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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
RALSTON J. READ, OF RENO, NEWADA. 

TAPEMEASURE. 

No. 841,272. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Jan. 15, 1907. 
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To all 7 whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, RALSTON J. READ, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Reno, 
in the county of Washoe and State of Ne 
vada, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Tape-Measures; and I do 
declare the following to be a full, clear, and 
exact description of the invention, such as 
will enable others skilled in the art to which 
it appertains to make and use the same. 

This invention relates to improvements in 
tape-measures, and more particularly to 
points or spurs for the outer or free ends of 
the same, whereby such ends may be fas 
tened to the objects or surfaces to be meas 
ured. 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

device of this character of simple, durable, 
and inexpensive construction which may be 
readily applied to a tape-measure of any de 
scription and which will be well adapted for 
the purpose intended. 
With the above and other objects in view 

the invention consists of certain novel fea 
tures of construction, combination, and ar 
rangement of parts, as will be hereinafter de 
scribed and claimed. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 

a perspective view of the free end of a tape 
measure, showing the application of the in 
vention thereto. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal 

Fig. 3 is a 
view of the under or inner side of the device. 
Fig. 4 is a transverse sectional view through 
the same, and Fig. 5 is a detail view of the folding point or spur. 

Referring to the drawings by numeral, 1 
denotes a portion of a tape-measure of any 
description, and 2 denotes my improved fas 
tening point or spur therefor. This device 
comprises a small metal plate or body of sub 
stantially rectangular form having upon its 
top or upper face adjacent to one end a 
curved enlargement 3, which serves as a fin 
ger or thumb rest and provides for the for 
mation of a cavity or recess 4, in which is 
mounted a folding spur or point 5. The cav 
ity 4 is in the bottom or under face of the 
body 2 and is adapted to receive the shank 6 
of the spur 5, which latter is preferably 
shaped as shown in the drawings, but which 
may be of any other suitable form and shape. 
The shank 6 is rectangular in form and pro 
vided with a transverse aperture to receive a 
transverse pivot-pin, which retains it in the 

and is adapted to engage the flat faces of the 
shank 6 to hold the spur in either its opened 
or closed position, as will be readily under 
stood upon reference to Figs. 2 and 4 of the 
drawings. Upon the under side of the inner 
end of the body or plate 2 is formed a trans 
verse offset portion or enlargement 9, which 
is recessed to provide apertured ears 10. The 
latter are adapted to receive a screw 11, 
which also passes through a loop or similar 
connection at the free end of the tape-meas 
ure 1 for the purpose of attaching the device 
to the latter. By removing the metal rings 
or loops upon the ends of the tape-measure 
now in general use the device may be readily 
applied by means of the screw 12. 
The construction, use, and advantages of 

the invention will be readily understood from 
the foregoing description, taken in connec 
tion with the accompanying drawings. 
will be seen that when the device is not in 
use the spur or point 5 is folded down upon 
the underface of the body or plate 2 and that 
when it is desired to use the measure and to 
fasten its free end upon an object or surface 
to be measured said spur is swung outwardly 
at right angles to the body, so that it may be 
readily embedded in said object or surface 
by pressing upon the finger piece or rest 3. 
The device thus dispenses with the use of 
nails and the like for holding the tape in 
place and enables one man to readily take 
any measurements desired. 

Various changes in the form, proportion, 
and the minor details of construction may be 
resorted to without departing from the prin 
ciple or sacrificing any of the advantages of 
this invention as defined by the appended 
claims. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is 

1. A tape-measure having a body secured 
to one end thereof, said body being provided 
on its outer side with an offset enlargement, 
and in its inner side with a recess extending 
into said enlargement, a spur pivotally 
mounted in said recess, and a spring coacting 
with said spur to hold the latter either in a 
closed or in an open position. 

2. A device of the character described com 
prising a body having enlargements adjacent 
to its ends on its opposite sides, one of said 
enlargements being recessed to form aper 
tured ears and the other being formed with a cavity 4. Aspring 8isprovided in this cavity cavity or recess, a foldable spur mounted in 
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said cavity or recess, and a tape-attaching 
pin passed through said apertured ears. 3. A device of the character described com 
prising a body having enlargements adjacent 
to its ends on its opposite sides, one of said 
enlargements being recessed to form aper 
tured ears and the other being formed with a 
cavity or recess, a spur having an angular 
shank pivoted in said cavity or recess, a 

Io spring to engage, said shank, a tape-measure 

having a loop upon its end and a screw 
passed through said loop and apertured ears, 
substantially as shown and described. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand in presence of two subscribing Wit- 15 
IeSSeS. 

RALSTON J. READ. 
Witnesses: 

J. K. SEAMAN, 
H. A. RILEY. 


