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(54) Title: METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR OBSERVING DEFECTS
G ERADEH . RS ZRUVEOEE

[E1A]

(57) Abstract: Disclosed are a method and an apparatus for
observing defects using an SEM, wherein, in order to observe
various defects on a wafer at high speed and high sensitivity,
positional information of defects on a sample, said defects
having been optically inspected and detected by means of
other inspecting apparatus, and information ot the conditions
of the optical inspection having been performed by other in-
specting apparatus are obtained, the sample is placed on a
table for observing the defects using a SEM, said defects hav-
ing been detected by means of other inspecting apparatus,
and detection conditions for optically detecting the defects on
the sample placed on the table are set, on the basis of the thus
obtained information of the optical inspection conditions of
other inspecting apparatus. Then, a defect extracted from
among the defects on the sample placed on the table is detec-
ted on the basis of the optical detection conditions thus set,
and the on-table positional information of the thus extracted
defect is obtained, and on the basis of the thus obtained on-
table positional information of the extracted defect, the posi-
tional information of the defect having been inspected and
detected by means of other inspecting apparatus is corrected,
then, the defects on the sample placed on the table are ob-
served by the SEM using the thus corrected positional in-
formation of the defects.
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