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The invéntion described herein, if patented, may be
manufactured and used by or for the Government for
governmental purposes, without the payment to me of
any royalty thereon, : o

The invention relates to connected tables and more
particularly to substantially identical tables which can
be connected together to form a single large table such as
a banquet table. :

Such- tables are well known but have certain dis-
advantages. For instance, it is necessary that such tables
be capable of being used separately as individual tables.
Therefore, they must have legs or other supporting means
at each end. It follows that when connected together in
end-to-end relation two pairs of legs exist at the areas of
each joint. This provides relatively thick pedestals which
must be straddled by the unfortunate occupants who are
seated in those areas. Even if it is not necessary to
straddle the two adjacent legs, the leg room at one side
or the other of the seated diner is considerably restricted.

With the foregoing in view, it is an object of the in-
vention to provide an improved structure for connected
tables. .

A further object is to provide improved connected tables
wherein the legs or other supporting means at the con-
nected ends or joints between adjoining tables are in lateral
alignment so that they occupy the usable leg room of but
a single leg or supporting means. :

A further object is to provide improved connected tables
such as that last described wherein the supporting means
for each adjoining table includes projecting means under-
lying and supporting the other adjoining table.

Other objects and advantages reside in the particular
structure of the connected tables, the structure of the
several elements of the same, combinations and sub-com-
binations of such elements with each other and/or its
table or one or more adjoining tables, all of which will be
readily apparent to those skilled in the art upon reference
to the attached drawing which illustrates one species of
the invention and to ‘the following specification wherein
the invention is described and claimed.

In the drawing:

Figure 1 is an exploded perspective view looking from
below of three tables according to the invention, the tables
being shown separated;

Figure 2 is a plan view showing the three tables of
Figure 1 connected together;

Figure 3 is a fragmentary perspective view looking from
below and showing two tables according to the invention
connected together;

Figures 4 and 5 are enlarged, fragmentary, vertical sec-
tional views taken substantially and respectively on the
planes of the lines 4—4 and 5—5 of Figure 2.

Referring specifically to the drawing wherein like refer-
ence characters designate like parts in all views, 10 desig-
nates generally a number of tables each having a top 11
and supporting means 12 and 13 at opposite ends. In the
species illustrated as an example of the invention, the sup-

5
porting means 12 comprise a pair of laterally spaced and
aligned table legs while the supporting means 13 com-
prises a single leg disposed centrally of the end of the
table opposite to that supported by the legs 12. Thus,
the supporting means 12 at one end of the table is lateral-
ly offset relative to that 13 at the other end. Moreover,

. the supporting means 12 and 13 are so located relative to
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their table tops .11 that when such tops are in end-to-end
relation, Figures 2 and 3, the supporting means 12 and 13
at the adjoining ends are in lateral alignment so ‘that they
occupy no more usable leg room space than a single sup-
porting mieans, : :

This last is achieved by offsetting the supporting means
12°and 13 slightly beyond the ends 14 and 15 respectively:
of their table tops 11. As each supporting means is
offset beyond its table top end one half the thickness of
each supporting means, the supporting means 12 and 13
are necessarily aligned when one table top end 14 is.
aligned and abutted with a table top end 15 of an adjoin-
ing table. Moreover; it should be noted that the exposed
upper end 16 of each supporting means 12 and the ex-
posed upper end 17 of each supporting means 13 underlies
and supports the ends 14 and 15 respectively of the
abutting table tops 11. Thus, each table top 11 is sup--
ported by both supporting means 12 and 13 at both ends 14
and 15 whereby an extremely strong support is provided.

To connect the tables 10 together in the end-to-end
relation shown. and described, there has been provided .
novel latch means now to be described. The latch here
illustrated comprises a slot 18 formed in the upper surface
17 of each supporting means 13 which slots extend length-
wise of their table tops 11 and which have floors 19"
which preferably slope upwardly from the outer ends’
thereof to provide cam surfaces. The slots 18 are open :
at both ends. Each table top 11 has mounted on the -
undersurface thereof in the region of its end 14 a latch :
bolt 20 which is between the supporting means 12 and in
alignment with the slot 18. Any suitable support for the::
bolt 20 may be provided such as the laterally spaced and "
apertured ears 21 which are spanned by a laterally ex-
tending pivot pin 22 on which one end of the bolt 20 is |
freely pivoted so that it normally depends vertically there-
from as shown in full lines in Figure 1. The free end of
the bolt 20 is formed with a hook-like dog 23 which de-
pends from the bolt 20 when the latter is lifted to the
horizontal or operative position illustrated in broken lines
in Figure 1 and in full lines in Figures 2, 3, and 4 partic-
ularly the latter. When in the operative position, the -
latch bolt 20 is in alignment with the slot 18 so that when
two table top ends 14 and 15 are brought into aligned end-
to-end relation and then moved into abutting relation,
the bolt 20 enters the slot 18 with the dog 23 riding on the
upwardly sloping floor 19. Just before the ends 14 and 15
become abutting, the dog 23 clears the inner end of the
slot 18 whereby the bolt 29 drops down by gravity and the
dog 23 engages behind the supporting means 13 to readily
releasably secure the two tables 10 together. To release
the attachment, it is only necessary to engage the finger
piece 24 which projects beyond the dog 23 and manually
elevate the dog 23 until it is clear of the floor 19 of the
slot 18 and then separate the abutting tables until the
dog 23 enters the slot 18. Thereafter, the latch bolt 20
can be released and the tables separated by being pulled
apart. :

