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Description

Technical field

[0001] This invention relates to a packet for tobacco
products.
[0002] Hereinafter in this description, reference is
made to tobacco products consisting of cigarettes, with-
out thereby restricting the scope of the invention.

Background art

[0003] Known in the prior art are numerous types of
cigarette packets, in particular hard packets of the kind
known as "hinge-lid", present on the market, or not yet
on the market but described and illustrated in patent doc-
uments.
[0004] These packets (known for example from
EP1250272) comprise an outer container, generally
made of paperboard or a plastic material, which forms a
box body and a lid hinged along one edge of the box
body, and which houses an inner container which ac-
commodates a group of cigarettes.
[0005] In many cases, the inner container, generally
made of a soft material, usually foil paper, is initially
closed and has an upper portion which can be torn off
and removed the first time the packet is opened in order
to take out the cigarettes inside it.
[0006] Often, the inner container applies a certain
amount of lateral compression on the group of cigarettes
inside it. Thus, when the cigarette packet is new, that is
to say, when the group of cigarettes it contains is whole,
the lateral compression applied to the group of cigarettes
may be relatively high and may make it quite difficult to
take out the first cigarette from the group of cigarettes
owing to the friction between it and the cigarettes around
it.
[0007] A further disadvantage of packets of this kind
is that the smoker has to use both hands to take out a
cigarette. In effect, the box body must be held firmly in
one hand while the other hand is used to open the lid and
to keep it open in order to take a cigarette out of the
packet.

Disclosure of the invention

[0008] This invention has for an aim to provide a packet
for tobacco products which overcomes the above men-
tioned disadvantages, which can be opened and a ciga-
rette taken out of it with one hand only, and which is at
once easy and inexpensive to make.
[0009] The technical purpose indicated and the aims
specified are achieved by a packet for tobacco products
comprising the technical features set out in the independ-
ent claim 1.

Brief description of drawings

[0010] The invention will now be described with refer-
ence to tobacco products consisting of cigarettes, but
without thereby limiting the scope of the invention, and
with reference to the accompanying drawings which il-
lustrate a non-limiting embodiment of it and in which:

- Figure 1 is a perspective view of a cigarette packet
according to the invention in a first, closed working
configuration;

- Figure 2 is a perspective view of the cigarette packet
of Figure 1, in a second, open working configuration;

- Figure 3 is a perspective view of the packet of Figure
2, with some parts cut away in order to better illus-
trate others;

- Figure 4 is a perspective view of a component of the
packet of Figure 2;

- Figure 5 is a perspective view of a detail of the com-
ponent illustrated in Figure 4;

- Figure 6 is a perspective view of another detail of
the component of Figure 4;

- Figure 7 is a perspective view of the component of
Figure 4, with some parts cut away in order to better
illustrate others;

[0011] Also another sort of packets is known from
EP1829799, which is regarded as the closest prior art
and discloses a rigid parallelepiped-shaped package for
tobacco articles having a container with a withdrawal
opening and a cup-shaped lid hinged to the container
along a hinge to rotate between an open position and a
closed position respectively opening and closing the with-
drawal opening, wherein the container and the lid are
formed by folding two respective independent, separate
blanks and wherein the lid is glued to a connecting tab
integral with a bottom end wall of the container.

- Figures 8 and 9 are plan views showing two blanks
used to make the component of Figure 4;

- Figure 10 is a plan view showing a blank used to
make a further component of the packet illustrated
in Figure 2;

- Figure 11 shows, in a perspective view and partly
assembled, the blank of Figure 10, forming the fur-
ther component of the packet illustrated in Figure 2.

Detailed description of the preferred embodiments 
of the invention

[0012] With reference to Figures 1 and 2, the numeral
1 denotes in its entirety a packet for cigarettes 2.
[0013] The packet 1 is formed from several compo-
nents and comprises an outer package 3 forming two
larger lateral walls 4, two smaller lateral walls 5, a top 6
and a bottom 7. The bottom 7 comprises a first base
portion 8 and a second base portion 9 (Figure 3) which
are connected to each other by a line of weakness per-
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pendicular to the larger lateral walls 4 and forming a hinge
line 10.
[0014] The packet 1 also comprises a first inner pack-
age 11 and a second inner package 12, both located
inside the outer package 3. Each of the inner packages
11,12 contains a respective group 13,14 of cigarettes 2.
[0015] Each group 13,14 of cigarettes 2 consists pref-
erably, as illustrated in Figure 5, of a row of cigarettes 2
parallel with each other, positioned side by side in pairs
and aligned to form a row. The cigarettes 2 might also
be positioned side by side in two or more rows and they
each comprise a pickup portion 16 which can be manually
gripped at one end 15 and an end portion 17 opposite
the pickup portion 16.
[0016] When the packet 1 is not in use, the cigarettes
2 are positioned with their axes vertical and, in particular,
in the description which follows, the term "vertical" (and
similar terms) will be used, for explanatory purposes, to
describe the position adopted by the packet 1 when it is
not in use and the cigarettes 2 inside it, are positioned
with their axes vertical and the zone where the cigarettes
2 themselves are taken out of the packet 1 is located at
the top of the packet 1 itself. The terms "upper" and "low-
er" (and like terms, such as "top" and "bottom") will also
be used to designate the corresponding portions of the
packet 1 when it is in the vertical position. As shown in
Figure 4, the first inner package 11 and the second inner
package 12 each comprise two larger lateral walls 18,
two smaller lateral walls 19, a top 20 with an opening 21
for taking out at least one cigarette 2, and a bottom 22.
Each bottom 22 of the first inner package 11 and of the
second inner package 12 is connected, respectively, to
the first base portion 8 and to the second base portion 9
of the outer package 3. Preferably, the take-out openings
21 may be initially closed by tear strips, not illustrated,
or they might also be provided with removable sealing
labels, also not illustrated.
[0017] The first inner package 11 and the second inner
package 12 are able to move about the hinge line 10
between a position in which the packet 1 (Figure 1) is
closed, in which the first and second inner packages are
superposed and substantially aligned, and a position in
which the packet 1 is opened fan-style (Figure 2), in which
the first and second inner packages are offset from each
other by a predetermined opening angle α. More precise-
ly, the opening angle α is the angle made by the directions
occupied by the first portion 8 and the second portion 9,
as shown in Figure 2.
[0018] As shown in Figures 1,2,3, the packet 1 has a
first strap 23 and a second strap 24, each of which is
connected to a respective larger lateral wall 4 of the outer
package 3 and to a respective inner package 11, 12 ad-
jacent to the opposite larger lateral wall 4 of the outer
package 3. Thus, during use, the straps 23,24 come into
contact with each other (figure 2) to form the fan-style
open position of the packet 1. Further, the first strap 23
and the second strap 24 at least partly form the top 6 of
the outer package 3.

