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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
AUGUST KURING AND GUSTAF HOFFMAN, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. 
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1,027,859. Specification of Letters Patent, 
Application filed December 4, 1911. 

Patented May 28, 1912. 
Serial No. 663,863. 

To all whom it may concern: - 
Beit known that We, AUGUST KurING and 

GUSTAIF HoFFMAN, citizens of the United 
States of America, and residents of Chicago, 
in the county of Cook, State of Illinois, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Fan Attachments for Rock 
ing-Chairs, of which the following is a 
specification. 
This invention relates to fan attachments 

for rocking chairs, and has for its object to 
provide a simple and efficient structural ar 
rangement and combination of parts where 
by a cooling current of air is forced in a 
lateral direction across the head and neck 
of the person using the chair, and by means 
of which a constant rotation of the spirally 
arranged fans, in one direction, is effected 
by the oscillatory movement of the chair in 
a simple and effective manner, all as will 
hereinafter more fully appear. 
In the accompanying drawings: Figure 1, 

is a front elevation illustrating the present 
appliance operatively connected to one of 
the rockers of an ordinary rocking chair. 
Fig. 2, is a detail side elevation of the ap 
pliance. Fig. 3, is a horizontal section on 
line a-ac, Fig. 1. Fig. 4, is a detail plan 
view of the ratchet mechanism of the fan 
shaft. Fig. 5, is a longitudinal section of 
the same on line a'-a', Fig. 4. Fig. 6 is a 
transverse section of the same on line ac'-a', 
Fig. 4. 
Similar numerals of reference indicate 

like parts in the several views. 
Referring to the drawings, 1 represents 

one of the rockers of an ordinary rocking 
chair to which the present appliance is cou 
pled to receive motion therefrom. 2 is a 
rail arranged in parallel relation to said 
rocker, and rigidly attached thereto by a 
pair of screw clamps 3, or other equivalent 
fastening means. In the present construc 
tion the clamps 3 also provide a ready and 
convenient means for the attachment to the 
rail 2 of the operating cords of the fan op 
erating ratchet mechanism hereinafter de 
scribed. - 

4 are a pair of counterpart tripod legs 
pivotally connected at the top to a bracket 
head 5, which also provides a support for 
the before mentioned fan operating mecha 
nism. 
6 is a lateral prop leg hinged to the afore 

said legs 4 intermedate their height. The 

legs 4 and 6, constitute a folding tripod ca 
pable of being folded together for shipment 
and storage, and in the present improve 
ment said tripod is arranged at one side of 
a rocking chair, with the lower ends of its 
pair of legs 4 in adjacent relation to the 
rocker 1 above described, and held in proper 
relation thereto by means as follows: 7 are 
a pair of longitudinally extending radius 
links pivoted at one end to the lower part 
of the legs 4, and at their other end to a 
bracket piece 8, secured centrally to the be 
fore described rail 2. The construction per 
mits of a free oscillation of said rail, but prevents any independent longitudinal shift 
between said rail and the tripod aforesaid. 
9 are a pair of laterally extending radius 
links, each of which is pivoted adjacent to 
an end of the aforesaid rail 2, while the 
other end of each of said links has pivotal 
connection to the lateral prop leg 6 by means 
of an eye 10 on said leg 6, and a pair 
of separated stops 11 on the link, and which 
is adapted to permit of a limited amount of 
lateral shift between the aforesaid tripod 
and the rail 2 but prevent any extent of 
independent shift which would render in 
operative the driving connection between 
the said rail. 2 and the fan operating mecha 
nism hereinafter described. 

12 is the fan carrying shaft journaled in 
a bearing sleeve 13, which in turn is jour 
naled in a bearing hub or box 14 on the 
upper side of the bracket head 5 of the tripod 
above described. - 

15 are spirally arranged fans carried on 
one end of the shaft 12 aforesaid, and adapt. 
ed in their revolution to cause a current of 
air to move transversely across the rocking 
chair in line with the head and neck of the 
person occupying the chair. 

16 and 17 are reversely arranged ratchet 
disks, keyed or otherwise secured on the 
fan shaft 12, aforesaid. 

18 and 19 are flanged operating drums 
loosely journaled on the bearing sleeve 13, 
aforesaid, and carrying reversely arranged 
pawls or dogs 20 and 21, having operative 
engagement with the ratchet disks 16 and 
17 aforesaid. Each of said drums is turned 
in one direction by the coiled springs 22 or 
23, and in the other direction by pull cords 
24 or 25, wound in reverse directions on 
said drums, and extending to opposite ends 
of the rail 2 aforesaid, and preferably at 

60 

65 

70 

75 

80 

85 

90 

95 

OO 

105 

10 

  



O 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

tached thereto by hooks 26 engaging in ori 
fices formed therefor in the screw clamps 3. 
of the rail. 2 aforesaid. 