It is apparent from the foregoing that the connecfed
tables according to the invention provide a sturdy unit
when connected together and that any number may be
connected together to provide a table of any desired
length. It should be noted also, that the latch bolts 20
not only secure the tables against separation longitudinal-
ly but also prevent relative lateral movement of the ad-
joining tables. Likewise, it is apparent that U-shaped or
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‘T-shaped banquet tables can be constructed and that the
projections 16 or 17 of the supporting means will project
under and assist in the supporting of the crossing table
top 1. Of course, the tables10.may be used individually
and pprovide a sturdy support at both-ends.

:Moreover, while there has been :shown and 'described
what is now thought to be the preferred -embodiment: of
the invention, it is'understood that the same is :susceptible
of other ‘forms: and ‘expressions. Therefore, ithe :inven-
tion ‘is mot considered to be limited to the particular
structure -shown -and -described thereinabove but only as
hereinafter claimed.

I claim:

1. At Jeast two ‘connected tables, :said :tables having
opposite ends, each table having a pair of legs at one end
in laterally :spaced .relation, each table ‘having a single
leg -at the -other -end centrally :thereof, means 'readily
detachably connecting said tables .together in -end:to-end
relation, and said legs being so located that isaid :single
leg of one table is between and in -alignment with said
pair of legs of said -other table.

2. At Jeast two connected tables, said tables including
table tops having opposite ends, :each table having a pair
of legs at one end of said ‘top in laterally spaced relation
and a single leg at the otherend of said top centrally there-
of, -each leg including :an -upper end projecting slightly
beyond the related end of said table top, means ‘readily
detachably .connecting:said tables together with 'said ‘tops
abutting in end-to-end relation with said smgle leg of :one
table between and in alignment with said pair .of legs at
the other table, and said pro;ectmg upper ends of ‘said
last.mentioned legs being disposed in underlying and sup-
porting relation to said abutting ends of said table tops.

3. Connected tables according to claim 1, wherein said
single legs are each formed with an opening therethrough,
a hook latch pivotally mounted between each pair of legs,
and said hook latch of one table projecting through ‘said
opening in said single leg of the other table to provide
said smeans connecting said tables together,

4. Connected tables according to claim 2, wherein 'said
upper ends of said single legs .are each formed ‘with a
groove thereacross in .a direction longitudinally of its
table top,-a hook ldtch carried by each table top centrally
thereof and .in alignment ‘with said ‘single leg, and 'said
hook latch of one table projecting through said groove
on said single leg of the other table to provide said means
connecting said tables together.

5. At least two connected tables, said ‘tables mcludmg
table itops having opposite ends, each table having a pair
of legs at one end of said top in laterally spaced relation
and a single leg at the other end of said top centrally
thereof, each leg including projecting means ‘extending
beyond the related end of said table top, means readily
detachably connectmg said tables together with -said
tops abutting in ‘end-to-end relation with said smgle leg
of one table between and in alignment with said ‘pair ‘of
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legs -of the other table, and said projecting means-of said

last mentioned legs being disposed in underlying and
supporting relation to said abutting ends of said table
tops.

6. In a table arrangement wherein at least two tables
are disposed in end-to-end relation and including means
readily detachably connecting said tables together with
adjacent ends abutting; the improvement comprising table
supporting means at each end of each table, the supporting
means at said -abutting end of one table being laterally
offset relative to the supporting means of said abutting
end of said other table, and said supporting means of both
tables at said abutting ends being in lateral alignment.

7.. A table arrangement according to claim 6, wherein
said table supporting means for each table at said abutting
ends including projecting means underlying and supporting
the other table.

8. At least two connected tables, each table including a
table top having opposite-ends, each table having at least
one leg at each opposite end, means readily detachably
connecting said tdbles ‘together ‘with ‘adjacent table top
ends abutting, said legs at said abutting ends being laterally
offsét and in lateral alignment.

9. At least two connected tables, each table including a
table ‘top-having ‘opposite ends, ‘each ‘table ‘top ‘being sup-
ported at each 0ppos1te end by at least one table leg, said
tables ‘being disposed in longitudinal alignment ‘with ‘one
end 'of ‘one table top "abutting ‘the ‘opposite end of the
other, said legs at said abuttmg ‘ends of said table ‘tops
being laterally offset and ‘in lateral alignment, and ‘means
on each -table leg at said abutting ends of ‘said table tops
underlying ‘and supporting the table top of the ‘adjoining
table.

10. ‘A't least two connected tables, each table includinga
table .top ‘having opposite ends, each table top being sup-
ported at each ‘of said ends by at least-one table leg, said
tables being -disposed with one end of one table top ad-
joining ‘the opposite end of the other, said legs at said
adjoining ends being laterally offset, each leg being sub-
stantially straight and vertical, each leg having an upper
end portion projecting beyond the associated end of its
table'top-a distance amounting to substantially one half the
thickness of the leg whereby to bring all of said legs at
said adjoining ends into lateral alignment, and said

5 projecting upper end portions of -each of ‘said table legs

underlying and supporting the adjoining table top.
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