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This invention relates to clothesline supports or props,
and more particularly, has reference to a support of
the type stated adapted to be permanently mounted in
association with a clothesline apparatus, so as to nor-
mally hold the clotheslines of said apparatus at a se-
lected elevation, the support constituting the present in-
vention having means associated therewith whereby the
clotheslines can be lowered whenever desired for hang-
ing or removing clothes or other articles being dried.

The device constituting the present invention is par-
ticularly adapted for association with a clothesline as-
sembly of the type including parallel lines extending be-
tween elevated cross arms, and when mounted in asso-
ciation with an assembly of this type, does not interfere
in any way with the hanging, drying or removal of the
line-supported articles.

One important object of the present invention is to
provide a permanent clothesline support or prop, which
is left in place at all times for the purpose of holding the
clotheslines at a normal, high elevation, whereby to pre-
vent clothes from dragging upon the ground or other-
wise sagging to an undesirable extent.

Another object of importance is to provide a clothes-
line prop or support which will be provided with a means
whereby one can lower either of the two lines supported
thereby, for hanging or removing articles.

Still another object is to provide a support of the type
stated which will be capable of manufacture at relative-
Iy low cost, will be rugged, and will comprise a mini-
mum of parts.

Yet another object is to provide a clothesline support
which will be adjustable for the purpose of tensioning
the supported clotheslines to a selected extent,

Still another object is to provide a support as described
which will have means associated therewith adapted to
hold the clotheslines in a lowered position, said means
being adjustable longitudinally of the support for the
purpose of lowering the clotheslines to any extent desired.

Other objects will appear from the following descrip-
tion, the claim appended thereto, and from the an-
nexed drawing, in which like reference characters desig-
nate like parts throughout the single figure, which figure
is a perspective view of a clothesline assembly and an
associated prop formed in accordance with the present
invention, the full lines showing the clotheslines in their
normal, elevated positions, and the dotted lines showing
the clotheslines when one is pulled to a lowered position.

Referring to the drawing in detail, the reference nu-

meral 10 has been applied to designate vertically dis-
posed end posts of a clothesline assembly, said end posts
being formed, preferably, from tubular pipe stock or
the like and being embedded, at their lower ends, in
concrete 12.
. Formed in each end post 10, adjacent the upper end
thereof, is a transverse opening 14, receiving the mid-
length portion of a horizontally disposed, tubular cross
arm 16.
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Each of the cross arms 16 is welded or otherwise
fixedly connected at its midlength portion to the end
post 10, and to rigidify the connection of the cross arms
to their end posts; I provide angular braces 18, the
braces 18 being fixedly secured at their lower ends to
the respective end posts, and at their upper ends to the
end portions of the respective cross arms.

On one of the cross arms 16, there is provided a
pair of upwardly extending, slotted brackets 20, said
brackets 20 being fixedly secured to the ends of their
associated’ cross arm. The brackets 20 receive chains
22, connected to clothesline 24 formed of plastic, rope,
or any other suitable material.

Those ends of the clotheslines 24 remote from the
ends thereof connected to the chains 22 are provided
with rings 26 engageable over hook members 28 mounted
upon the ends of the other cross arm 16.

The construction so far illustrated and described is
generally conventional in a clothesline assembly, with
the possible exception of the means defined by the chains
22 and brackets 29, for tensioning the clotheslines. In
this connection, it will be understood that when it is de-
sired to increase the tension upon the respective clothes-
lines 24, it is merely necessary that the chains 22 be
lifted out of the slotted brackets 20, and shifted in the
direction of their own lengths, so as to engage. other se-
lected lengths of the chains in the brackets.

The clothesline support constituting the present in-
vention includes an elongated, tubular standard 3@, said
standard being preferably disposed at a location at which
it is equidistant from both end posts 10, and is positioned
medially between the respective clotheslines 24. The
standard 30, like the end posts, is preferably formed of
pipe material, and has its lower end embedded in a con-
crete base 32.

Secured in any suitable manner to the upper end of
the standard 30 is a U-shaped bracket 34, said bracket
receiving opposite ends of the shaft of an anti-friction
element 36. The anti-friction element 38, in the illus-
trated embodiment of the invention, is a rotatable pul-
ley, rotating in a plane normal to the respective clothes-
lines 24.