[0019] In the closed position the top 6 of the outer pack-
age 3 covers at least the take-out opening 21 of each of
the first and second inner packages 11 and 12. In the
open position the first inner package 11 and the second
inner package 12 are partly superposed and the respec-
tive take-out openings 21 are uncovered.
[0020] As shown in Figures 3 to 7, each of the inner
packages 11,12 comprises an inner container 25, pref-
erably hard, which is housed in a linearly slidable manner
in an outer container 26, also preferably hard, made of
cardboard or the like, so it can move in both directions
with a linear movement between a retracted position (il-
lustrated in Figure 5), in which the inner container 25 is
at it lowermost position inside the outer container 26, and
a raised position or position for taking out the cigarette 2
(illustrated in Figure 7) in which the inner container 25 is
at its uppermost position inside the outer container 26
and one cigarette 2 is kept in a partly extracted position
(upwardly) from the inner container 25 itself.
[0021] The inner container 25 (Figure 5) has the shape
of a parallelepiped, with a substantially "cupped" form,
and has a lower wall 27, two parallel larger lateral walls
28,29, which are parallel and opposite to one another,
and two smaller parallel lateral walls 30,31 which are
interposed between the larger lateral walls 28,29. The
inner container 25 has an open upper end 32 which de-
fines, in the proximity of the smaller lateral wall 31, a zone
Z for taking out one cigarette 2 at a time and through
which, when the inner container 25 is in the "raised" po-
sition (whose features and purposes are described be-
low) it is possible to take out a cigarette 2 from the packet
1. As illustrated, in particular in Figure 6, the outer con-
tainer 26 also has the shape of a parallelepiped and has
a lower wall 33, an upper wall 34, two larger lateral walls
35,36 which are parallel and opposite to each other and
two smaller lateral walls 37,38.
[0022] In a zone substantially half way along the edge
39 where the lateral walls 35 and 38 of the outer container
26 meet, there is an opening 40 comprising a slot 55
made in the blank 44 (Figure 9) which makes up the outer
container 26 itself and through which a smoker can touch
a front zone 41 of the inner container 25. The shape and
size of the slot 55 are such as to allow the smoker to
apply, through the slot 55 itself, a pushing action on the
front zone 41 of the inner container 52 in such a way as
to move it vertically in both directions, making it slide
within the outer container 26 between the aforemen-
tioned retracted and raised positions. It should be noted
that in variant embodiments, not illustrated, of the packet
1, the slot 55 might be made in only one of the larger
lateral walls 35 (preferably the front one), or one of the
smaller lateral walls 38 of the outer container 26.
[0023] Preferably, the size of the opening angle α is
such that, in use, the slot 55 is completely uncovered
when the packet 1 is opened fan-style (Figure 3). In order
to facilitate the manual pushing action applied by the
smoker on the front zone 41 of the inner container 25,
the exposed surface of the front zone 41 may be provided
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with knurling, not illustrated, or other roughening feature.
[0024] The upper wall 34 of the outer container 26 has
a grip opening 42, with a substantially square shape,
which defines the above mentioned opening 21 for taking
out the cigarettes 2, as shown clearly in Figure 4.
[0025] The containers 25 and 26 of the cigarette packet
1 are obtained from corresponding blanks 43 and 44,
respectively, illustrated in Figures 8 and 9, respectively.
Each of the blanks 43 and 44 comprises a plurality of
elements, which, where possible, are denoted by primed
reference numerals which are the same as the unprimed
reference numerals denoting the corresponding ele-
ments of the respective container 25 or 26. With refer-
ence to Figure 8, the blank 43 has two longitudinal lines
of weakness 45 and two transversal lines of weakness
46 which define (from the bottom up in the figure), be-
tween the two longitudinal lines of weakness 45, a panel
28’ constituting one larger lateral wall 28, a panel 27’
constituting the lower wall 27 and a panel 29’ constituting
the other larger lateral wall 29.
[0026] The panel 28", located at the bottom in Figure
8, has a pair of side flaps 30’, 31’, left and right, respec-
tively, which constitute an inner part of the smaller lateral
walls 30, 31’, are located on opposite sides of the panel
28’ adjacent to them and are separated from the panel
28’ by the longitudinal lines of weakness 45. Similarly,
the panel 29’, located at the top in Figure 8, has a pair
of side flaps 30", 31", left and right, respectively, which
constitute an outer part of the smaller lateral walls 30,
31’, are located on opposite sides of the panel 29’ adja-
cent to them and are separated from the panel 29’ by the
longitudinal lines of weakness 45.
[0027] The panel 27’ constituting the lower wall 27, is
provided, on the part of it on the left in Figure 8, with a
line of weakness 47 which is substantially in the shape
of a "U" with concavity facing towards the left and having
two opposite long sides 48 coinciding with respective por-
tions of the two longitudinal lines of weakness 45 which
delimit two opposite sides of the panel 27’ itself.
[0028] The line of weakness 47 extends towards the
right of the panel 27’ to a distance from that end which
is just a little longer than the diameter of a cigarette 2.
The portion of the panel 27’ between the right-hand end
of the panel 27’ itself and the line of weakness 47 will
hereinafter be referred to as "supporting portion", denot-
ed by the reference numeral 47’.
[0029] With reference to Figure 9, the blank 44 has two
longitudinal lines of weakness 49 and a plurality of trans-
versal lines of weakness 50 which define (from the bottom
up in the figure), between the two longitudinal lines of
weakness 49, a panel 35’ constituting one larger lateral
wall 15, a panel 33’ constituting the bottom wall 33 and
a panel 36’ constituting the other larger lateral wall 36.
[0030] The panel 35’ has a pair of side flaps 37’ and
38’, left and right, respectively, in Figure 9, which are
located on opposite sides of the panel 35’ itself, are sep-
arated from the panel 35’ by the longitudinal lines of
weakness 49, are substantially rectangular in shape and

