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UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

GEORGE HERR SNAVELY, OF WRIGHTSVILLE, AND B. FRANK SNAVELY, OF
HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANTA.

AIR-MATTRESS.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Lietters Patent No. 379,827, dated March 20, 1888,
Application filed August 13,1887, Serial No. 246,877. (No model.)

o all whom it may concern:

Beit known that we, GEORGE HERR SNAVE-
LY, of Wrightsville, county of York, and B.
FRANK SNAVELY, a resident of Harrisburg, in

5 the county of Dauphin, and State of Pennsyl-
vania, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Air-Mattresses; and we do
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as will

to enable others skilled in the art to which it
appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying drawings,
and to letters or figures of reference marked
thereon, which form a part of this specifica-
15 tion.

Figure 1 of the drawings is a representa-
tion of this invention andis a top view, partly
broken away and partly sectioned. Fig. 2 is
a vertical longitudinal section. Fig. 8 is a

20 gide view thereof. Tig. 4.is a detail view and
a vertical section thereof. .

Thisinvention hasrelation to air-mattresses;
and it consists in the construction and novel
combination of devices,ashereinafterset forth.

25  The object of the invention is- to provide a
well-stayed durable air-mattress that will pre-
serve its form when filled and not have its
sides corrugated or rounded between the stay-
points when filled.

3c  The mattress, thongh designed to be filled
with hot or cold air, may, if desired, be filled
with water of any suitable temperature.

In the accompanying drawings, the letter
A designates the mattress-cloth, which is pref-

35 erably of eanvas, and is cut to form sides and
endsand top and bottom in the ordinary man-
ner.

B B represent cone-shaped or flaring at-
tachments, which. are formed with flanges Cat

4o their margins and have the straps D attached
to their inner orsmall ends. These cones are
of a suitable flexible material—such as rub-
ber, linen, or cotton cloth—and are sewed by
their flanged margins to the top and bottom,

45 sides and ends of the mattress on the inside
thereof, and the straps connect opposite cones,
forming with said cones stays which tie the
walls of the mastress together in three different

directions. Inthismanneritsformispreserved
under the pressure of the air-filling, and the
mattress may be made of various degrees of
hardness. As the air enters and spreads the
flexible cones, the sides to which the bases of
the cones are attached can be bulged outward
but little within or between said bases, which 53
are circular and of comparatively small ex-
tent, so that the usual transverse or longitudi-
nal corrugations insimilarly-stayed mattresses
are avoided.

In the construction of this mattress the
flanges C of the flaring attachments B are
lapped in the sewing, in order to strengthen
the seams and to provide for the introduction of
as many of these devices asthe mattress-walls
can accommodate. Kach cone is provided 65
with a perforation, V, for air communication.

The straps D are preferably separately at-
tached to each cone.and connected by means
of eyelet-rivets, as at i, or by other suitable
fastenings which will not become detached
when the walls are pressed together.

In order to provide for filling the mattress,
the common air-valve tube—such as is used for
air-cushions and life-preservers—may be em-
ployed; or aspecial tube, ', may be employed 75
having a shut-off valve and a connection for
attachment to an air-pump.

The corners of the mattress may be provided
with rings G, which are attached by tabs H,
and are designed to facilitate the application 8¢
of exterior stays, when advisable, to hold the
corners down to the bedstead.

The mattress is designed to be lined with
rubber, which is applied after the attachments
are sewed in place and the mattress otherwise 85
completed, except where the seam is neces-
sarily left open to facilitate the application of
the gum. Then this seam is closed in an air-
tight manner and the mattress is finished.

Having described this invention, what we go
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
is—

1. An air-mattress having the conical inside
attachments, B, of suitable flexible material,
and the stay-straps D, connecting opposite at- g5
tachments, substantially as specified.
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2. An air-matéress having the perforated | ments, and exterior siay - rings, substantially 1o
cone-shaped attachments B, of suitable flexi- | as specified.
ble material, to the walls of the mattress, and In testimony whereof weaffix our signatures
.the stay-straps connecting opposite attach- | in presence of two witnesses.
5 ments, substantially as specified. ‘ GEORGE HERR SNAVELY.
3. A rubber-lined air-mattress having flar- . B. FRANK SNAVELY.
ing cone-shaped attachments B, of sunitable Witnesses:
flexible material, lapped at their base margins, JULIUS SOLGER,
stay - straps D, connecting opposite attach- Puirip C. MasL