27 are resilient rings embracing sleeve ex 
tensions of the operating drums 18 and 19, 
and having movement through frictional en 
gagement there with. Said rings are pro 
vided with tangential slotted extensions 28 
which have sliding engagement with studs 
29 on the sides of the pawls 20 and 21, and 
are adapted with the rotation of the drums 
18 and 19 in one direction to move said 
pawls into operative engagement with their 
ratchet disks 16 and 17, and with a rotation 
of said drums in the opposite direction, to 
move said pawls out of engagement with 
said ratchet disks, and so prevent the click 
ing usual to the ordinary form of spring 
pawls. 
In the operation of the present mecha 

nism, the oscillation of the rocking chair by 
the user imparts a like oscillation to the rail 
2, fixedly attached to one of the rockers of 
the chair. With the oscillation of said rail 
2, the pull cords 24 and 25 are alternately 
drawn downward to cause an alternate 
positive rotation of the drums 18 and 19 in 
one and the same direction, and said drums 
acting alternately are adapted to impart, 
through the described individual ratchet 
mechanism, a constant rotation to the fan 
carrying shaft 12, in one direction. During 
the active operative connection of one op 
erating drum with the fan shaft, the other 
drum is being turned in a reverse direction 
by a spring 22 or 23 so as to be in position 
for a like active operative connection with 
the fan shaft, in the continued cycle of op 
erations of said fan driving mechanism. 

Having thus fully described our said in 
vention what we claim as new and desire to 
secure by Letters. Patent, is: 

1. A fan attachment for locking chairs, 
comprising a raii, means for attaching said 
rail to the rocker of a rocking chair, a 
tripod arranged at the side of said rail, 
radius links pivotally connected to the rail 
and tripod and adapted to permit inde 
pendent rocking movement of said rail with 
relation to said tripod, a fan shaft mounted 
on the tripod in lateral relation to the said 
rail, spirally arranged fans on said shaft, 
and operative connections between the rail 
aforesaid and the fan shaft for imparting 
rotation to the shaft, substantially as set 
forth. 

2. A fan attachment for rocking chairs, 
comprising a rail, means for attaching said 
rail to the rocker of a rocking chair, a 
tripod arranged at the side of Said rail, 
radius links pivotally connected to the rail 
and tripod and adapted to permit inde 
pendent rocking movement of said rail with 
relation to said tripod, a fan shaft mounted 
on the tripod in lateral relation to the said 
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rail, spirally arranged fans on said shaft, a 
pair of reversed ratchet mechanisms mount 
ed on said shaft, and individual pull cords 
operatively connected to said ratchet mech 
anisms and the respective ends of said rail, 
substantially as set forth. 

3. A fan attachment for rocking chairs, 
comprising a rail, a pair of Screw clamps for 
attaching said rail to the rocker of a rock 
ing chair, a tripod arranged at the side of 
said rail, radius links pivotally connected 
to the rail and tripod and adapted to per 
mit independent rocking movement of said 
rail with relation to said tripod, a fan shaft 
mounted on the tripod in lateral relation to 
the said rail, spirally arranged fans on said 
shaft, and operative connections between the 
rail aforesaid and the fan shaft for impart 
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ing rotation to the shaft, Substantially as set 
forth. 

4. A fan attachment for rocking chairs, 
comprising a rail, means for attaching said 
rail to the rocker of a rocking chair, a tripod 
consisting of a pair of longitudinally ar 
ranged legs and a lateral prop leg pivotally 
connected to each other and adapted to fold 
together, radius links pivotally connected to 
the rail and tripod and adapted to permit 
independent rocking movement of said rail 
with relation to said tripod, a fan-shaft 
mounted on said tripod in lateral relation 
to said rail, spirally arranged fans on said 
shaft, and operative connections between the 
rail aforesaid and the fan shaft for impart 
ing rotation to the shaft, Substantially as set 
forth. 

5. A fan attachment for rocking chairs 
comprising a rail, means for attaching said 
rail to the rocker of the rocking chair, a 
tripod consisting of a pair of longitudinally 
arranged legs and a lateral prop leg. suit 
ably connected together, a pair of longitu 
dinal radius links extending between the 
middle portions of the rail aforesaid and the longitudinally arranged tripod legs, a pair 
of lateral radius links extending from the 
outer ends of said rail to the lateral prop 
leg of the tripod, a fan shaft mounted on 
the tripod in lateral relation to said rail, 
spirally arranged fans on Said shaft, and 
operative connections between the rail afore 
said and the fan shaft for imparting rota 
tion to said shaft, substantially asset forth. 

6. A fan attachment for rocking chairs 
comprising a rail, means for attaching said 
rail to the rocker of a rocking chair, a tripod 
consisting of a pair of longitudinally ar 
ranged legs and a lateral prop leg suitably 
connected together, a pair of longitudinal: 
radius links extending between the middle 
portion of the rail aforesaid and the longi 
tudinally arranged tripod legs, a pair of 
lateral radius links extending from the outer 
ends of said rail to the lateral prop leg of: 
he tripod and connected thereto by eyes on 
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the leg and separated stops on the links, a Signed at Chicago, Illinois, this 2nd day 
fan shaft mounted on the tripod in lateral of December, 1911. 
relation to said rail, spirally arranged fans AUGUST KURING. 
on said shaft, and operative connections be- GUSTAF HOFFMAN. 
tween the rail aforesaid and the fan shaft Witnesses: 
for imparting rotation to said shaft sub- RoBERT BURNs, 
stantially as set forth. HENRY MOE. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.' 