constitute an outer portion of the smaller lateral walls 37
and 38, respectively. Similarly, the panel 36’ has a pair
of side flaps 37" and 38", left and right, respectively, in
Figure 9, which are located on opposite sides of the panel
36’, are separated from the panel 36’ itself by the longi-
tudinal lines of weakness 49, are substantially rectangu-
lar in shape and constitute an inner portion of the smaller
lateral walls 37 and 38, respectively. The horizontal sides
of the side flaps 37’ and 38’ located at the top in Figure
9 are connected, by end portions of the transversal line
of weakness 50 which separates the panel 33’ from the
panel 35’, to two flaps 51 extending towards, and almost
touching, the flaps 37" and 38", respectively. Each of the
panels 35’ and 36’ has a horizontal side, located respec-
tively at the bottom and top in Figure 9, and connected
to a respective flap 52 located on the opposite side with
respect to the panel 33’ and separated from the respec-
tive panel 35’, 36’ by a transversal line of weakness 53.
[0031] The transversal dimension of the flaps 52 in the
direction of the transversal lines of weakness 53 is small-
er than the transversal dimension of the panels 35’ and
36’, and the flaps 52 are positioned relative to the respec-
tive panels 35’ and 36’ in such a way that they are clear
of respective lateral portions of the panels 35’ and 36’
situated on the right in Figure 9 and whose width is just
larger than the diameter of a cigarette 2. The side flap
38’ connected to the edge of the panel 35’ situated on
the right in Figure 9 is provided, at a longitudinally middle
zone of it, with a recess 54 which runs parallel to the
longitudinal direction of extension of the blank 44 and
whose depth is substantially equal to half the width of the
flap 38’ itself.
[0032] The zone of connection between the panel 36’
and the side flap 38" situated on the right in Figure 9 is
crossed at a longitudinally middle part of it, by a substan-
tially rectangular elongate slot 55 which runs parallel to
the longitudinal direction of extension of the blank 44,
whose length is substantially equal to that of the recess
54 and whose width, at the portion of it corresponding to
the side flap 38", is equal to that of the recess 54, whilst
at the portion of it situated on the panel 36’ is preferably
greater than the width of the recess 54, being substan-
tially equal to 7-10 mm.
[0033] It should be noted that in variant embodiments
of the invention not illustrated, the slot 55 might be situ-
ated at any position on the panel 36’ and/or on the flap
38", and it might be of any shape and size, in any case
different from the shape and size of the slot 55 shown in
Figure 6.
[0034] The outer package 3 of the cigarette packet 1
is obtained from a blank 56, as illustrated in Figure 10.
[0035] The blank 56 comprises two large panels 4’ de-
fining the larger lateral walls 4 of the outer package 3.
[0036] The large panels 4’ are connected to each other
by a panel 7’, defining the bottom 7 of the outer package
3 through two transversal lines of weakness 57. The con-
necting panel 7’ is divided into a first sub-panel 8’ and a
second sub-panel 9’ which define the first portion 8 and
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the second portion 9 of the bottom 7, respectively, and
which are connected to each other by a line of weakness
58 constituting the aforementioned hinge line 10. More
specifically, in order to allow the packet 1 to be opened
fan-style, the first sub-panel 8’ is connected to the large
panel 4’, on the left in the drawing, by the transversal line
of weakness 57, and is separated from the other large
panel 4’, on the right in the drawing, by a first cutting line
59. Similarly, the second sub-panel 9’ is connected to
the large panel 4’, on the right in the drawing, by the
transversal line of weakness 57, and is separated from
the other large panel 4’, on the left in the drawing, by a
second cutting line 60.
[0037] Each of the large panels 4’ has a respective first
flap 5’, defining an inner reinforcement for the outer pack-
age 3 (Figure 11) and a respective second flap 5", each
defining a respective smaller lateral wall 5 of the outer
package 3. The first flap 5’ and the second flap 5" are
connected to the large panel 4’ by a longitudinal line of
weakness 61.
[0038] More specifically, as shown in Figure 10 the first
flap 5’ and the second flap 5" are each connected to the
respective large panel 4’ on opposite sides of the large
panel 4’ itself.
[0039] Each large panel 4’ also has a respective lateral
wing 23’,24’, each connected to the respective large pan-
el 4’ on the side of the large panel 4’ opposite the panel
7’. The first lateral wing 23’ and the second lateral wing
24’ define the aforementioned connecting straps 23,24,
respectively.
[0040] Each lateral wing 23’,24’ is connected to the
respective large panel 4’ by a line of weakness 62. Pref-
erably, each lateral wing 23’,24’ is connected to the re-
spective large panel 4’ in the proximity of the first flap 5’.
[0041] The blank 56 further comprises a pair of open-
ings 63, each made substantially half way along the line
of weakness 61 connecting the large panel 4’ to the sec-
ond flap 5".
[0042] Advantageously, each of the openings 63 is
made in the shape of a right-angled trapezium whose
bases are perpendicular to the line of weakness 61, whilst
the oblique side is on the respective large panel 4’ and
is inclined at a semiangle α relative to a direction per-
pendicular to the main direction of extension of the blank.
That way, it is easier for the smoker to open the packet
fan-style with one hand only.
[0043] In a first alternative embodiment, each opening
63 is made only on a respective large panel 4’. In a second
alternative embodiment, each opening 63 is made only
on a respective second flap 5".
[0044] At a substantially middle zone, each second flap
has a U-shaped indentation 64. During assembly of the
packet 1, each U-shaped indentation 64 faces the recess
54 of the blank 43, partly defining, when the packet 1 is
complete, the grip opening 42 of the outer package 26.
[0045] In the blanks 43, 44 and 56 shown in Figures
8, 9 and 10, the parts where glue must be applied in order
to assemble the inner and outer containers 25 and 26

