arranged to extend around both shoulder regions of a wearer;

a waist belt connected to the chest straps; and

a carrier bag mounted on the chest straps and the waist belt and including a front piece 

which together with at least the chest straps forms a carrier pouch, having leg openings, 

whereby at least a lower portion of the front piece is connected to the waist belt and 

forms a first seat support, and the front piece is at an upper portion detachably connected to each 

respective chest strap by a connecting device,

with a second wider seat support being at least partially detachably arranged between an 

upper edge of the waist belt and a region of the front piece at a level corresponding to the waist 

belt, and

with said first seat support being fixedly attached to said upper edge of the waist belt 

such that said waist belt is arranged below said first seat support.

AH26(9773588_1):SPM
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5 The invention will now be described in more detail in the form of a non-limiting example with 

reference to the accompanying drawings, in which

Fig. 1 illustrates a baby carrier according to the invention as carried on the chest of a 

schematically shown wearer with the baby carrier shown have wide seat support,

Fig. 2 illustrates the same view as in Fig. 1 with the baby carrier shown having narrow seat 

support, and

Fig. 3 illustrates the baby carrier according to the invention as carried on the chest of a 

schematically shown wearer with the upper portion of the front piece folded downwardly.

Detailed description of preferred embodiments

Fig. 1 shows a baby carrier according to the invention comprising adjustable chest straps 1, 

which are arranged to extend around the both shoulder regions of the wearer and which on the 

backside of the wearer are connected to each other by a fitting which is adjustable along the 

length of the chest straps, an adjustable waist belt 2, and a carrier bag 3 mounted on the chest 

straps and the waist belt, the carrier

AH26(9773588_1):SPM
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bag comprises a front piece 4 and, in a preferred embodiment, 

a carrier pouch 5 provided with leg openings (Fig. 3) which 

forms a lower portion of the front piece 4, and possibly a 

chest piece 6 (Fig. 3). The front piece 4 is at an upper edge 

region 7 detachably connected to respective chest strap 1 by a 

detachable connecting device 8, whereby the upper edge region 

7 can be folded downwardly, preferably when the child is 

sitting in the baby carrier having forward-facing position or 

when the child is to be put into the baby carrier. A first end 

la of respective chest strap 1 is attached to the waist belt 2 

while a second end lb preferably is attached to an edge 

portion of the front piece 4 situated in the vertical 

direction, as seen when the carrier is worn, somewhat below 

the centre of the height of the front piece.

Regarding the expression that the chest straps 1 are arranged 

to extend around both should regions of the wearer it is to be 

understood that the chest straps either can be crossed or may 

stretch parallel to each other on the back side of the wearer, 

whereby in both cases the chest straps are connected to each 

other by a fitting which is movable along the length of the 

straps .

Furthermore, at least a lower portion of the front piece 4 is 

connected to the waist belt 2 and forms a second seat support 

9 having relatively large width for carrying a child, not 

shown, by the baby carrier. This design of the seat support 9 

is used when it is desirable to carry the child face-to-face 

and with the legs of the child positioned around the waist of 

the wearer of the baby carrier. This seat position of the 

child is preferably used for relatively small children, 

infants, and when it is desirable to observe how the baby 

feels or when the child is going to sleep. The upper edge 

region 7 of the front piece gives in this connection a good 
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head support for the child. At respective laterally separated 

side edge of the upper edge region 7 an adjusting device 30 is 

arranged, which enables the effective distance to be set 

selectively of the upper edge region 7 so as to in the best 

possible way support the child's head when it is sleeping, for 

instance .

In Fig. 2 the second wider seat support 9 is shown folded 

downwardly, whereby it can be seen that a first narrower seat 

support 12 is arranged and formed of a lower portion of the 

front piece 4 and connected to the waist belt 2, preferably at 

its upper edge. This narrower seat support 12 is used 

preferably when the child is carried face-to-face or in 

forward-facing position. In both cases the legs of the child 

have totally free movement thanks to the narrow seat support. 

Thus, the position of the legs of the child can be optimized. 

The width of the first seat support 12 can by this 

construction of the lower portion of the front piece 4 be 

shaped in a suitable way for adapting to the distance between 

the inside of the tights of the child, so that none or a very 

low pressure exists against the inside of the thighs when the 

child is sitting in the baby carrier.

The upper edge of the second seat support 9 can, as shown in 

Fig. 2, be detachably attached to a lower portion of the front 

piece 4 by e.g. a zip-fastener, Velcro®-fastener, fastenings of 

plastic or metal, buttons, hooks and eyes or by any other 

detachable fastening device, and with the lower edge of the 

second seat support fixedly connected preferably with the 

upper edge of the waist belt 2. It is obvious for the man 

skilled in the art that the upper edge of the seat support can 

be fixedly connected to a lower portion of the front piece 4 

and with the lower edge of the seat support 9 detachably 

connected to the waist belt 2 by said fastening devices, i.e. 
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the seat support 9 may at least partly be detachably arranged 

between the waist belt 2 and the lower portion of the front 

piece 4 so that either the upper or the lower edge or both 

edges of the second seat support 9 can be detachable from the 

baby carrier.

