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5 This invention relates to a cas.ng for light-
signs and signaling apparatus. The casings
of devices used for this purpose, when they
are intended for use in the open, and more
particularly when they are subjected to con-

10 stant vibration or shaking, are difficult to
keep tight, since it is impossible to prevent
cracks forming round the windows or aper-
tures intended for the transmission of light.
Consequently moisture and dust penetrate

13 into the interior of the casing, as in the case

of the rear lights of vehicles, and cause dam-
age to the apparatus contained therein.
In accordance with the present invention,

_ these drawbacks are avoided in that the por-

20 tion of the casing containing the lighting

aperture or apertures is formed of an arti-
ficial substance in one piece with- irregular
wall-thickness, in such a manner that only
such portions as are intended for the trans-
mission of light are transparent or trans-
lucent. For this purpose all such artificial
“substances can be used, as, in their natural
state or coloured, are entirely or practically
opaque in thicker layers, but transparent
or translucent in thin layers. Artificial res-
ins; compressed substances, etc., e. g. bake-
lite can suitably be employed, and the re-
quired portion of the casing can be formed
in these substances by a pressing process.

As a further stage in the realization of the

present invention, the signs, words, or the

Like intended for signaling can be formed in

one piece with the portion of the casing in
question. To this end either the portions of
the surface of the wall of the casing corre-

_sponding to these signs or the portions con-

stituting the spaces between the signs are
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formed suitably thin and consequently trans- v

45 parent. .

The subject matter of the invention is il-
lustrated in the accompanying drawing,
which shows, by way of example, the cas-
ing of a rear light Yor vehicles, in Figs. 1

50 and 2 in section, and in Fig. 8 in elevation.

diametrically through Figure 3.

The casing is in the form of the body of a
round box, the cylindrical wall 1 of which
is dimensioned sufficiently thick to ensure the
required strength, and 1s provided with a
step 2 in its thickened rim for the reception
of a covering plate to which'the electric sig-
naling device proper is fitted. In the pres-
ent instance the casing is divided into two
compartments by means of o partition 8
formed in one piece with the casing itself.
The lower of these two compartments con-
tains' the rear light, which burns continu-
ously after dark, and the other contains the
lamp for » “stop” sign, adapted to be
switched on as occasion demands. The base
plate of the casing below the partition 3 is
made so thin (Fig. 2) that it is transparent
or transiucent, so that when the rear light 70
is burning a bright segment is visible. The
upper portion of the floor or base of the
casing is of the same thickness as the cylin-
drical walling except for sparings 4 corre-
sponding to the letters of the word “Stop”
(Fig. 1). In the spared portions the floor is
as thin as in the lower compartment, and
therefore transparent, i. . pervious to light.
The written sign thus constitutes one piece
with the floor or base of the casing. A bolt
5 is embedded in the material of the par-
tition 3 and its free end is threaded, and
serves for the attachment of the covering
plate to the casing, and of the entire appa-
ratus to the vehicle.

Since no joint of any kind is provided
within the range of the light-emitting aper- .
tures, the penetration of moisture or dust on
the front or window side of the apparatus is
rendered absolutely impossible. The same
danger can easily be averted for the rearward
side by the provision of a suitably effective
packing to the covering plate. The neces- ‘
sity for a special stencil or pattern for the
sign to be signaled is avoided, implying sim-
plification of the construction. The artifi-
cial material used can be coloured for the
purpose of obtaining the desired signalin
light, and would therefore be provided Witﬁ 100
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the addition of red colouring matter for the
rear light of power-driven vehicles.

The described window has the further ad-
vantage over the thin transparent sheets of
cellon or mica hitherto used, that it remains
unaffected by moisture and heat, and is there-
fore not subject to warping. The smooth
outer surface of the front of the casing. pre-
vents the settlement of dust and dirt. Fur-
ther the means of attachment and packing
hitherto necessary with inserted windows
are dispensed with.

The invention can be advantageously ap-
plied to every branch of signaling, whenever
there is a need for a casing embodying light-
ing windows or apertures, which shall be ab-
solutely damp- and dust-proof on the win-
dow or aperture side. If the signs or letters

themselves are rendered opaque by the thick-

ening of the corresponding portions of the
wall or base of the casing, they constitute an
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said depressions whereby the character is ren-
dered distinguishable from the rear when the
upper compartment of the casing is illumi-
nated, a relatively thin integral bottom por-
tion in the lower compartment forming a
relatively translucent wall, an annular recess
formed in said annular rim for the reception
of a cover plate, and means embedded in said
casing for securing a cover plate thereto.

ARNOLD LOBL.

effective means of stiffening or bracing for -

the portion of the casing containing the
lighting apertures.

I claim:

1. A signal casing comprising an integral
cup-shaped member, an integral partition
dividing said casing into upper and lower
compartments, and extending for the full
depth of said cup-shaped member to entirely
separate said compartments, said casing and
partition being formed of translucent mate-
rial having a degree of light obstruction pro-
portional to its thickness, an integral bottom
portion formed in the upper compartment
with relatively deep depressions conform-
ing in outline to an indicating character, the
thickness of the material at the bottom of
said depressions being relatively less than the
port_ons of the casing surrounding said de-
pressions whereby the character is rendered
distinguishable from the rear when the upper
compartment of the casing is illuminate<£ a
relatively thin integral bottom portion in the
lower compartment forming a relatively
translucent wall, and a threaded bolt embed-
ded in the partition to receive a securing ele-
ment for securing a cover plate to the rim of
the casing.

2. A signal casing comprising an integral
cup-shaped member having an annular rim,
an integral partition dividing said casing
into upper and lower compartments, and ex-
tending for the full depth of said cup-shaped
member to entirely separate said compart-
ments, said casing and partition being
formed of translucent material having a de-
gree of light obstruction proportional to its
thickness, ani integral bottom portion form-
ing a wall of the upper compartment and
provided with relatively deep depressions
conforming in outline to an indicating char-
acter, the thickness of the material at the bot-
tom of the depressions being relatively less
than the portions of the casing surrounding
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