and the outer package 3 are represented as hatched ar-
eas
[0046] The inner container 25 is assembled by folding
the panels 28’,29’ squarely relative to the panel 27’, to-
wards each other, about the transversal lines of weak-
ness 48 which join them to the panel 27’ itself. The side
flaps 30 and 31’ are then folded squarely about the lon-
gitudinal lines of weakness 45 which join them to the
panel 28’, in such a way that they cover the space be-
tween the two panels 28’ and 29’, and the side flaps
30" and 31" are in turn folded squarely over the respec-
tive side flaps 30’ and 31’ which have already been fold-
ed. The glue on the blank 43, as specified above, keeps
the inner container 25 in the shape thus obtained.
[0047] The outer container 26 is assembled in a similar
way to the inner container 25, since the panels 35’ and
36’ are folded squarely about the transversal lines of
weakness 50 which join them to the panel 33’. The side
flaps 37" and 38" are folded squarely about the longitu-
dinal lines of weakness 49 which join them to the panel
36’, in such a way that they cover the space between the
two panels 35’ and 36’. The flaps 51 are folded squarely
about the transversal lines of weakness 50, which join
them to the respective flaps 37’ and 38’, and are placed
over the panel 33’. Lastly, the side flaps 37’ and 38’ are
folded squarely over the respective side flaps 37" and
38" which have already been folded. These operations
are performed by shaping the outer container 26 around
the inner container 25 already erected and housing inside
it a row 13 of cigarettes 2. When the outer container 26
has been completed, the flaps 52 are folded squarely
over each other in such a way as to close the outer con-
tainer 26. The glue on the blank 44, as specified above,
keeps the outer container 26 in the shape thus obtained.
[0048] It should be noted that on the face of it which is
on the outside of the inner container 25, the portion of
the panel 27’ of the blank 43 enclosed within the line of
weakness 47 is provided with glue which, after the con-
tainers 25 and 26 have been assembled, causes it to
adhere to the panel 33’ of the blank 44.
[0049] As a result, the blank 43 is easy to handle while
the inner container 25 is being made, since its bottom
panel 47’ connects the panels 28’ and 29’ to each other
for as long as the line of weakness 47 remains intact,
thus giving the blank 43 good shape stability and suffi-
cient rigidity.
[0050] Once the inner package has been completed,
the first time the inner container 25 is made to slide up-
wards within the outer container 26, as mentioned above
and as will be explained in more detail below, the line of
weakness 47 is torn, the inner container 25 comes com-
pletely free of the outer container 26 and the walls 28 of
the inner container 25 remain connected to each other
only by the zone of the panel 27 outside of the line of
weakness 47. From this moment on, the inner container
25 is open at the bottom except only the zone of the panel
27’ outside the line of weakness 47, that is to say, except
the supporting portion 47’ of the wall 27.
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[0051] In other words, according to the above, the bot-
tom wall of the inner container 25 is defined by a lower
wall 27 in which a tearable line of weakness 47 is made
which delimits an area of the selfsame lower wall 27. A
portion of the lower wall 27 outside that area defines the
supporting portion 47’ and the area is connected by ad-
hesive to the lower wall 33 of the outer container 26.
[0052] As shown in Figure 11, the outer package 3 is
assembled by first folding the side flaps 5’ about the lon-
gitudinal lines of weakness 61 until they match the re-
spective large panel 4’. The first side flaps 5’ are glued
to the large panels 4’ by glue applied to the flaps 5’ them-
selves, thus constituting the inner reinforcements for the
outer package 3.
[0053] Next, the first inner package 11 and the second
inner package 12 are applied side by side to the respec-
tive sub-panels 8’,9’ of the panel 7’ by the glue present
on the lower panel 33’ of each outer container 26.
[0054] As shown in Figure 9, the glue is applied to the
lower panel 33’ on only a portion of the panel 33’ itself.
More specifically, the glue is applied on the panel 33’ for
a length substantially equal to, and preferably smaller
than, the length of the respective sub-panel 8’,9’ of the
blank 56 to which the respective inner package will be
applied, so as not to hinder opening the packet 1 fan-
style.
[0055] Once the inner packages 11,12 have been ap-
plied to the outer package 3, the second flaps 5" are fold-
ed squarely about the longitudinal lines of weakness 61
to match the lateral wall 38 of the outer container 26 of
each inner package 11,12.
[0056] Each second side flap 5" adheres solidly to the
lateral wall 38 thanks to the glue applied to the panel 38’
of the blank 44 defining the lateral wall 38 itself.
[0057] Lastly, the lateral wings 23’ and 24’ are folded
squarely to adhere solidly to the top 20 of the respective
inner package 11,12, to define the aforementioned straps
23,24.
[0058] In use, to take a cigarette 2 out of the packet 1,
all the smoker has to do is to press both of the openings
63 simultaneously in such a way as to cause the packet
1 to open fan-style and to make both of the take-out open-
ings 21 accessible.
[0059] When a cigarette 2 does not need to be taken
out, the inner container 25 must occupy its lowermost
retracted position (Figures 4,5) where its lower wall 27
is in contact with the lower wall 33 of the outer container
26. Under these conditions, the cigarettes 2 inside the
inner container 25 are capable of sliding translationally
towards the wall 31 of the inner container 25 perpendic-
ularly to their axes. As a result of this sliding, the cigarette
2 closest to the wall 31 of the inner container 25 moves
onto the zone of the wall adjacent to the wall 31 itself,
that is to say, onto the supporting portion 47’.
[0060] According to what has been described above,
since part of the lower wall of the inner container 25 is
torn and remains connected to the lower wall 33 of the
outer container 26, no steps are formed on the bottom

