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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,690,253 

PACKAGED ENDLEss DRIVE BELT 
Paul L. Francois, short Hills, N.J. 

Application February 19, 1951, serial No. 211,675 
(C. 206-45.33) 3 Cains. 

This invention relates to a packaged belt, and 
particularly to a packaged endless fan-belt of 
the kind commonly sold for use in automobiles. 
Such endless fan-belts are Sold largely in auto 

mobile service stations where they are stored 
and displayed under conditions which are likely 
to CauSe deterioration by dust and handling, and 
by exposure to the air. The general object of the 
invention is to provide a packaged belt in which 
the belt will be protected from deterioration and 
the freshness of the label will be preserved, and 
Which will permit the packaged belt to be sus 
pended so that it can be readily stored and dis 
played to prospective customers. In one of the 
forms of the invention hereinafter described, the 
packaged belt is provided in a novel manner with 
a label which cooperates with the cover of the 
package. 
The invention will be understood from the foll 

lowing description taken in connection with the 
accompanying drawings in which Fig. 1 is a per 
spective view showing a packaged belt embody 
ing One form of the invention having an open 
ing near One end for Suspending the packaged 
belt; Fig. 2 is a front elevation of a packaged 
belt similar to the one shown in Fig. 1, but pro 
vided with openings near each end; Fig. 3 is a 
Sectional view on the line 3-3 of Fig. 2 looking 
in the direction of the arrows; Fig. 4 is a sec 
tional view on the line 4-4 of Fig. 2 looking in 
the direction of the arrows; Fig. 5 is a front ele 
Vation of another embodiment of the invention; 
and Fig. 6 is a sectional view on the line 6-6 of 
of Fig. 5 looking in the direction of the arrows. 

In all of the figures, the endless belt, which is 
arranged in loop form is referred to by the ref 
erence character . In the two forms of the in 
Vention shown in FigS. 1 to 4, the belt is shown 
retained in its loop form by the usual cardboard 
sleeve 2 the outer surfaces of which may carry 
the usual printed matter giving size, applica 
tions, brand, etc. 
In the form of the invention shown in Fig. 1, 

the belt 0 in the sleeve F2 is enclosed in an elon 
gated flattened tubular container 4 of impervi 
OuS transparent flexible sheet material such as 
"Pliofilm' which is heat sealed at both ends as 
indicated at 6 and 8 in known nanner which 
herinetically unites the ends of the tube. To pro 
vide for Suspension of the packaged belt in the 
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usual way on a bracket rod 20, the front and . 
rear portions, that is, the opposite walls, of the 
"Pliofilm' tube 4 within a looped end of belt 
O are secured to one another as indicated at 

22 by heat sealing extending over a considerable 55 

2 
or substantial circular area in the center of 
which a hole 23 is punched. Thus the hole 23 is 
surrounded by a united double thickness of the 
transparent material which imparts to the lat 
ter at that place considerable strength, So that 
tearing of the material when the packaged belt 
is suspended on the rod 20 is prevented. Thus 
the belt is protected from deterioration. While it 
is being stored, displayed and handled, because 
it is hermetically sealed within the “Pliofilm' 
tube 4, the reading matter printed on the sleeve 
is readily visible, and dirt, dust and grease are 
readily wiped off. 
The form of the invention shown in Figs. 2 

and 3 differs from the form shown in Fig. 1 
only in that there are two holes. 23 and 25 sur 
rounded by a double layer of the 'Pliofilm' tube 
near and within both of the looped ends of the 
belt . 

In the embodiment of the invention shown in 
Figs. 5 and 6, instead of the cardboard sleeve 
2 previously described, a sheet of cardboard or 

other rigid or semi-rigid sheet material 26 is in 
cluded within the “Piofin' tubular container 
É. This sheet 26, which serves as a label may 

carry printed matter on both sides, is provided 
With a hole 28 which is somewhat larger in di 
ameter than the outer diameter of the annular 
portion 22 of the portions of the “Pliofilm' tube 
4 which are sealed together around the hole 23. 

As shown in Figs. 5 and 6, the sheet-material 
member 26 is preferably made wide enough so 
that it overlaps at least a portion of the belt 
which is retained in its looped form by and 
Within the “Piofilm' tubular container 4. 
Thus the belt O, the member 26 and the “Plio 
film' tubular container 4 are retained in proper 
relationship. The member 26 is prevented from 
shifting about inside the package since it is 
locked in place by the heat sealed area, 22 around 
the hole 23, and being too wide to pass through 
the loop of the belt, it stays on One side thereof. 
As Will be obvious, all of the illustrated em 

bodiments of the invention provide a packaged 
endless belt which may be hung Wertically On a 
rod 20 or the like. If two holes are provided, 
the packaged belt may be suspended horizon 
tally on a pair of rods or hooks. The belt may 
of course be readily removed from the package 
by tearing off the “Pliofilm” tubular container 
4 and removing the cardboard sleeve 2 or the 
cardboard member 26. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A packaged endless fan belt or the like Con 

prising, an endless belt, a label aSSociated there 
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3. 

with, said belt and said label being enclosed to 
gether in an elongated flattened tubular con 
tainer of transparent, flexible heat-Sealable ma 
terial, the ends of the container being sealed, 
the two opposite walls of material of the con 
tainer being heat sealed together over a sub 
stantial area within a looped end of the belt, 
Within which area, and spaced from the margin 
thereof there is an opening to receive suspending 
means, whereby Said sealed area. Surrounding 
Said opening provides a united double thickness 
of the material of the container Serving as re 
inforcement to prevent tearing by Said Suspend 
ing means. 

2. The packaged belt of claim 1 wherein said 
container has a heat sealed area having an open 
ing spaced from the margin thereof at each end 
within the looped ends of the belt. 
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3. The packaged belt of claim 1 Wherein said 

label is provided with a hole of Such size as to 
accommodate all of said heat sealed area, said 
sealed area, lying within said hole to prevent 
shifting of said label within the transparent con 
tainer. 
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