As will be noted the upper end of the standard 30
projects a substantial distance above the clotheslines 24,
and trained about the anti-friction element 36 is the mid-
length portion of a flexible support element 38. The
end portions of the support element 38 diverge down-
wardly, in the direction of the respective clotheslines 24,
and carried by said support element, at locations spaced
inwardly from its free ends, are hooks 49. The hooks
40 engage the clotheslines 24, at locations disposed
medially between the opposite ends of the clotheslines,
and it will thus be seen that the support element 38 will
prevent the clotheslines from sagging from their nor-
mal, elevated positions shown in full lines in the single
figure of the drawing.

The ends of the support element 33 depend freely
from the hooks 40, under normal circumstances, and are .
provided with rings 42.

Mounted upon the standard 39 is a clamp comprising
complementary clamp members 44, said clamp mem-
bers 44 being shiftable longitudinally of the standard
30 to selected positions, in each of which the clamp mem-
bers are fixedly connected by bolts, so as to tightly grip
the standard and remain in the selected positions to
which they are adjusted.

Projecting laterally and outwardly from each clamp
member 44 is a downwardly turned hook element 46,
the rings 42 being engageable with said hook elements.

It will be noted that under normal conditions, the
free ends of the support element 38 depend loosely from
the hooks 40. :



2,784,640

However, if it is desired to hang clothes, or remove
clothes or similar articles from the clotheslines 24, the
user merely grasps one or the other of the depending
ends of the support element 38, and exerts a downward
pull thereupon. This results in the hook engaged por-
tion of the selected clothesline 24 being lowered, to the
dotted line position shown in the drawing. When the
clothesline has been lowered in this manner, the selected
ring 42 is engaged with its associated hook element 46,
and the user is thus enabled to hang articles upon the
clothesline, or remove said articles, as the case may be.

After the hanging or removal of the clothesline-sup-
ported articles has been accomplished, the ring 42 is
disengaged from its hook element 46, and the clothes-
line 24 will immediately return to its elevated position.

When one of the clotheslines is pulled downwardly,
the support element 38 will, of course, shift in the direc-
tion of its own length, on the pulley 36, raising the other
clothesline the support element thus compensating for
the downward movement of the clothesline 24, as shown
in dotted lines in the drawing. Of course, both clothes-
lines 24 can be pulled downwardly at the same time,
since in these circumstances the hooks 40 will swing
inwardly toward the standard 39.

It will be seen that a clothesline support formed in
accordance with the present invention can be utilized per-
manently, in association with a generally conventional
clothesline assembly of the type illustrated. In use, the
clothesline support will normally hold the parallel clothes-
lines in elevated positions, and will prevent sagging of
said lines. At the same time, the device is so formed
as to permit either or both lines to be lowered when-
ever desired.

It is also considered to be an important character-
istic of the invention that the construction is oné that
does not interfere with the hanging, drying, or removal
of the clotheslines in any way.

It will be understood that the hooks 48 can be ad-
justed longitudinally of their associated support element
38, and secured to said support element at any desired
locations, thus to compensate for different distances
which may exist between the clotheslines 24 of one
clothesline apparatus, as compared to the clotheslines of
another apparatus.
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It is believed apparent that the invention is not neces-
sarily confined to the specific use or uses thereof de-
scribed above, since it may be utilized for any purpose
to which it may be suited. Nor is the invention to be
necessarily limited to the specific construction illustrated
and described, since said construction is only intended
to be illustrative of the principles of operation and the
means presently devised to carry out said principles, it
being considered that the invention comprehends any
minor change in construction that may be permitted with-
in the scope of the appended claim.

What is claimed is:

In a clothesline assembly of the type including spaced
parallel flexible clotheslines carried by and extending
between elevated cross arms, means for holding the in-
termediate portions of said clotheslines elevated and
against sagging, said means comprising, a standard ex-
tending upwardly between said clotheslines, a pulley
mounted on said standard for rotation above the stand-
ard about a horizontal axis which lies parallel to the
clotheslines, a flexible member extending over the pul-
ley, and connected to the clothesline intermediate op-
posite ends thereof for restraining the sag of the clothes-
lines, extensions carried by the flexible member and ex-
tending downwardly therefrom within convenient reach of
the user for exerting downward pull on a selected clothes-
line for lowering it into reach of the user, and a hook car-
ried by the standard below the pulley for engagement
by an extension and holding its respective clothesline
depressed while clothes are being attached to or re-
moved therefrom.
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