and the cigarette can thus move easily onto the support-
ing portion 47’.
[0061] At this point, all the smoker has to do is press
a finger on the front zone 41 of the inner container 25
through the opening 40 in such a way as to urge the inner
container 25 upwards from the retracted position to the
raised position and to cause an upper portion of the cig-
arette 2 resting on the supporting portion 47’ of the wall
7 to protrude through the grip opening 42 of the upper
wall 34 of the outer container 26 (Figure 7).
[0062] Preferably, the slots 55 may be covered by pan-
els, not illustrated in the drawings, to be torn the first time
the packet is opened.
[0063] As shown in Figure 7, since the bottom of the
inner container 25 is open except for the supporting por-
tion 47’ of the wall 7, the other cigarettes 2 in the group
13 remain in the lowered position in contact with the lower
wall 33 of the outer container 26.
[0064] Once the cigarette 2 protruding partly from the
packet 1 has been taken out, the inner container 25 must
be returned to the initial retracted position by pressing a
finger on the front zone 41 in order to allow another cig-
arette 2 to move onto the supporting portion 47’ of the
wall 7, as described above.
[0065] The packet 1 comprises indicator means 65 for
indicating to the smoker how to take out the cigarette 2
and how to load the next cigarette 2 onto the supporting
portion 47’.
[0066] The indicator means are defined by a first arrow,
labelled A in Figure 5, indicating the direction of sliding
of the inner container 25 for taking out the cigarette 2,
and a second arrow, labelled B in Figure 5, indicating the
direction of sliding of the inner container 25 for loading
the next cigarette 2 onto the supporting portion 47’.
[0067] The arrows A,B are visible when the packet 1
is opened fan-style (Figure 2).
[0068] The arrows A,B are at the front zone 41 of each
inner container 25, and can be seen through the opening
40 in the respective outer container 26. More specifically,
when the packet 1 is opened fan-style, the inner container
25 is in the retracted position and only the first arrow A
is visible (Figure 4). This shows the smoker the correct
direction in which the inner container 25 must be made
to slide in order allow the cigarette 2 to be taken out.
[0069] When the inner container 25 is moved to the
raised position, the first arrow A is hidden by a portion of
the larger wall 35 of the outer container 26 and only the
second arrow B is visible through the opening 40 (Figures
2,3). This shows the smoker the correct direction in which
the inner container 25 must be made to slide in order
load the next cigarette 2 onto the supporting portion 47’.
[0070] When the inner container 25 is moved back to
the retracted position, the second arrow B is hidden be-
hind a portion of the larger wall 35 of the outer container
26 and only the first arrow A is visible through the opening
40.
[0071] Further, in a variant embodiment not illustrated,
the packet 1 has an elastic element housed inside the
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inner container 25 in order to facilitate sliding of the re-
maining cigarettes 2 back towards the wall 31 after a
cigarette 2 has been taken out and the inner container
25 has been returned to the initial retracted position. The
elastic element is preferably a spring made (for example)
by zigzag folding a sheet consisting (for example) of pa-
perboard or plastic material and capable of urging the
cigarettes 2 inside the inner container 25 to slide trans-
versely towards the wall 31, that is to say, towards the
zone of action of the supporting portion 47’.
[0072] It should be noted that in a further variant em-
bodiment of the invention not illustrated, the supporting
portion 47’ and the take-out zone Z might be of a size,
measured along the longitudinal direction of extension
of the panel 7’ substantially equal to a multiple of the
diameter of a cigarette 2. In this case, the upward move-
ment of the inner container 25 would cause the upper
portions of two or more cigarettes 2 to come out through
the zone Z. After taking out one of these cigarettes 2, the
smoker would re-lower the inner container 25, thereby
causing the remaining, partly protruding cigarettes 2 to
return into the outer container 26.
[0073] In a yet further variant embodiment not illustrat-
ed, the cigarettes 2 inside the inner container 25 might
also be arranged in two or more rows side by side, instead
of in a single row. In this case, too, the supporting portion
47’ might have two or more cigarettes 2 on it, side by
side, the upward movement of the inner container 25
would cause the upper portions of two or more cigarettes
2 to come out through the zone Z and after taking out
one of these cigarettes 2, the smoker would re-lower the
inner container 25, thereby causing the remaining, partly
protruding cigarettes 2 to return into the outer container
26.

Claims

1. A packet for tobacco products, characterized in that
it comprises:

- an outer package (3) forming two larger lateral
walls (4), two smaller lateral walls (5), a top (6)
and a bottom (7), the bottom (7) comprising a
first base portion (8) and a second base portion
(9) which are connected to each other by a line
of weakness perpendicular to the larger lateral
walls (4) and forming a hinge line (10); charac-
terised by:
- a first inner package (11) and a second inner
package (12) each for containing a respective
group (13) of tobacco products (2);
- the first inner package (11) and the second
inner package (12) each comprising two larger
lateral walls (18), two smaller lateral walls (19),
a top (20) with an opening (21) for taking out at
least one tobacco product (2) and a bottom (22),
each bottom (22) of the first inner package (11)

and the second inner package (12) being con-
nected to the first portion (8) and respectively to
the second portion (9) of the bottom (7) of the
outer package (3);
- the first inner package (11) and the second
inner package (12) being able to move about
the hinge line (10) between a position in which
the packet (1) is closed, in which the first and
second inner packages are superposed and
substantially aligned, and a position in which the
packet (1) is opened fan-style, in which the first
and second inner packages are offset from each
other by a predetermined opening angle (α).

2. The packet according to claim 1, characterized in
that in the closed position the top (6) of the outer
package (3) covers at least the take-out opening (21)
of each of the first inner package (11) and the second
inner package (12).

3. The packet according to claim 1 or 2, characterized
in that in the open position the first inner package
(11) and the second inner package (12) are partly
superposed and the respective take-out openings
(21) are uncovered.

4. The packet according to any of the preceding claims,
characterized in that it comprises a first strap (23)
and a second strap (24); each strap (23, 24) con-
necting the outer package (3) with a respective inner
package (11,12).

5. The packet according to claim 4, characterized in
that each strap (23, 24) connects a respective larger
lateral wall (4) of the outer package (3) with a re-
spective inner package (11, 12) adjacent to the op-
posite larger lateral wall (4) of the outer package (3).

6. The packet according to any of the preceding claims,
characterized in that each inner package (11, 12)
comprises an inner container (25), housing a group
(13) of tobacco products (2) and an outer container
(26) housing the inner container (25) in such a way
that the inner container (25) can slide parallel with
the axes of the tobacco products (2), thus allowing
the inner container (25) to slide between a retracted
position, in which the inner container (25) has its low-
er wall (27) adjacent to a lower wall (33) of the outer
container (26) and all of the tobacco products (2) are
completely contained in the inner container (25), and
an extracted or raised position, in which the inner
container (25) is positioned close to an upper wall
(34) of the outer container (26).