As can be seen in Figs. 1 and 2 a coupling device 10, 11 in 

the form of a loop 10, for instance, provided with one or 

several openings is adapted to be detachably connected to a 

button 11, which is provided at respective side of the baby 

carrier, preferably between a lower portion of a first end la 

and a second end lb of the chest strap 1. When connecting the 

loop 10 with the button 11 the size of the leg opening formed 

between the side edge of the first or the second seat support 

and the first and the second end la,lb of the chest strap 1 is 

reduced so as to prevent that a child unintentionally will 

slip out of the baby carrier.

In Fig. 3 the front piece 4 is shown detached by the 

connecting device 8 from the chest straps and folded 

downwardly along a line which is situated essentially at a 

level of the first and second end la,lb of the chest strap 1. 

In this state of the baby carrier the child may easily be 

lifted into and out of the baby carrier.

The front piece 4 can at respective lateral side edge, 

preferably between the upper lateral corner of the upper edge 

region 7 and above the fastening of the second end lb of the 

chest strap 1 to the front piece, be provided with a portion a 

which is preferably softer than the rest of the front piece 4. 

The reason for this is that the front piece 4 shall not rub 

against the arms of the child. In a preferred embodiment the 

first ends la of the chest straps 1 are placed on the inside 

of the chest piece 6, i.e. directed towards the child.
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In an embodiment not shown the second seat support 9 may be 

divided into two or several narrower seat supports so that 

they together form a wide seat support.

In yet another embodiment not shown the second seat support 9

5 may be fully detachable from the front piece 4 and the waist 

belt 2. By such an embodiment it is possible to change between 

supplementary seat supports 9 having different width depending 

upon the size of the child.

In still another embodiment not shown the second seat support

10 9 may be provided on the inside of the first seat support 12,

whereby this second seat support 9 can be folded or rolled up 

against the stomach, for instance, or be totally detachable.
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5 CLAIMS:

1. A baby carrier adapted for carrying a child either face-to-face or in forward-facing 

position, the baby carrier comprising:

chest straps, which are arranged to extend around both shoulder regions of a wearer;

a waist belt connected to the chest straps; and

a carrier bag mounted on the chest straps and the waist belt and including a front piece 

which together with at least the chest straps forms a carrier pouch, having leg openings, 

whereby at least a lower portion of the front piece is connected to the waist belt and 

forms a first seat support, and the front piece is at an upper portion detachably connected to each 

respective chest strap by a connecting device,

with a second wider seat support being at least partially detachably arranged between an 

upper edge of the waist belt and a region of the front piece at a level corresponding to the waist 

belt, and

with said first seat support being fixedly attached to said upper edge of the waist belt 

such that said waist belt is arranged below said first seat support.

2. The baby carrier according to claim 1, wherein the second wider seat support has 

essentially a same width over an entire length thereof.

3. The baby carrier according to claim 1, wherein the second wider seat support is arranged 

outwardly of the lower portion of the front piece forming the first seat support.

4. The baby carrier according to claim 1, wherein the second wider seat support is arranged 

inwardly of the lower portion of the front piece forming the first seat support.

5. The baby carrier according claim 1, wherein the second wider seat support is detachably 

attached to either the lower portion of the front piece or the upper edge of the waist belt by at 

least one detachable fastening device.

6. The baby carrier according to claim 1, wherein the second wider seat support is 

detachably attached to both the lower portion of the front piece and the upper edge of the waist 

belt by at least one detachable fastening device.

AH26(9773588_1):SPM
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5 7. The baby carrier according to claim 5, wherein said at least one fastening device is 

selected from the group consisting of a zip-fastener, Velcro©-fastener, fittings of plastic or 

metal, buttons, and hooks and eyes.

8. The baby carrier according to claim 1, wherein the second wider seat support includes at 

least two portions.

9. The baby carrier according to claim 6, wherein second wider seat supports having 

different widths are attachable to the baby carrier.

10. The baby carrier according to claim 1, wherein the chest straps on a backside of the 

wearer are connected to each other by fittings which are displaceable along the length of the 

chest straps.

11. A baby carrier, substantially as hereinbefore described with reference to Figs. 1 to 3 of 

the accompanying drawings.

BabyBjorn AB

Patent Attorneys for the Applicant/Nominated Person
SPRUSON & FERGUSON

AH26(9773588_1):SPM
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