7. The packet according to claim 6, characterized in
that the lower wall (27) of the inner container (25)
forms a supporting portion (47’) designed to support
at least one of the tobacco products (2) present in
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the inner container (25) and each sliding action of
the inner container (25) towards the extracted or
raised position in practice causes an axial movement
towards the upper wall (34) of the outer container
(26) of the at least one tobacco product (2) supported
by the supporting portion (47’) and at least partly
causes the tobacco product (2) to come out through
the take-out opening (21) of the inner package (11,
12).

8. The packet according to claim 6 or 7, characterized
in that a portion of the lower wall (27) of the inner
container (25) is open, allowing the tobacco products
(2) to touch a lower wall (33) of the outer container
(26).

9. The packet according to claim 7 or 8, characterized
in that the supporting portion (47’) has smaller di-
mensions than the transversal dimensions of the in-
ner container (25).

10. The packet according to any of the claims from 6 to
9, characterized in that the outer container (26) is
provided with a further opening (40) through which
a smoker can manually act on the inner container
(25) to cause sliding actions of the inner container
(25) between the retracted position and the extracted
or raised position.

11. The packet for tobacco products according to claim
10, characterized in that the further opening (40)
is made in a substantially middle zone of the edge
which joins one larger lateral wall (35) and one small-
er lateral wall (38) of the outer container (26).

12. The packet for tobacco products according to claim
10, characterized in that the further opening (40)
is made in a larger lateral wall (35) of the outer con-
tainer (26).

13. The packet for tobacco products according to claim
10, characterized in that the further opening (40)
is made in a smaller lateral wall (35) of the outer
container (26).

14. The packet for tobacco products according to any of
the claims from 6 to 13, characterized in that the
lower wall (27) of the container (25) comprises a
weakened line (47) which can be torn, delimiting an
area of the lower wall (27); a portion of the lower wall
(27) which is outside said area forming the support-
ing portion (47’), and the area being connected by
adhesive to the lower wall (33) of the outer container
(26).

15. The packet according to any of the preceding claims,
characterized in that it comprises indicator means
(65) for indicating to the smoker how to take the to-

bacco product (2) out of the packet (1) and how to
load a subsequent tobacco product (2) on the sup-
porting portion (47’).

16. The packet according to claim 15, characterized in
that the indicator means (65) comprise a first arrow
(A), indicating the direction of sliding of the inner con-
tainer (25) for taking out the tobacco product (2), and
a second arrow (B), indicating the direction of sliding
of the inner container (25) for loading a subsequent
tobacco product (2) on the supporting portion (47’).

17. The packet according to claim 16, characterized in
that the arrows (A, B) are visible when the packet
(1) is in the fan-style open position.

18. The packet according to claim 15 or 16, character-
ized in that the arrows are at the front zone (41) of
each inner container (25), and can be seen through
the opening (40) in the respective outer container
(26).

19. The packet according to any of the claims from 16
to 18, characterized in that only one arrow (A, B)
at a time is visible.

Patentansprüche

1. Paket für Tabakprodukte, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, dass es umfasst:

- eine Umverpackung (3), bildend zwei größere
Seitenwände (4), zwei kleinere Seitenwände
(5), einen Deckel (6) und einen Boden (7), wobei
der Boden (7) einen ersten Basisabschnitt (8)
und einen zweiten Basisabschnitt (9) umfasst,
die miteinander durch eine Sollbruchlinie ver-
bunden sind, die senkrecht zu den größeren Sei-
tenwänden (4) angeordnet ist und eine Gelen-
klinie (10) bildet, gekennzeichnet durch:
- eine erste Innenverpackung (11) und eine
zweite Innenverpackung (12), jeweils um eine
jeweilige Gruppe (13) von Tabakprodukten (2)
zu enthalten;
- wobei die erste Innenverpackung (11) und die
zweite Innenverpackung (12) jeweils zwei grö-
ßere Seitenwände (18), zwei kleinere Seiten-
wände (19), einen Deckel (20) mit einer Öffnung
(21) zum Herausnehmen von mindestens einem
Tabakprodukt (2) und einen Boden (22) umfas-
sen, wobei jeder Boden (22) der ersten Innen-
verpackung (11) und der zweiten Innenverpa-
ckung (12) mit dem ersten Abschnitt (8) und je-
weils dem zweiten Abschnitt (9) des Bodens (7)
der Umverpackung (3) verbunden ist;
- wobei die erste Innenverpackung (11) und die
zweite Innenverpackung (12) in der Lage sind,
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sich um die Gelenklinie (10) zwischen einer Po-
sition zu drehen, in der das Paket (1) geschlos-
sen ist, in der die erste und die zweite Innenver-
packung übereinander angeordnet und im We-
sentlichen zueinander ausgerichtet sind, und ei-
ner Position, in der das Paket (1) fächerförmig
geöffnet ist, in der die erste und die zweite In-
nenverpackung um einen vorgegebenen Öff-
nungswinkel (α) voneinander versetzt sind.

2. Paket nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass der Deckel (6) der Umverpackung (3) in der
geschlossenen Position mindestens die Herausnah-
meöffnung (21) sowohl der ersten Innenverpackung
(11) als auch der zweiten Innenverpackung (12) ab-
deckt.

3. Paket nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass die erste Innenverpackung (11) und
die zweite Innenverpackung (12) in der offenen Po-
sition teilweise übereinander angeordnet sind und
die jeweiligen Herausnahmeöffnungen (21) nicht ab-
gedeckt sind.

4. Paket nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprüche,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass es ein erstes Band
(23) und ein zweites Band (24) umfasst, wobei ein
jedes Band (23, 24) die Umverpackung (3) mit der
jeweiligen Innenverpackung (11, 12) verbindet.

5. Paket nach Anspruch 4, dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass ein jedes Band (23, 24) eine jeweilige größere
Seitenwand (4) der Umverpackung (3) mit einer je-
weiligen Innenverpackung (11, 12), die an die ge-
genständig angeordnete größere Seitenwand (4)
der Umverpackung (3) angrenzt, verbindet.

6. Paket nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprüche,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass eine jede Innen-
verpackung (11, 12) einen Innenbehälter (25) um-
fasst, der eine Gruppe (13) von Tabakprodukten (2)
aufnimmt, und einen Außenbehälter (26), der den
Innenbehälter (25) aufnimmt, sodass sich der Innen-
behälter (25) parallel zu den Achsen der Tabakpro-
dukte (2) verschieben kann, was dem Innenbehälter
(25) erlaubt, sich zwischen einer eingefahrenen Po-
sition, in der die untere Wand (27) des Innenbehäl-
ters (25) an eine untere Wand (33) des Außenbe-
hälters (26) angrenzt und alle Tabakprodukte (2)
vollständig im Innenbehälter (25) enthalten sind, und
einer ausgefahrenen oder angehobenen Position, in
der der Innenbehälter nah an einer oberen Wand
(34) des Außenbehälters (26) positioniert ist, zu ver-
schieben.

7. Paket nach Anspruch 6, dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass die untere Wand (27) des Innenbehälters (25)
einen Halterungsabschnitt (47’) bildet, der ausge-

staltet ist, um mindestens eins der Tabakprodukte
(2), die im Innenbehälter (25) enthalten sind, zu hal-
ten, und sodass jede Verschiebung des Innenbehäl-
ters (25) in die ausgefahrene oder angehobene Po-
sition in der Praxis eine axiale Bewegung zur oberen
Wand (34) des Außenbehälters (26) von dem min-
destens einen Tabakprodukt (2) bewirkt, das durch
den Halterungsabschnitt (47’) gehalten wird, und
mindestens teilweise bewirkt, dass das Tabakpro-
dukt (2) durch die Herausnahmeöffnung (21) der In-
nenverpackung (11, 12) heraustritt.

8. Paket nach Anspruch 6 oder 7, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass ein Abschnitt der unteren Wand (27)
des Innenbehälters (25) offen ist, was den Tabak-
produkten (2) erlaubt, eine untere Wand (33) des
Außenbehälters (26) zu berühren.

9. Paket nach Anspruch 7 oder 8, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass der Halterungsabschnitt (47’) klei-
nere Abmessungen aufweist als die Querabmessun-
gen des Innenbehälters (25).

10. Paket nach einem der Ansprüche 6 bis 9, dadurch
gekennzeichnet, dass der Außenbehälter (26) mit
einer weiteren Öffnung (40) versehen ist, durch die
ein Raucher manuell auf den Innenbehälter (25) ein-
wirken kann, um Verschiebungen des Innenbehäl-
ters (25) zwischen der eingefahrenen Position und
der ausgefahrenen oder angehobenen Position zu
bewirken.

11. Paket für Tabakprodukte nach Anspruch 10, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass die weitere Öffnung
(40) in einem im Wesentlichen mittigen Bereich der
Kante ausgebildet ist, die eine größere Seitenwand
(35) und eine kleinere Seitenwand (38) des Außen-
behälters (26) verbindet.

12. Paket für Tabakprodukte nach Anspruch 10, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass die weitere Öffnung
(40) in einer größeren Seitenwand (35) des Außen-
behälters (26) ausgebildet ist.

13. Paket für Tabakprodukte nach Anspruch 10, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass die weitere Öffnung
(40) in einer kleineren Seitenwand (35) des Außen-
behälters (26) ausgebildet ist.

14. Paket für Tabakprodukte nach einem der Ansprüche
6 bis 13, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die untere
Wand (27) des Behälters (25) eine Sollbruchlinie
(47) umfasst, die gebrochen werden kann und einen
Bereich der unteren Wand (27) abgrenzt, wobei ein
Abschnitt der unteren Wand (27), der sich außerhalb
dieses Bereichs befindet, den Halterungsabschnitt
(47’) bildet, und der Bereich durch ein Haftmittel mit
der unteren Wand (33) des Außenbehälters (26) ver-
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bunden wird.

15. Paket nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprüche,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass es Anzeigemittel
(65) umfasst, um dem Raucher anzuzeigen, wie das
Tabakprodukt (2) aus dem Paket (1) herausgenom-
men wird und wie ein weiteres Tabakprodukt (2) auf
den Halterungsabschnitt (47’) geladen wird.

16. Paket nach Anspruch 15, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, dass die Anzeigemittel (65) einen ersten Pfeil
(A) umfassen, der die Verschiebungsrichtung des
Innenbehälters (25) angibt, um das Tabakprodukt
(2) herauszunehmen, und einen zweiten Pfeil (B),
der die Verschiebungsrichtung des Innenbehälter
(25) angibt, um ein weiteres Tabakprodukt (2) auf
den Halterungsabschnitt (47’) zu laden.

17. Paket nach Anspruch 16, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, dass die Pfeile (A, B) sichtbar sind, wenn das
Paket (1) fächerförmig geöffnet ist.

18. Paket nach Anspruch 15 oder 16, dadurch gekenn-
zeichnet, dass sich die Pfeile an der stirnseitigen
Zone (41) eines jeden Innenbehälters (25) befinden
und durch die Öffnung (40) im jeweiligen Außenbe-
hälter (26) zu sehen sind.

19. Paket nach einem der Ansprüche 16 bis 18, dadurch
gekennzeichnet, dass jeweils ein Pfeil (A, B) sicht-
bar ist.

Revendications

1. Paquet pour produits de tabac, caractérisé en ce
qu’il comprend :

- un emballage externe (3) formant deux cloi-
sons latérales plus grandes (4), deux cloisons
latérales plus petites (5), un sommet (6) et un
fond (7), le fond (7) comprenant une première
partie de base (8) et une seconde partie de base
(9) étant reliées l’une à l’autre par une ligne de
faiblesse perpendiculaire aux cloisons latérales
plus grandes (4) et formant une ligne de char-
nière (10) ; caractérisé par:
- un premier emballage interne (11) et un second
emballage interne (12) chacun destiné à conte-
nir un groupe correspondant (13) de produits de
tabac (2);
- le premier emballage interne (11) et le second
emballage interne (12) comprenant chacun
deux cloisons latérales plus grandes (18), deux
cloisons latérales plus petites (19), un sommet
(20) comportant une ouverture (21) pour préle-
ver au moins un produit de tabac (2) et un fond
(22), chaque fond (22) du premier emballage

interne (11) et du second emballage interne (12)
étant relié à la première partie (8) et respective-
ment à la seconde partie (9) du fond (7) de l’em-
ballage externe (3) ;
- le premier emballage interne (11) et le second
emballage interne (12) pouvant se déplacer
autour de la ligne de charnière (10) entre une
position dans laquelle la paquet (1) est fermé,
dans laquelle les premier et second emballages
internes sont superposés et substantiellement
alignés, et une position dans laquelle le paquet
(1) est ouvert en éventail, dans laquelle les pre-
mier et second emballages internes sont déca-
lés l’un par rapport à l’autre selon un angle
d’ouverture prédéterminé (α).

2. Paquet selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en ce
que dans la position de fermeture, le sommet (6) de
l’emballage externe (3) recouvre au moins l’ouver-
ture de prélèvement (21) de chacun des premier et
second emballages internes (11, 12).

3. Paquet selon les revendications 1 ou 2, caractérisé
en ce que dans la position d’ouverture, le premier
emballage interne (11) et le second emballage inter-
ne (12) sont en partie superposés et les ouvertures
de prélèvement (21) respectives sont découvertes.

4. Paquet selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, caractérisé en ce qu’il comprend une
première bande (23) et une seconde bande (24);
chaque bande (23, 24) reliant l’emballage externe
(3) à un emballage interne respectif (11, 12).

5. Paquet selon la revendication 4, caractérisé en ce
que chaque bande (23, 24) relie une cloison latérale
plus grande correspondante (4) de l’emballage ex-
terne (3) à un emballage interne correspondant (11,
12) adjacent à la cloison latérale plus grande oppo-
sée (4) de l’emballage externe (3).

6. Paquet selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, caractérisé en ce que chaque embal-
lage interne (11, 12) comprend un récipient interne
(25), logeant un groupe (13) de produits de tabac (2)
et un récipient externe (26) logeant le récipient in-
terne (25) de manière à ce que le récipient interne
(25) puisse coulisser de façon parallèle aux axes
des produits de tabac (2) permettant ainsi au réci-
pient interne (25) de coulisser entre une position ré-
tractée, dans laquelle le récipient interne (25) pos-
sède sa cloison inférieure (27) adjacente à une cloi-
son inférieure (33) du récipient externe (26) et tous
les produits de tabac (2) sont entièrement contenus
dans le récipient interne (25), et une position d’ex-
traction ou surélevée, dans laquelle le récipient in-
terne (25) est positionné à proximité d’une cloison
supérieure (34) du récipient externe (26).
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7. Paquet selon la revendication 6, caractérisé en ce
que la cloison inférieure (27) du récipient interne (25)
forme une partie de support (47’) conçue pour sup-
porter au moins un des produits de tabac (2) présents
dans le récipient interne (25) et, en pratique, chaque
action coulissante du récipient interne (25) vers la
position d’extraction ou surélevée provoque un mou-
vement axial vers la cloison supérieure (34) du réci-
pient externe (26) de l’au moins un produit de tabac
(2) supporté par la partie de support (47’) et provoque
la sortie au moins en partie du produit de tabac (2)
à travers l’ouverture de prélèvement (21) de l’em-
ballage interne (11, 12).

8. Paquet selon les revendications 6 ou 7, caractérisé
en ce qu’une partie de la cloison inférieure (27) du
récipient interne (25) est ouverte, permettant aux
produits de tabac (2) de toucher une cloison infé-
rieure (33) du récipient externe (26).

9. Paquet selon les revendications 7 ou 8, caractérisé
en ce que la partie de support (47’) possède des
dimensions inférieures aux dimensions transversa-
les du récipient interne (25).

10. Paquet selon l’une quelconque des revendications
de 6 à 9, caractérisé en ce que le récipient externe
(26) est pourvu d’une ouverture supplémentaire (40)
à travers laquelle un fumeur peut agir manuellement
sur le récipient interne (25) pour provoquer des ac-
tions coulissantes du récipient interne (25) entre la
position rétractée et la position d’extraction ou suré-
levée.

11. Paquet pour produits de tabac selon la revendication
10, caractérisé en ce que l’ouverture supplémen-
taire (40) est réalisée dans une zone substantielle-
ment médiane du bord joignant une cloison latérale
plus grande (35) et une cloison latérale plus petite
(38) du récipient externe (26).

12. Paquet pour produits de tabac selon la revendication
10, caractérisé en ce que l’ouverture supplémen-
taire (40) est réalisée dans une cloison latérale plus
grande (35) du récipient externe (26).

13. Paquet pour produits de tabac selon la revendication
10, caractérisé en ce que l’ouverture supplémen-
taire (40) est réalisée dans une cloison latérale plus
petite (35) du récipient externe (26).

14. Paquet pour produits de tabac selon l’une quelcon-
que des revendications de 6 à 13, caractérisé en
ce que la cloison inférieure (27) du récipient (25)
comprend une ligne de faiblesse (47), qui peut être
déchirée, délimitant une zone de la cloison inférieure
(27) ; une partie de la cloison inférieure (27) étant
située à l’extérieur de ladite zone formant la partie

de support (47’) et la zone étant reliée par l’intermé-
diaire d’une colle à la cloison inférieure (33) du réci-
pient externe (26).

15. Paquet selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, caractérisé en ce qu’il comprend des
moyens d’indication (65) servant à indiquer au fu-
meur comment saisir le produit de tabac (2) du pa-
quet (1) et comment charger un produit de tabac
successif (2) sur la partie de support (47’).

16. Paquet selon la revendication 15, caractérisé en ce
que les moyens d’indication (65) comprennent une
première flèche (A), indiquant la direction de coulis-
sement du récipient interne (25) pour le prélèvement
du produit de tabac (2), et une seconde flèche (B),
indiquant la direction de coulissement du récipient
interne (25) pour le chargement d’un produit de tabac
successif (2) sur la partie de support (47’).

17. Paquet selon la revendication 16, caractérisé en ce
que les flèches (A, B) sont visibles lorsque le paquet
(1) se trouve dans la position d’ouverture en éventail.

18. Paquet selon les revendications 15 ou 16, caracté-
risé en ce que les flèches sont situées au niveau
de la zone antérieure (41) de chaque récipient inter-
ne (25) et sont visibles à travers l’ouverture (40) dans
le récipient externe respectif (26).

19. Paquet selon l’une quelconque des revendications
de 16 à 18, caractérisé en ce qu’une seule flèche
(A, B) est visible à la fois.
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